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A
 bitter floor fight is expect-

ed
 in

 th
e H

o
u
se to

d
ay

 o
v
er 

p
ro

p
o
sals to

 cu
t th

e W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se

 sta
ff, re

d
u
c
e
 sta

ff 
salaries an

d
 trim

 fu
n
d
s fo

r 
-the O

ffice of M
anagem

ent and 
B

udget. 
R

epublicans charge the pro-
posals are sim

ply D
em

ocratic 
attem

p
ts to

 strik
e b

ack
 at th

e 
P

resid
en

t "p
erso

n
ally

" an
d
 at 

the O
M

B
 for cutting off their 

"p
et p

ro
jects". 

D
e
m

o
c
ra

ts, o
n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r 

hand, say they aim
 at curbing 

th
e ab

u
ses th

at led
 to

 W
ater-

g
ate, b

y
 retu

rn
in

g
 p

o
w

er to
 

C
abinet officials. 
`T

he target is the P
resident, 

an
d
 th

is is o
p
en

 seaso
n
 o

n
 

h
im

," R
ep

. E
d
 D

erw
in

sk
i (R

-
III.) said. 

"I can
 see it b

ein
g
 p

lay
ed

  

as th
e n

o
b
le co

n
g
ressm

an
 o

n
 

h
is w

h
ite h

o
rse fig

h
tin

g
 th

e 
sin

ister W
h
ite H

o
u
se p

erso
n
-

n
el," D

erw
in

sk
i said

. "A
n
d
 

O
M

B
 has alienated m

any con-
g
ressm

en
 b

y
 cu

ttin
g
 p

et p
ro

j-
ects, so

 th
at m

ak
es th

em
 a 

target, too." 
T

h
e p

ro
p
o
sals w

ill b
e co

n
-

sid
ered

 in
 tw

o
 separate 

bills. 
O

ne bill, authorizing stafftsup-
p
o
rt fo

r 
the P

resident w
ould 

cut from
 14 to five the num

ber 
of adm

inistrative and staff as-
sistan

ts th
e P

resid
en

t can
 ap

-
point at a salary of $42,500 a 
year. It also fixes lim

its on the 
n
u
m

b
er o

f p
o
sitio

n
s th

at can
 

be filled at specific pay levels, 
in

stead
 o

f leav
in

g
 p

ay
 lev

els 
w

ith
in

 a certain
 ran

g
e u

p
 to

 
the P

resident. 
In addition, R

ep. J. J. P
ickle 

(D
-T

ex
.), w

ill o
ffer am

en
d
-

m
en

ts to
: red

u
ce 'th

e n
u
m

b
er 

of executive-level presidential  

assistants from
 65 to 38; allow

 
no m

ore :than 10 outside con-
su

ltan
ts an

d
 em

p
lo

y
ees fro

m
 

o
th

er ex
ecu

tiv
e d

ep
artm

en
ts 

to
 b

e d
etailed

 to
 th

e P
resi-

dent's staff, and require publi-
cation of a yearly sum

m
ary of 

W
hite H

ouse em
ployees, sala-

ries and job descriptions. 
P

ick
le d

en
ies h

e is "o
u
t to

 
g
et th

e P
resid

en
t," b

u
t h

e ad
-

m
its th

at W
aterg

ate is o
n
e o

f 
th

e reaso
n
s h

e is o
fferin

g
 h

is 
am

endm
ents. 

"I'm
 co

n
cern

ed
 th

at w
e're 

d
o
in

g
 g

reat d
am

ag
e to

 th
e 

C
ab

in
et sy

stem
 an

d
 creatin

g
 

an inner circle that governs in 
secret," he said. "I w

ant to go 
back to the system

 of the C
ab-

in
et an

d
 P

resid
en

t g
o
v
ern

in
g
 

and not the staff." 
D

erw
inski, a m

em
ber of the 

P
ost O

ffice and C
ivil S

ervice 
C

o
m

m
ittee, w

h
ich

 rep
o
rted

  

o
n
 th

e b
ill, called

 th
e m

o
v
es 

"p
u
n
itiv

e" an
d
 said

, "I d
o
n
't 

th
in

k
 o

u
r co

m
m

ittee w
o
u
ld

 
have looked at a proposal like 
th

is w
h
en

 L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 

w
as P

resident." 
P

ickle adm
its he did not at-

te
m

p
t to

 re
d
u
c
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

Jo
h
n
so

n
's staff, b

u
t ad

d
s, "I 

th
in

k
 it h

as o
n
ly

 b
een

 in
 th

e 
last few

 years that w
e've seen 

w
hat's happening." 
T

h
e
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 re
d
u
c
e
 

O
M

B
's a

p
p
ro

p
ria

tio
n
 w

ill 
co

m
e later in

 th
e d

ay
 w

h
en

 
th

e H
o
u
se tak

es u
p
 a m

o
n
ey

 
b
ill fo

r the 
T

reasu
ry

, P
o
stal 

S
ervice and other agencies. 
T

he A
ppropriations com

m
it-

tee o
n
ly

 ten
tativ

ely
 ag

reed
 to

 
give O

M
B

 $22 m
illion. w

hich 
is $1.4 m

illion below
 w

hat the 
adm

inistration requested. R
ep. 

Joseph A
ddabbo (D

-N
 Y

.) says 
he w

ill offer an am
endm

ent to  

low
er it by as m

uch as $6 m
il-

lion. 
O

M
B

 D
irecto

r R
o
y
 L

. A
sh

 
in

fu
riated

 th
e A

p
p
ro

p
riatio

n
s 

C
o
m

m
ittee b

y
 o

rd
erin

g
 re-

sponsibility for patrolling the 
M

ex
ican

 b
o
rd

er ag
ain

st n
ar-

c
o
tic

s sm
u
g
g
le

rs b
e
 ta

k
e
n
 

from
 the C

ustom
s B

ureau and 
g
iv

e
n
 to

 th
e
 Im

m
ig

ra
tio

n
 

S
ervice, w

ithout congressional 
authority. 

A
sh has backed dow

n, defer-
rin

g
 th

e
 sw

itc
h
 u

n
til th

e
 

H
o
u
se G

o
v
ern

m
en

t O
p
era-

tio
n
s C

o
m

m
ittee rev

iew
s it, 

but the bitterness lingers on. 
R

ep
. H

o
w

ard
 W

. R
o
b
iso

n
 

(R
-N

.Y
.) said

 th
e w

ay
 to

 re-
dress the problem

 is to streng-
then C

ongress, not w
eaken the 

P
resid

en
t. "It w

o
u
ld

 b
e irres-

p
o
n
sib

le to
 cu

t O
M

B
 fu

n
d
s 

until w
e get our congressional 

b
u
d
g
e
t sta

ff, se
t u

p
 b

y
 th

e
 

budget reform
 -bill, in place." 


