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U
.S

. N
erve G

as P
lan

 C
h

allen
g

ed
 

W
ashington 
T

he A
rm

s C
ontrol and D

i-
sarm

am
en

t A
g
en

cy
 is ch

al-
len

g
in

g
 th

e A
rm

y
's p

lan
 to

 
go ahead w

ith production of 
a n

ew
 ty

p
e o

f n
erv

e g
as o

n
 

th
e g

ro
u
n
d
s th

at su
ch

 a step
 

i s m
ilita

rily
 u

n
n
e
c
e
ssa

ry
 

and w
ould com

plicate inter-
n
atio

n
al attem

p
ts to

 co
n
tro

l 
ch

em
ical w

arfare. 

It is d
o
u
b
tfu

l th
a
t th

e
 

agency, w
ith a $7 m

illion an-
n
u
a
l b

u
d
g
e
t, c

a
n
 p

re
v
a
il 

a
g
a
in

st a
 n

 A
rm

y
 w

h
ic

h
 

w
an

ts to
 sp

en
d
 at least $

2
0
0
 

m
illio

n
 p

ro
d
u
cin

g
 th

e n
ew

 
n
erv

e g
as fo

r its larg
er artil-

lery shells. 
B

u
t in

 th
e
 d

e
b
a
te

 n
o
w

 
b
u
ild

in
g
 th

e ag
en

cy
 is stak

-
in

g
 o

u
t a n

ew
 ad

v
o
cacy

 ro
le 

o
n
 w

eap
o
n
s p

lan
n
in

g
 an

d
 in

 
th

e p
ro

cess is raisin
g
 w

ith
in

 
th

e co
u
n
cils o

f g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
so

m
e
 q

u
e
stio

n
s th

a
t a

c
a
-

d
em

ic an
aly

sts h
av

e p
o
sed

 
ab

o
u
t th

e n
ew

 n
erv

e g
as. 

In
 th

e p
ast is h

as n
o
t b

een
 

th
e cu

sto
m

 fo
r th

e D
efen

se 

D
ep

artm
en

t to
 co

n
su

lt th
e 

A
rm

s C
ontrol A

gency about 
n
e
w

 w
e
a
p
o
n
s o

f fo
r th

e
 

ag
en

cy
 to

 raise an
y
 q

u
es-

tions that w
ere heard w

ithin 
the P

entagon. 

W
h
en

 th
e A

rm
y
 d

ecid
ed

 
recen

tly
 to

 p
ro

d
u
ce a n

ew
 

b
in

ary
 ty

p
e o

f n
erv

e g
as, 

D
efense D

epartm
ent officials 

said no attem
pt w

as m
ade to 

co
n
su

lt in
 ad

v
an

ce w
ith

 th
e 

A
rm

s C
o
n
tro

l A
g
en

cy
. T

h
e 

explanation offered by P
en-

tag
o
n
 o

fficials w
as th

at it 
w

as strictly a m
ilitary ques-

tio
n
 o

 f m
o
d
e
rn

iz
in

g
 th

e
 

A
iln

y
's ch

em
ical w

arfare 
w

eap
o
n
s an

d
 p

resen
ted

 n
o
 

arm
s control im

plications. 

B
u
t w

ith
in

 acad
em

ic an
d
 

so
m

e co
n
g
ressio

n
al circles, 

the question w
as raised as to 

w
h
eth

er th
e b

in
ary

 g
ases. 

b
ecau

se o
f 

,th
e
ir e

a
se

 o
f 

p
ro

d
u
ctio

n
, w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t in

-
crease th

e d
an

g
er o

f p
ro

li-
feratio

n
 o

f ch
em

ical w
ea-

p
o
n
s to

 o
th

er n
atio

n
s an

d
 

thus com
plicate attem

pts to 

A
m

a
zo

n
 R

o
a
d

 
F

in
ish

ed
, 

B
rasilia 

B
 r a z i 1 's transportation 

m
in

ister, M
ario

 A
n
d
reazza, 

an
n
o
u
n
ced

 y
esterd

ay
 

t h e 
com

pletion of the T
ransam

a-
zo

n
 H

ig
h
w

ay
, w

h
ich

 cu
ts 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e d
en

se A
m

azo
n
 

ju
n
g
le. It to

o
k
 m

o
re th

an
 

three years to build. 
T

he road stretches for 3150 
m

iles fro
m

 Jo
ao

 P
esso

a, o
n
 

the A
tlantic coast, to the P

e-
ruvian border. 

P
resident E

m
ilio G

. M
edi-

ci plans to open the T
ransa-

m
 a z on H

ighw
ay officially 

before M
arch 15. 

A
s
s
o

c
ia

te
d

 P
re

s
s
 

ban chem
ical w

arfare. 
T

he sam
e question is now

 
being raised w

ithin the gov- 

ern
m

en
t b

y
 F

red
 C

. Ik
le. 

so
cial scien

tist w
h
o
 to

o
k
 

over as director of the A
rm

s 
C

ontrol A
gency last July. 

W
ith the agency no longer 

d
irectin

g
 m

ajo
r arm

s co
n
-

tro
l n

eg
o
tiatio

n
s, th

ere h
as 

b
een

 so
m

e co
n
cern

 in gov-
ernm

ent 
an

d
 acad

em
ic cir-

c
le

s th
a
t th

e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 w

a
s 

b
ein

g
 tu

rn
ed

 in
to

 a "th
in

k
 

tank" w
ith little influence on 

p
o
licy

m
ak

in
g
. B

u
t to

 Ik
le, 

h
is ch

allen
g
e o

n
 th

e n
erv

e 
g
as issu

e is an
 ex

am
p
le o

f 
how

 the agency can play an 
in

d
ep

en
d
en

t, ad
v
o
cacy

 ro
le 

in
 p

resen
tin

g
 th

e arm
s co

n
-

tro
l im

p
licatio

n
s o

f v
ario

u
s 

w
eapons program

s. 

T
 h

 e
 b

in
a
ry

 n
e
rv

e
 g

a
s 

co
n
sists o

 f tw
o
 sep

arate 
chem

ical agents w
hich only 

b
eco

m
e leth

al w
h
en

 co
m

-
bined, such as in an artillery 
sh

ell after it h
as b

een
 fired

. 
T

he tw
o agents —

one cons-
isting of a com

pound resem
-

bling insecticides used in the 
h
o
m

e an
d
 th

e o
th

er an
 al- 

cohol com
pound w

hich can 
b
e p

u
rch

ased
 in

 th
e co

m
-

m
ercial m

ark
et —

 are rela-
tively easy to produce. 

F
o
r th

e A
rm

y
, o

n
e o

f th
e 

p
rin

cip
al ad

v
an

tag
es o

f th
e 

binary g a s is th
at it should 

reliev
e so

m
e o

f th
e p

u
b
lic 

an
d
 co

n
g
ressio

n
al co

n
cern

 
ab

o
u
t th

e safety
 o

f sto
rin

g
 

and transporting the present 
nerve gases. 

T
h
is p

o
ten

tial ad
v
an

tag
e 

is concede4by A
rm

s C
ontrol 

A
g
en

cy
 o

ffiA
ials, alth

o
u
g
h
  

they question w
hether it w

ill 
b
e su

fficien
t to

 o
v
erco

m
e 

th
e relu

ctan
ce o

f E
u
ro

p
ean

 
n
atio

n
s to

 h
av

e n
erv

e g
ases 

stockpiled on their soil. 

B
ut the counter-argum

ent, 
being raised by arm

s control 
officials is that such a m

ove 
by the A

rm
y m

ay stim
ulate 

even sem
i-industrialized na-

tio
n
s to

 acq
u
ire th

e b
in

ary
 

g
a
se

s a
t a

 tim
e
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
 

U
n
ited

 S
tates is attem

p
tin

g
 

to
 n

eg
o
tiate a treaty

 to
 b

an
 

the proliferation of chem
ical 

w
eap

o
n
s b

y
 b

an
n
in

g
 th

eir 
production. 

A
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