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B
y Jo

sep
h

 J. R
o

sen
th

al 

T
h

e au
d

ien
ce at th

e b
earin

g
s in

 th
e S

tan
fo

rd
 C

o
u

rt H
o

tel b
allro

o
m

 listen
ed

 in
ten

tly
 to

 th
e sp

eak
ers 

A
lta

&
 o

n
 F

o
o

d
 P

ric
e
s
 

B
ig

 b
u
sin

e
ss in

v
o

lv
e
-

m
e
n
t in

 a
g
ric

u
ltu

re
 a

n
d
 

f o
 o

 d
 d

istrib
u
tio

n
 d

re
w

 
m

o
st o

f th
e b

lam
e y

ester-
d
a
y
 a

t a
 h

e
a
rin

g
 h

e
re

 o
n
 

so
arin

g
 fo

o
d

 p
rices. 

T
h
e C

alifo
rn

ia F
o
o
d
 A

c-
tion C

am
paign, a coalition of 

co
n
su

m
er activ

ists, h
eard

 
h

alf 
a 

d
ay

 o
f statem

en
ts 

fro
m

 fed
eral an

d
 state o

ffi-
cials an

d
 farm

ers an
d
 co

n
-

su
m

ers. 

T
he hearing w

as conduct-
e
d

 in
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 S

ta
n
fo

rd
 

C
ourt H

otel ballroom
 w

here 
o

n
e o

f th
e cam

p
aig

n
's d

e-
clared foes, D

el M
onte C

or-
poration, w

ill be holding ex-
ecutive m

eetings today. 

D
el M

onte representatives'  

d
eclin

ed
 to

 ap
p
ear at th

e 
h
earin

g
, • b

u
t d

id
 release a 

statem
ent in w

hich C
orpor-

ate C
h

airm
an

 A
lfred

 W
. 

E
am

es Jr. said the com
pany 

resen
ts "b

ein
g

 sin
g

led
 o

u
t 

as the scapegoat for the rise 
in the cost of living by indi-
v
id

u
als an

d
 g

ro
u
p
s w

h
o
se 

m
otives, if not political, cer-

tain
ly

 a r en
 't alto

g
eth

er 
clear." 

E
am

es, w
ho said the firm

 
W

ould not debate the issues 
"in a forum

 that is not con-
cerned,w

ith the facts," also 
sa

id
 th

a
t o

n
ly

 tw
o

  a
n
d

 
th

ree-q
u
arters cen

ts o
f ev

-
ery

 d
o
llar earn

ed
 b

y
 th

e 
firm

 last year represented a 
profit to the corporation. 

T
h
e cam

p
aig

n
 co

n
ten

d
s 

that 100 of the approxim
ate- 

ly 32,000 food m
anufacturing 

firm
s in

 th
e co

u
n
try

, m
ake 

71 per cent of the industry's 
profits. 

B
ecause of this concentra-

tion of pow
er in the food in- 

dustry, 	
t h e 

cam
paign 

ch
arg

es, "co
n

su
m

ers a r e 
b
ein

g
 o

v
erch

arg
ed

 ... fo
o
d
 

supplies are being m
anipu-

lated, food quality is on the 
d
eclin

e, m
o
re th

an
 a th

o
u
-

sand fam
ily farm

ers a w
eek 

are squeezed out of business 
and m

eanw
hile food m

iddle-
m

 e n
 are en

jo
y

in
d

so
arin

g
 

corporate profits." 
"T

his is not a fight against 
th

e fam
ily

 farm
er o

r th
e 

m
o

m
 an

d
 p

o
p

 sto
re o

r th
e 

sm
all cap

italists," A
ssem

-
blym

an John B
urton (D

em
- 

S
.F

.) said
, "it's a fig

h
t w

ith
 

the large conglom
erates." 

B
ut R

aym
ond L

loyd, R
e-

gional D
irector of the F

eder-
a
 I T

ra
d
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, 

argned that since 1967, en-
fo

rcem
en

t o
f an

titru
st an

d
 

trade law
s have cut into cor-

porate concentration in agri-
cu

ltu
re. H

e also
 said

 en
-

forcem
ent policies are being 

studied further. 
W

illiam
 M

at su
n

 R
o

th
, 

U
niversity of C

alifornia R
e-

gent and D
em

ocratic guber-
natorial candidate, suggest-
ed

 th
e n

eed
 fo

r m
o
re farm

 
and retail cooperatives and 
the introduction of the E

uro-
p
e
a
n
 sy

ste
m

 o
 f tu

rn
in

g
 

sm
all plots of open land into 

m
ini-farm

s on the outskirts 
of cities. 

T
h
e F

lo
o
d
 A

ctio
n
 C

am
-

p
aig

n
, w

h
ich

 set u
p
 h

ead
-

q
u
arters h

ere last su
m

m
er, 

is 
attem

p
tin

g
 to

 lau
n

ch
 a 

public 
letter-w

ritin
g

 a n
 d

 
lobbying assault on law

m
ak-

ers to
 h

ead
 o

ff alleg
ed

 in
-

creasing concentration and 
lack

 o
f co

m
p
etitio

n
 in

 th
e 

food industry. 
T

he group includes am
ong 

its advocates P
ennsylvania 

S
ecretary

 o
f A

g
ricu

ltu
re 

Jam
es M

cH
aie w

ho joined 
other speakers yesterday in 
blam

ing federal agriculture 
policies and corporate giants 
fo

r at least p
art o

f th
e rise 

in food prices. 
"T

here is need for nation-
al 

concern," M
cH

ale said, 
"an

d
 it h

as to
 start o

n
 a lo

-
cal lever." 
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