
L
ast-M

inute K
issinger C

ritics G
et L

icks In 
B

y M
urrey M

arder 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

A
 b

ro
ad

sid
e o

n
 H

en
ry

 A
. 

K
issinger's qualifications to be 

S
ecretary of S

tate w
as quickly 

crow
ded into the public record 

y
esterd

ay
 in

 th
e fin

al d
ay

 o
f 

o
p
en

 h
earin

g
s o

n
 h

is n
o
m

in
a-

tion. 
In 21/2 hours before the S

en-
ate F

oreign R
elations C

om
m

it-
tee, K

issin
g
er w

as accu
sed

 o
f 

"m
endacity," "duplicity," "w

ar 
crim

es," "m
o
ral u

n
fitn

ess fo
r 

o
ffice," "d

ish
o
n
esty

," "an
ti-

black racism
," "prom

oting se-
cu

rity
 risk

s," "p
ro

-Z
io

n
ism

, 
and the opposite—

turning "his 
o
fficial b

ack
" o

n
 th

e p
lig

h
t o

f 
Jew

s in the S
oviet U

nion. 
O

nly tw
o of the com

m
ittee's 

1
7
 m

e
m

b
e
rs w

e
re

 p
re

se
n
t 

th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t th

e m
o
rn

in
g
 o

f re-
c
o
rd

-m
a
k
in

g
: S

e
n
s. Jo

h
n
 

S
parkm

an (D
-A

la.) and G
eorge 

D
. A

iken (R
-V

t.), accom
panied 

p
a
rt o

f th
e
 tim

e
 b

y
 S

e
n
. 

G
eorge M

cG
overn (D

-S
.D

.). 
N

in
e o

rg
an

izatio
n
s an

d
 o

n
e 

individual, form
er S

en. E
rnest 

G
ru

en
in

g
 (D

-A
lask

a), o
n
e o

f 
o
n
ly

 tw
o
 se

n
a
to

rs to
 v

o
te

 
ag

ain
st U

.S
. in

v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 

V
ietnam

 in A
ugust, 1964, join-

e
d
 in

 o
p
p
o
sin

g
 K

issin
g
e
r's 

n
o
m

in
atio

n
 fo

r v
ario

u
s an

d
 

d
ifferin

g
 reaso

n
s. T

h
ey

 tes-
tified

 u
n
d
er a 1

0
-m

in
u
te lim

it 
o
n
 statem

en
ts, g

en
erally

 re-
co

g
n
izin

g
 th

at th
e co

m
m

ittee 
o
n
 T

u
esd

ay
 is ex

p
ected

 td
 re-

p
o
rt o

u
t K

issin
g
er's n

o
m

in
a-

tio
n
 p

erh
ap

s u
n
an

im
o
u
sly

. 

T
h
e eld

erly
 G

ru
en

in
g
, w

h
o
 

charged "the N
ixon-K

issinger 
team

" w
ith

 escalatin
g
 "th

e 
ghastly tragedy" of Indochina 
w

arfare, said
 h

e reco
g
n
ized

 
th

at th
e co

m
m

ittee co
n
fro

n
ts 

a d
ilem

m
a. If it b

lo
ck

s K
is-

singer's nom
ination, G

ruening 
n
o
ted

, K
issin

g
er "w

ill co
n
-

tinue as he has been as a pres-
idential adviser not subject to 
S

enate confirm
ation." 

M
cG

o
v
ern

 in
d
icated

 th
at 

that is w
hy senators w

ho have 
o
p
p
o
sed

 ad
m

in
istratio

n
 p

o
li-

cies can
 co

n
clu

d
e th

ey
 h

av
e 

n
o
 real altern

ativ
e ex

cep
t to

 
confirm

 K
issinger. 

"It w
ould seem

 to m
e," M

c-
G

overn said, "that if w
e deny 

h
im

 c
o
n
firm

a
tio

n
, h

e
 ju

st 
sta

y
s th

e
re

 a
t th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse" w
ith a pow

erful hand 
in the control of foreign policy 
"an

d
 w

e are d
en

ied
 ev

en
 th

e 
opportunity to question him

." 
W

ith K
issinger as S

ecretary 
of S

tate, M
cG

overn said, "w
e 

can at least call (him
) up here 

an
d
 cro

ss-ex
am

in
e h

im
 ... so

 
perhaps there is som

ething to 
b
e said

 fo
r g

iv
in

g
 h

im
 th

e ti-
tle." 

A
iken m

ade a sim
ilar point 

in response to opposition w
it-

n
esses, say

in
g
 th

at w
h
eth

er 
co

n
firm

ed
 o

r n
o
t, K

issin
g
er 

w
ill c

o
n
tin

u
e
 to

 e
x
e
rt 

"co
n
sid

erab
le in

flu
en

ce" in
 

shaping foreign policy. 
R

ep
. D

o
n
ald

 M
. F

raser (D
-

M
in

n
.), ap

p
earin

g
 as a m

em
-

b
er o

f th
e H

o
u
se C

o
m

m
ittee  on F

oreign A
ffairs and as na-

tional chairm
an of A

m
ericans 

fo
r D

em
o
cratic A

ctio
n
, said

 
C

ongress m
ust have "com

plete 
assurance" that the N

ixon ad-
m

inistration w
ill end "official 

d
ecep

tio
n
 an

d
 co

n
tem

p
t fo

r 
congressional authority." 

C
om

bining the posts of S
ec-

retary
 o

f S
tate an

d
 n

atio
n
al 

secu
rity

 ad
v
iser u

n
d
er K

is-
sin

g
er can

 m
ak

e U
.S

. p
o
licy

 
"m

o
re in

tern
ally

 co
h
eren

t," 
F

raser said
. B

u
t h

e said
 K

is-
sin

g
er's - p

led
g
e to

 d
ev

elo
p
 

"a clim
ate o

f m
u
tu

al tru
st" 

w
ith

 C
o
n
g
ress is in

ad
eq

u
ate, 

b
ecau

se "th
e P

resid
en

t m
ad

e 
an identical prom

ise in 1969 at 
th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
 o

f h
is first ad

-
m

inistration." 
T

he adm
inistration's "false 

re
p
o
rtin

g
" o

n
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 in

 
C

am
b
o
d
ia, its actio

n
s in

 th
e 

In
d
o
-P

a
k
ista

n
i w

a
r, a

n
d
 

"K
issin

g
er's in

itial d
en

ial o
f 

know
ledge of w

iretaps on his 
staff rev

eal a p
attern

 o
f d

is-
h
o
n
esty

 in
 d

ealin
g
 w

ith
 th

e 
A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le," F

raser 
said. 

K
issinger, w

ho w
ould be the 

first foreign-born A
m

erican to 
b
e n

am
ed

 S
ecretary

 o
f S

tate, 
as w

ell as the first Jew
 to hold 

th
at p

o
st, w

as ch
allen

g
ed

 o
n
 

ethnic grounds by tw
o groups. 

W
illiam

 A
. S

m
all, president 

of the F
ederation of A

m
erican 

A
rab

 O
rg

an
izatio

n
s, o

f N
ew

 
Y

ork, said: "D
r. K

issinger, has 
stated that his religious back-
ground w

ill not affect his pol- icy decisions, and w
e believe 

that he is, intellectually, hon-
est in

 so
 statin

g
 h

is p
o
sitio

n
. 

-W
e are not so sure, how

ever, 
that D

r. K
issinger, as other Z

i-
o
n
ist Jew

s, can
 em

an
cip

ate 
them

selves, em
otionally, from

 
the traditional link to Z

ionism
 

and the Jew
ish state." 

T
here is "a great apprehen-

sio
n
 th

at D
r. K

issin
g
er's ap

-
p
o
in

tm
en

t as S
ecretary

 o
f 

S
tate w

ill aggravate the crisis 
of U

.S
'.-A

rab relations and the 
(oil) energy shortage," S

m
all 

said. 
"W

e believe it is im
perative 

that D
r. K

issinger should pub: 
lic

ly
 re

n
o
u
n
c
e
 a

ll Z
io

n
ist 

claim
s th

at h
e h

as an
y
 ties, 

em
otional or philosophical or 

p
o
litical, to

 th
e fo

reig
n
 state 

of Israel." 
A

 stro
n
g
er eth

n
ic p

ro
test 

against K
issinger w

as m
ade by 

N
ic

h
o
la

s C
a
m

e
ro

ta
 Jr. o

f 
S

pringfield, M
ass., for the N

a-
tional Y

outh A
lliance, w

hich 
C

a
m

e
ro

ta
 d

e
sc

rib
e
d
 a

s a
 

group that represents "the m
a-

jo
rity

 o
f A

m
erica . . . w

h
ite, 

gentile, A
m

erica." 
"K

issin
g
er is Jew

ish
 an

d
 

therefore has a personal stake 
in

 an
o
th

er n
atio

n
 . . . Israel," 

said C
am

erota. C
am

erota said 
th

a
t K

issin
g
e
r "a

p
p
o
in

te
d
. 

D
aniel E

llsberg to a N
ational 

S
ecu

rity
 C

o
u
n
cil p

o
sitio

n
 in

 
1969"—

w
hich an N

S
C

 official 
said

 y
esterd

ay
 is u

n
tru

e—
"shortly before E

llsberg began 
stealing" the P

entagon P
apers. H

e said• K
issinger also show

ed 
"d

ep
lo

rab
ly

 p
o
o
r ju

d
g
m

en
t" 

in
 h

irin
g
 fo

r th
e N

S
C

 staff 
"M

orton• H
alperin and H

elm
ut 

S
o
n
n
en

feld
t" w

h
o
, "in

cid
en

-
tally, are also Jew

s." 
Jo

h
n
 D

. H
em

en
w

ay
, a fo

r-
m

er fo
reig

n
 serv

ice o
fficer 

"selected out" of the S
tate D

e-
p
a
rtm

e
n
t in

 a
 c

e
le

b
ra

te
d
 

grievance case, opposed K
is-

singer's nom
ination on behalf 

of the N
ational A

ssociation of 
P

ro A
m

erica. H
em

enw
ay also 

h
as b

een
 activ

e in
 o

p
p
o
sin

g
 

S
onnefeldt's nom

ination as un-
der secretary of the treasury. 

H
em

en
w

ay
 ch

arg
ed

 K
is-

sin
g
er w

ith
 "b

ad
 ju

d
g
m

en
t," 

p
u
rtu

in
g
 a "n

o
-strateg

y
" fo

r-
eig

n
 p

o
licy

 th
at p

erm
its th

e 
S

oviet U
nion to outm

aneuver 
th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates, an

d
 o

th
er 

inadequacies. 
H

e criticized K
issinger from

 
the other end of the ethnic ar-
gum

ent, saying that "I cannot 
understand w

hy M
r. K

issinger 
tu

rn
s h

is o
fficial b

ack
 o

n
 h

is 
co

-relig
io

n
ists an

d
 th

e o
th

er 
g
ro

u
p
s b

ein
g
 p

ersecu
ted

 in
 

the S
oviet U

nion." 
T

he R
ev. D

ouglas M
oore of 

W
ashington, and A

bsalom
 F

. 
Jo

rd
an

 Jr., rep
resen

tin
g
 th

e 
B

lack
 U

n
ited

 F
ro

n
t, ch

arg
ed

 
that K

issinger is "a functional 
racist" b

ecau
se "th

ere is n
o
t 

one black in a policy-m
aking 

position" on the N
ational S

e-
curity C

ouncil staff. 
K

issinger is "a E
uropeanist 

o
r E

u
ro

cen
tric," said

 M
o
o
re,  w

h
o
 said

 K
is* ,  opr's 

nrpnern-
pation 

w
itn

 tu
ro

p
e an

a 
01

g- 
pow

er foreign policy "can only 
b
rin

g
 n

ig
h
tm

arish
 resu

lts in
 

the future of A
frica." 

"D
r. K

issin
g
er h

as ig
n
o
red

 
our cry for justi&

 in S
outhern 

A
frica," in

 R
h
o
d
esia, P

o
rtu

-
gese A

ngola and M
ozam

bique, 
said M

oore, "but he has m
ade 

su
re th

at th
e Jew

s in
 R

u
S

sia 
be heard. T

his is racist." 
B

ro
n
so

n
 P

. C
la

rk
 o

f th
e
 

A
m

erican
 F

rien
d
s S

erv
ice 

C
om

m
ittee said K

issinger en-
gaged in "deception" in prom

-
isin

g
 an

 early
 en

d
 to

 th
e w

ar 
in V

ietnam
, and also by pursu-

in
g
 a p

o
licy

 o
f co

n
tin

u
in

g
 to

 
su

p
p
o
rt "th

e k
illin

g
" in

 V
iet-

nam
 by aid to the S

aigon gov-
e
rn

m
e
n
t. T

o
 c

o
n
firm

 K
is-

sin
g
er, said

 C
lark

, "is to
 co

n
-

firm
 a fo

reig
n
 an

d
 m

ilitary
 

policy w
ith a shocking history 

of w
ar and deceit." 

S
im

ilar o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 w

as ex
-

p
ressed

 b
y
 Jo

sep
h
 H

. C
ro

w
n
 

for the L
aw

yers C
om

m
ittee on 

A
m

ercian P
olicy T

ow
ards V

i-
etn

am
, an

d
 b

y
 P

ro
f. S

au
l H

. 
M

endlovitz of R
utgers U

niver-
sity, representing the C

om
m

it-
tee of C

oncerned S
cholars for 

a Ju
st W

o
rld

, w
h
ich

 called
 

K
issinger "m

orally unfit" for 
o
ffice. M

en
d
lo

v
itz said

 h
e 

sh
o
u
ld

 face "w
ar crim

in
al" 

eb
arg

es. C
u
rtis D

all, fo
r th

e 
L

ib
erty

 L
o
b
b
y
, attack

ed
 K

is-
s
in

g
e
r fo

r a
 p

o
lic

y
 o

f 
"interventionism

 and interna-
tionalism

." 



t 

P
h
o
to

s b
y
 D

o
u
g
las C

h
ev

al 

W
illiam

 A
. S

m
all, S

au
l H

. M
en

d
lo

v
itz, fo

rm
er S

en
. E

rn
est G

ru
en

in
g

 an
d

 th
e R

ev
. D

o
u

g
las M

o
o

re: all o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 K
issin

g
er. 

er—
T

he W
ashington P

o
st 


