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C
reating a B

ipartisan F
oreign P

olicy 
H

enry K
issinger intends to w

ait out 
th

e cu
rren

t W
aterg

ate h
earin

g
s an

d
 

th
en

 em
b
ark

 u
p
o
n
 an

 attem
p
t to

 cre-
ate:a bipartisan foreign policy. T

enta-
tiv

eli f  h
is in

itiativ
e is set fo

r S
ep

tem
-

b
e
r, 
H

u
ts - alread

y
 to

ttin
g
 u

p
 th

e lead
ers 

o
f th

e o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 w
h
o
m

 h
e. w

ill 
ap

p
eal. - M

ajo
rity

 L
ead

er S
en

. M
ik

e 
M

an
sfield

 (ll-M
o
n
t.) is o

n
 th

e list; so
 

are. S
en

s. J. W
illiam

 F
u
lb

rig
h
t (D

-
A

r10; G
eorge M

cG
overn (D

-S
.D

.), E
d-

w
ard„K

ennedy (D
-M

ass.), S
tuart S

ym
-

ingtO
n - (1)-M

o.). S
o is C

lark C
lifford,. 

fo
rm

er secretary
 o

f d
efen

se, an
d
 o

th
-

ers w
ho do not now

 hold official posts. 
T

o
 all • o

f th
em

, K
issin

g
er w

ill m
ak

e 
the follow

ing three points. 
F

irst, that the N
ixon adm

inistration 
h
aS

teen
 b

ad
ly

 h
u
rt b

y
 th

e W
aterg

ate. 
K

issin
g
er m

ak
es n

o
 p

reten
se as d

o
 

so
ftie, in

 th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
 th

at th
e 

W
atergate is a D

em
ocratic plot to em

-
b
arfss M

r. N
ix

o
n
 an

d
 th

at th
e P

resi-
dent w

ill em
erge unscathed. 

S
eco

n
d
, th

at d
esp

ite th
e W

aterg
ate,  

th
e w

o
rld

 m
u
st g

o
 o

n
, an

d
 th

at b
e-

cause of the W
atergate it m

ay go on in 
a
 m

a
n
n
e
r h

a
rm

fu
l to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates. 
If, fo

r ex
am

p
le, th

e P
resid

en
t w

ere 
to appear so crippled that he could not 
lead the nation in crisis, the N

ixon-K
is-

singer detente w
ith R

ussia and C
hina 

could com
e apart. R

ussia m
ight decide 

to
 ta

k
e
 o

u
t th

e
 C

h
in

e
se

 n
u
c
le

a
r 

cap
ab

ility
; C

h
in

a m
ig

h
t d

ecid
e to

 try
 

to
 re-estab

lish
 a co

m
m

o
n
 fro

n
t w

ith
 

the S
oviet U

nion. 	
- 

T
h
ird

, th
at th

e w
ay

 to
 m

itig
ate th

e 
possibility of foreign danger during a 
crippled adm

inistration is to present a 
com

m
on front betw

een the adm
inistra-

tion and its D
em

ocratic opposition. In 
effect, K

issinger w
ill appeal to the pa-

triotism
 of the D

em
ocrats, asking them

 
to

 rally
 'ro

u
n
d
 th

e in
stitu

tio
n
 o

f th
e 

p
resid

en
cy

 in
 o

rd
er to

 stren
g
th

en
 th

e 
U

nited S
tates in foreign affairs. 

W
hat the D

em
ocrats w

ill say to this 
approach rem

ains to be seen, but one 
o
f th

o
se w

h
o
m

 K
issin

g
er n

am
ed

 o
u
t- 

lin
ed

 to
 th

is rep
o
rter w

h
at h

e th
o
u
g
h
t 

m
ight be his ow

n reply. 
"If K

issinger is suggesting," he said, 
"that high-level D

em
ocrats m

ight take 
positions in the N

ixon adm
inistration, 

h
e w

ill n
o
t g

et v
ery

 far. T
h
at w

o
u
ld

 
carry the inference of approval. S

tim
-

so
n
 an

d
 K

n
o
x
 jo

in
ed

 th
e R

o
o
sev

elt 
C

ab
in

et w
h
en

 th
e n

atio
n
 w

as g
ird

in
g
 

fo
r th

e em
erg

en
cy

 o
f w

ar. B
u
t th

e 
em

ergency this tim
e is m

oral and eco-
nom

ic. I don't think you'll find D
em

o-
crats of stature w

illing to join up. 
"O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, if w

h
at K

is-
sin

g
er w

an
ts is an

 in
fo

rm
al g

ro
u
p
 o

f 
D

em
ocratic policym

akers to advise the 
P

resident, I think no one could refuse 
to serve." 

K
issinger's decision to approach the 

D
em

ocrats gives added im
petus to ru-

m
ors that he m

ay becom
e S

ecretary of 
S

tate. H
e denies that the P

resident has 
o
ffered

 h
im

 th
is p

o
st o

r ev
en

 sp
o
k
en

 
to him

 about it. 
N

ev
erth

eless, K
issin

g
er can

n
o
t b

e 
u
n
co

n
scio

u
s o

f th
e fact th

at h
e is th

e 
only m

em
ber of the P

resident's adm
in- 

istration w
ho carries w

eight w
ith D

em
-

ocrats. T
hey adm

ire him
 for his accom

-
plishm

ents and for his know
ledge, in-

elu
d
in

g
 h

is ab
ility

 to
 state it. T

h
o
u
g
h
 

they have disagreed strongly w
ith his 

v
iew

s o
n
 V

ietn
am

, th
ey

 d
o
 n

o
t fau

lt 
him

—
as they do M

r. N
ixon—

for being 
unw

illing to argue his case on a face-
to-face basis. 

W
hether K

issinger's store of respect 
am

ong D
em

ocrats w
ould be enough to 

w
in

 h
im

 co
n
firm

atio
n
 to

 th
e p

o
st o

f 
S

ecretary of S
tate is an open question.. 

In
 co

n
firm

atio
n
 h

earin
g
s, h

e w
o
u
ld

 
have to explain the bugging of his ow

n 
em

ployees. If he took public responsi-
b
ility

 fo
r th

is w
iretap

p
in

g
, h

e w
o
u
ld

 
risk

 th
e o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 o

f lib
eral D

em
o
-

crats. If h
e to

ld
 th

e S
en

ate th
at th

e 
P

resident had ordered him
 to w

iretap, 
he m

ight face a denial by M
r. N

ixon. 
B

ut as things stand now
, K

issinger's 
title d

o
esn

't m
atter m

u
ch

. H
e w

ill 
m

ake the approach for bipartisanship 
because he is the only m

em
ber of this 

adm
inistration w

ho can do so. 
L

os A
ngeles T

im
es 
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Sen. K
ennedy 	

Sen. M
cG

overn 	
Sen. F

ulbright 	
Sen. Sym

ington 	
Sen. M

ansfield 


