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S

at., July 14, 1973 
W

h
ite H

ou
se V

s. M
IT

 
W

ashington 
T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

n
-

sidered cutting off all fed-
eral research

 fu
n
d
s to

 th
e 

M
assachusetts Institute of 

T
ech

n
o
lo

g
y
 as a p

o
litical 

rep
risal ag

ain
st its p

eo
p
le 

and policies. 
T

he reprisals w
ere consid- 

ered in O
ctober, 1971, and 

) ) A
pril, ,1972, but w

ere never 
) acted

 u
p
o
n
, at least p

artly
 

) ) because of a lack of support 
) from

 the federal agencies fi-
nancing the research, heat-
ed

 o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e id

ea 
from

 the Pentagon or a com
- 

bination 
) 
	of both. 

T
h
e id

ea o
f p

o
litical re-

prisal against M
IT

 w
as dis-

' cussed in tw
o W

hite H
ouse 

m
em

oranda obtained a n d 

published yesterday by S
ci-

en
ce m

ag
azin

e, ed
ito

rial 
arm

 of the A
m

erican A
sso-

ciation for the A
dvancem

ent 
of Science. 

T
he first m

em
o w

as sent 
from

 form
er W

hite H
ouse 

aide Jon H
untsm

an to then 
p
re

sid
e
n
tia

l a
ssista

n
ts 

G
eorge S

hultz, H
enry K

is-
sin

g
er an

d
 Jo

h
n
 E

h
rlich

-
m

an. T
he second w

ent from
 

E
h
rlich

m
an

 to
 P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon. 
S

cience quoted the A
pril, 

1972, m
em

o from
 E

hrlich-
m

an to the P
resident in part 

as follow
s: 

"Y
ou should give guidance 

on these specifics: 
"C

u
t o

u
t th

e D
O

D
 (D

e-
partm

ent of D
efense) laser  

program
 ($40 m

illion); order 
no further funding of non-
d
efen

se p
ro

g
ram

s as o
f 

June 30, 1972 ($31 m
illion); 

cancel non-defense contracts 
now

 ($31 m
illion), less can-

cellation penalties)." 
E

hrlichm
an is also report-

ed as w
riting: 

"T
h
e $

3
1
 m

illio
n
 (n

o
n
-

defense funds) is fair gam
e 

and w
ill be identified by con-

tract num
ber im

m
ediately. 

T
he best m

ethod is to order 
n
o
 fu

rth
er fu

n
d
in

g
, rath

er 
than cancellation, to avoid 
penalty claim

s and law
suits. 

S
uch an order w

ould actual-
ly stop funds as of June 30 
(71 days from

 now
)." 

In response to the S
cience 

story, the W
hite H

ouse said  

it co
u
ld

 fin
d
 n

o
 reco

rd
 o

f 
E

h
rlich

m
an

's m
em

o
 o

r 
H

u
n
tsm

an
's m

em
o
. T

 h
 e 

W
hite H

ouse said it w
ould 

continue to search its files 
for both m

em
os and did not 

issue a denial that they had 
been w

ritten. 
T

he H
untsm

an m
em

o w
as 

labeled "confidential/sensi-
tive" and discussed a plan 
of political reprisal against 
M

IT
 raised by M

r. N
ixon as 

far back as 1970. T
his m

em
o 

w
as ad

d
ressed

 to
 S

h
u
ltz, 

K
issinger and E

hrlichm
an 

b
 y

 H
u
n
tsm

an
, w

h
o
 w

as 
W

hite H
ouse staff secretary 

at the tim
e. 

"U
p
o
n
 read

in
g
 th

e a t-
tach

ed
 article w

h
ich

 ap
-

p
eared

 in
 th

e W
all S

treet 
Journal, O

ct. 12, 1971 (about  

th
e A

B
M

 d
eb

ate an
d
 th

e 
scientific com

m
unity)," the 

H
untsm

an m
em

o reads, "it 
w

as requested that you re-_,  
port on the progress that has 
b
een

 m
ad

e o
n
 th

e P
resi=

 
d
en

t's d
irectiv

e o
f a y

ear 
ag

o
 to

 cu
t b

ack
 o

n
 M

IT
'S

 
subsidy in view

 of W
iesner's 

antidefense bias." 
T

he W
iesner referred td 

by H
untsm

an is Jerom
e B

. 
W

iesner, president of M
IT

 
and onetim

e science adviser 
to the late P

resident K
enne-

dy w
ho led academ

ic opposi-
tion to developm

ent of the 
anti-ballistic m

issile. W
ies-

ner argued publicly that the 
A

B
M

 w
ouldn't even w

ork. 
W

ashington P
ost 


