
M
elv

in
 R

. L
aird

's elev
en

th
 h

o
u
r res-

cu
e ex

p
ed

itio
n
 in

to
 R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ix
o
n
's 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se, stu

b
b
o
rn

ly
 resisted

 b
y
 

b
o
th

 m
en

 all sp
rin

g
 fo

r d
iv

erg
en

t rea-
so

n
s, w

as fin
ally

 fo
rced

 o
n
 th

em
 last 

w
eek

en
d
 at C

am
p
 D

av
id

 b
y
 th

e d
esp

er-
ate b

leak
n
ess o

f th
e situ

atio
n
. 

C
o
n
flictin

g
 w

ith
 h

is o
w

n
 d

esires an
d
 

a p
led

g
e to

 h
is fam

ily
, L

aird
 accep

ted
 

th
e
 to

p
 d

o
m

e
stic

 p
o
st a

t th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se o

n
ly

 after h
e saw

 d
o
m

estic p
o
l-

icy
 th

ere h
ad

 b
eco

m
e im

m
o
b
ilized

 b
y
 

th
e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 sc
a
n
d
a
l.' P

re
sid

e
n
t 

N
ix

o
n
, w

h
o
 p

refers ad
v
isers w

h
o
 g

iv
e 

n
o
, ad

v
ice an

d
 is n

o
t o

v
erly

 fo
n
d
 o

f th
e 

a
d
v
ic

e
-p

ro
n
e
 L

a
ird

, o
ffe

re
d
 th

e
 jo

b
 

o
n
ly

 after in
cessan

t im
p
o
rtu

n
in

g
 b

y
 

co
n
g
ressio

n
al R

ep
u
b
lican

s w
h
en

 h
e 

saw
 ev

ery
 o

th
er co

u
rse clo

sin
g
 fast. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
ly

, w
h
ile L

aird
's .ap

p
o
in

t-
m

en
t h

as rallied
 flag

g
in

g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 
m

o
rale o

n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill (w

h
ere p

resi- 

d
e
n
tia

l - re
sig

n
a
tio

n
 ta

lk
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

risin
g
), th

e fu
tu

re p
artn

ersh
ip

 b
etw

een
 

th
e tw

o
 is u

n
certain

. L
aird

 h
as b

een
 

clin
ically

 critical o
f alm

o
st ev

ery
th

in
g
 

d
o
n
e at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se th

e last tw
o
 

m
o
n
th

s a
n
d
 w

ill p
u
sh

 fo
r d

ra
m

a
tic

 
ch

an
g
es n

o
t co

n
g
en

ial to
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's 

h
ab

its o
r p

erso
n
ality

. T
h
at th

ey
 u

n
d
er-

sta
n
d
 e

a
c
h
 o

th
e
r p

e
rfe

c
tly

 sc
a
rc

e
ly

 
w

ill ease th
e ten

sio
n
. 

T
h
e L

aird
-to

-th
e-W

h
ite-H

o
u
se cam

-
p
a
ig

n
 b

e
g
a
n
 la

st fa
ll lo

n
g
 b

e
fo

re
 

W
aterg

ate's fu
ll eru

p
tio

n
 w

h
en

 far-see-
in

g
 ex

-N
ix

o
n
 aid

e B
ry

ce H
arlo

w
, crit-

ical o
f th

e clo
sed

 o
p
eratio

n
 ru

n
 b

y
 H

. 
R

. (B
o
b
) H

ald
em

an
 an

d
 Jo

h
n
 E

h
rlich

-
m

an
, p

riv
ately

 b
o
o
sted

 L
aird

 as a su
-

p
er-p

resid
en

tial assistan
t. L

aird
 w

o
u
ld

 
h
av

e n
o
 p

art o
f it, p

articu
larly

 so
 lo

n
g
 

as H
ald

em
an

 an
d
 ,E

h
rlich

m
an

 w
ere 

aro
u
n
d
. 

N
o
r w

o
u
ld

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. L

aird
's 

B
y C

harles D
el V

ecchlo—
T

he W
ashington P

ost 

"L
aird w

ants to open, the W
hite H

ouse." 

V
V

A
Put 	

4-4 ( 	
U

N
 8

 1
9
k
 

R
ow

lad E
vans and K

obert N
ovak 

...and M
elvin L

airu
9s R

escue M
ission 

in
flu

e
n
c
e
 th

e
re

, fa
d
in

g
 in

 h
is la

tte
r te

llin
g
 frie

n
d
s h

e
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t re

tu
rn

 to
 

m
o
n
th

s as S
ecretary

 o
f D

efen
se, h

it th
e N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
. B

u
t S

co
tt, 

b
o
tto

m
 last D

ecem
b
er w

h
en

 h
e o

p
- F

o
rd

 an
d
 H

arlo
w

 w
ere w

o
rk

in
g
 h

ard
, 

p
o
sed

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
's b

o
m

b
in

g
 o

f H
an

o
i b

o
th

 o
n
 L

aird
 an

d
 o

n
 th

e P
resid

en
t. 

fo
r fear it m

ig
h
t u

p
set th

e retu
rn

 o
f S

erio
u
s d

iscu
ssio

n
s b

eg
an

 b
y
 M

ay
 2

7
. 

A
m

erican
 P

O
W

s. D
u
rin

g
 o

n
e m

eetin
g
, 	

L
a
ird

's m
a
n
y
 d

e
m

a
n
d
s in

c
lu

d
e
d
: 

H
a
ld

e
m

a
n
 w

a
s c

o
ld

ly
 o

u
tra

g
e
d
 a

t C
a
b
in

e
t sta

tu
s a

n
d
 a

 se
a
t o

n
 th

e
 N

S
C

, 
L

aird
 fo

r h
o
ld

in
g
 u

p
 th

e P
resid

en
t's ' n

eith
er o

f w
h
ich

 d
o
m

estic p
o
licy

 ch
ief 

d
ecisio

n
, treatin

g
 L

aird
 as an

 in
ter- -) E

h
rlich

m
an

 h
ad

; g
u
aran

teed
 access to

 
lo

p
er. 	

'-"M
r. N

ix
o
n
. W

h
en

 L
aird

 an
d
 th

e P
resi- 

E
v
e
n
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 sc
a
n
d
a
l d

e
n
t fin

a
lly

 m
e
t a

t C
a
m

p
 D

a
v
id

 la
st 

■
 

ex
p
lo

d
ed

 fo
u
r m

o
n
th

s later, th
e W

h
ite S

u
n
d
ay

, M
r. N

ix
o
n
 assu

red
 h

im
 h

e 
 

H
o
u
se d

id
 n

o
t su

m
m

o
n
 L

aird
. D

esp
ite 

to
o
k
 n

o
 p

art in
 th

e W
aterg

ate co
v
er- 

re
ip

e
a
te

d
 n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
r sto

rie
s th

a
t h

e
 

w
as b

ein
g
 h

ired
, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 d

id
 n

o
t 

ev
en

 co
n
tact h

im
. Ju

n
io

r N
ix

o
n
 aid

es 
co

n
fid

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t w

an
ted

 n
o
 p

art 
o
f L

aird
 after last D

ecem
b
er. P

ressu
re 

cam
e n

o
t fro

m
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

n
 

L
aird

 b
u
t fro

m
 L

aird
's o

ld
 co

lleag
u
es 

in C
ongress. 

O
n
 A

p
ril 1

7
, th

e tw
o
 to

p
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 
c
o
n
g
re

ssio
n
a
l le

a
d
e
rs—

S
e
n
. H

u
g
h
 

S
co

tt o
f P

en
n
sy

lv
an

ia an
d
 R

ep
. G

erald
 

F
o
rd

 o
f M

ich
ig

an
—

 ask
ed

 th
e P

resi-
d
en

t to
 n

am
e a L

aird
-sty

le ch
ief d

o
-

m
e
stic

 a
id

e
 w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 c
o
n
su

lt th
e
 

H
ill. O

n
 A

p
ril 3

0
, S

co
tt an

d
 F

o
rd

 re-
la

y
e
d
 w

o
rd

 to
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se lo

b
b
y
ist W

illiam
 T

im
-

m
o
n
s 'th

a
t L

a
ird

 w
a
s th

e
ir o

n
e
 a

n
d
 

o
n
ly

 ch
o
ice. T

h
e P

resid
en

t d
id

 n
o
t re-

spond. 
M

e
a
n
w

h
ile

, little
 th

a
t th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se w

as d
o
in

g
 p

leased
 L

aird
. H

e 
stro

n
g
ly

 d
isap

p
ro

v
ed

 o
f m

u
sical ch

air 
C

ab
in

et sh
ifts as m

ean
in

g
less co

sm
et-

ics. H
e w

an
ted

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 to

 tak
e th

e 
in

itiativ
e in

 n
am

in
g
 a D

em
o
crat as in

-
d
ep

en
d
en

t W
aterg

ate p
ro

secu
to

r. H
e 

o
p
p
o
sed

 n
am

in
g
 G

en
. A

lex
an

d
er H

aig
 

"in
terim

" ch
ief o

f staff, co
rrectly

 p
re-

d
ictin

g
 it w

o
u
ld

 en
d
 a b

rillian
t m

ili-
tary

 career. H
e w

as ap
p
alled

 b
y
 in

ac-
c
u
ra

c
ie

s in
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's M

a
y
 2

2
 

"n
atio

n
al secu

rity
" statem

en
t. 

A
s recen

tly
 

as 
M

ay
 2

5
, L

aird
 w

as 

u
p
. L

aird
 accep

ted
 th

e jo
b
 th

at d
ay

. 
F

ro
m

 th
e
 sta

rt, L
a
ird

 w
ill c

a
ll o

n
 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 to

 d
o
 th

in
g
s h

e h
ab

itu
ally

 
sh

ies aw
ay

 fro
m

. L
aird

 w
an

ts to
 o

p
en

 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se, b

o
th

 to
 co

n
g
ressm

en
 

an
d
 th

e p
ress. N

o
t o

n
ly

 w
ill M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

ex
p
erien

ce th
e alien

 p
h
en

o
m

en
o
n
 o

f 
actu

ally
 h

earin
g
 w

h
o
lly

 in
d
ep

en
d
en

t 
a
d
v
ic

e
 fro

m
 a

 w
h
o
lly

 in
d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t 

aid
e, b

u
t it w

ill o
ften

 b
e uncogenial ad-

vice.,  L
aird

 feels th
e V

ietn
am

 w
ar is 

n
o
w

 u
p
 to

 S
aig

o
n
 an

d
 w

ill o
p
p
o
se re-

su
m

in
g
 U

.S
. air su

p
p
o
rt u

n
d
er an

y
 co

n
-

d
itio

n
s. H

e w
ill p

u
sh

 d
o
m

estic p
o
licy

 
g
en

tly
 leftw

ard
. 

N
early

 tw
o
 m

o
n
th

s ag
o
, L

aird
 p

ri- • 4  
v
ately

 ag
reed

 w
ith

 a co
lleag

u
e th

at 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 .sh

o
u
ld

 react to
 W

aterg
ate. 

b
y
 ad

o
p
tin

g
 m

ajo
r refo

rm
s in

 o
n
e fell 

sw
o
o
p
; p

iecem
eal ch

an
g
es u

n
d
er co

n
-

stan
tly

 acceleratin
g
 p

ressu
res w

o
u
ld

 
b
e a d

an
g
ero

u
s p

ro
cess. N

o
w

, L
aird

 
h
im

self is th
e latest lin

k
 in

 th
e p

iece-
m

eal ch
ain

. 
B

u
t th

e larg
er h

an
d
icap

 is so
m

eth
in

g
 

q
u
ite d

ifferen
t: p

o
ten

tial co
n
flict b

e-
tw

een
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 h

is n
ew

 ch
ief 

ad
v
iser, u

n
q
u
estio

n
ab

ly
 th

e stro
n
g
est 

in
sid

e m
an

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 h

as ev
er h

ired
. 

T
h
e q

u
estio

n
: W

ill th
e d

ire n
ecessity

 
th

at b
rin

g
s th

em
 to

g
eth

er k
eep

 th
em

 
to

g
e
th

e
r a

n
d
 sa

v
e
 th

e
 N

ix
o
n
 p

re
si-

dency? ©
 1973, P

ublishers-H
all S

yndleate 
"
 •

 •
•
•
•
•
,"

 "
•
•
 •

 •• • 
• • 	

• 	
••••• • • 	

• 

• 


