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Kissinger Gets Strained Welcome

By Marilyn Berger
Washington Post Staff Writer
As if Henry Xissinger
didn’t have enough troubles

at home lately, it seems that

for some days he was per-

sona non grata in Sweden.

The man who made secret
trips to China and who, be-
fore he entered the White
House, had the run of Euro-
pean capitals, was told his
presence was not particu-
larly desired at a recent con-
ference of politicians and
diplomats held in Saltsjoe-
baden, near Stockholm. In
earlier years Kissinger was
a much sought after star of
the discussions at the Bild-
erberg meetings.

A number of European
sources have confirmed that
word was sent to Kissinger
from Stockholm. The Swed-
ish Foreign Minister called
in the American charge d’af-
faires to say that in view of
the fact that Premier Olaf
Palme and other high Swed-
ish officials would be attend-
ing the conference, the pres-
idential adviser would not be
welcome,

When American repre-
sentatives of the Bilderberg
committee heard about this,
these ' sources said, they
were highly indignant. One

of the members is said to
have called Prince Bern-
hardt of the Netherlands,
tounder of the yearly con-
ferences. Bernhardt, in turn,
called Palme, and told him
that in view of Sweden’s at-
titude it might be better if
the conference were held
elsewhere. ’

Palme is said to have re-
plied that there must have
been some misunderstand-
ing and that he could not

~ imagine how that impres-

sion had been conveyed. The
prime minister called the
foreign minister who in turn

ordered the secretary gen- -

eral of the foreign ministry
to make amends to the
American charge d’affaires,
Arthur J. Olsen. He said
there must have been some
mistake.

Now officials in Washing-
ton.are explaining that what
the Swedish foreign minis-
ter meant in his original
communication was to con-
vey the message that if Kis-
singer were to come Swed-
ish officials would want to

meet with him as a U.S. offi- |
cial. .

Because of Sweden’s out-
spoken attitude toward U.S.
participation in the war in
Southeast Asia, there has
been no ambassador in
Stockholm since August and
no Swedish ambassador in
Washington since Decem-
ber.

Conference sources con-
firm that there could have
been no misunderstanding
the original message. In any
case, by the time amends
were made, Kissinger had
already let it be known that
his attendance at the confer-
ence would not be
“appropriate at this time.”
U.S. officials let it be known
that Kissinger’s cancellation

could be seen as a rebuke to
Sweden for May Day state-

-ments by the prime minister

and the foreign minister ac-
cusing the United States of
violating the Paris peace

agreements by bombing
“defenseless people” in
Cambodia.




