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Washington 	 "the cherished concept of 
civilian supremacy in the 

Senator Stuart Syming- 'American body politic" as 
ton. as acting chairman 'well as under specific pro-
if fric.  rater Armed Sena- ' visions of law, Haig would 
Ices C*.ituttee, has ques- ihave to resign his Army 
tionec President Nixon's ,post if he is to continue as 
legal authority to make y%iiiite House chief of staff. 
Gene eal.'i'Alexander M ' 	 ., 
Haig Jr.;the-„new chief of . 
staff e' 0•11 the, .:*NAThite House 	Symington noted that a 
Whil ,4,tr. le,„.:.; 1 .n e r a i st: : provision hi the U.S Code of 
serVescas.t.\rtny Vice chief Laws.  provides that no min- 
g starrit.7-  - 	' 	,.... I.:ay,. officer "may hold a civ- 

il office by 'election or au-
in a iertei to 1,._1.oi: Hien- poi

-  n 
tment  and  • t-T4ccePl-

irdson written 'before_: Rich ;id eeof 
sa(*„4diliioft(° or  rdLur resigned last ; *eek:,the ex irci;691:itS  function 

:s defense :,,secretary 'TO :he 	 41' - 	•  . 	ricei tetni!-- 
:..ttorney--general,$7.,-inil:-,:nates: his uiilzt ire 

.gion ititesteci tat tirrilett 	 "PPI'Int  zg  

When this legal issue was 
raised earlier this month by 
Public Citizen'  nc., a Ralph 
Na ert----rfzTf>, the Defense 
Department's legal officer 
took the position that the le-
gal provision cited by Sym-
ington was not applicable" 
to Ilan: 

The department argued 
that Haig was "but the lat-

;;:est of several Army and 
NaYy officers who over the 
vears have been detailed by 

4the President to perform 
wide range of duties in, tip 
:Office of the Presidentr and 
f'hat "officers so detailed 
:'function as military officer, 
performing, duties assigned 
by tin- President under his 
constitutional authority as 
hmniatider in chief." 
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