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NEW YORK — (UPI) -
Walter Cronkite believes the 
Nixon Administration "has 
tried to bring, and may have 
succeeded in bringing, the 
press to heel" in America. 

In an interview in the 
June issue of Playboy•maga-
zine, the CBS newsman ac-
cuses the Nixon Administra-
tion of "an orchestrated co- 

dinated 	campaign" 
against the press. 

Cronkite said he felt Spiro 
Agnew's 1969 speech, in Des 
Moines, lowa, in which the 
Vice President attacked 'IV 
news commentators as "a 
tiny, enclosed fraternity of 
privileged men elected by no 
one and enjoying a monopo-
ly sanctioned and licensed 
by government," was a turn-
ing point in the administa-
don's attitude toward the 
news media. 

"I think that wasthe open 
declaration in the battle," 
Cron ki t e said. "Before 
that it was siniply felt that 
this Admix istration's antag-
onism had been about like 

the antagonism shown by pre- 
vious administrations 	.," 

"The Administration 
tried to bring, and may:have 
succeeded in bringing. k,he 
press to heel. It has tried to 
suggest in every possible 
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way that the• press has no 
privileges in the society, 
that, indeed, if anything, the 
presi should be put under 
much closer scrutiny by so-
ciety as, a whole. 
-And this, I think, is a 

dangerous philosophy. This 
campaign against pre ss 
credibility to dvide the na-
tion from the press, is con-
tinuing --- and is being  

stepped up, as a matter of 
fact." 

Cronkite said nal' -a I-
though he regretted-using 
the term "conspiracy" in a 
speech a couple of years 
ago, "I still feel that this is 
basically what has taken 
place: A welklirectetl,iam-
paign against t h e 'tress, 
agreed upon in secret by 
members of the administra- 
tion." 	 ".' 
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