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U.S. Senator Alan Cran-
ston said here last night that
President Nixon’s handling
of the Watergate affair is in-
dicative of the administra-
tion’s attempts to ‘‘shroud
government actions in secre-
cy.ﬂ?

“Never before has an ad-
ministration made so many
broad moves to stifle infor-
mation about important do-
mestic actions and pro-
grams,” he charged.

Cranston, himself a for-
mer correspondent for Inter-
national News Serviee
spoke before the Association
of  Catholic Newsmen at
their annual McQuade
Awards dinner.

Cranston said the latest
Nixon move to keep the pub-
lic in the dark is contained
in a wide-ranging proposal
to revise the U.S. Criminal
Code.
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“The proposal would,” he
said. “‘bring down an execu-
tive iron curtain on all U.S.
government activities that
touch on, among other
things, national defense and
foreign. affairs.

“The proposals would
sanction the classification of
government documents by
some. 20,000 bureaucrats.
And, it would become a felo-
ny punishableby a fine of up
to $50,000 and seven years in
prison to disclose or commu-
nicate actions of the govern-
ment to public without per-
mission from the adminis-
tration.”

“In short,”” Cranston con-
tinued, “the administra-
tion’s proposal would shelter
those who made incompe-
tence, cover-up waste, bury

corruption and peddle im-’

proper infliience. And. any-
one inside the government
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who blew the whistle on
them would become a crimi-
nal.”’
In addition, Cranston cited
other attempts by the Nixon
administration to sqelch the
flow of information:
® Attempted and success- .
ful prosecutions of newsmen
who refuse to reveal confi-
dential sources of news.
@ The broadening of exec-
utive prmlege to the. point
where it is maintained that

‘the President has the right

to keep any of the two and a
half million government em-
ployes from testifying hefore
Congress.
® Warnings that local sta-

tions are responsible for
“balance”™ in networkinews
and may lose their licenses
if they do not take steps fo
insure that. bias — as de-
fined by the administration
itself — is kept out of net-
work news.



