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A
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ress 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 w

av
in

g
 after h

e sp
o
k
e to

 a leg
islativ

e co
n
feren

ce o
f th

e b
u
ild

in
g
 an

d
 

construction trade unions in W
ashington. A

t right is L
abor. Secretary P

eter J. B
rennan. 
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M
r. N

ix
o
n
 reiterated

 h
is in

- risin
g
 p

rices in
 h

is sp
eech

. 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
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p
ril 1
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 -

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 cam

e to
 th

e 
d

efen
se to

d
ay

 o
f h

is S
ecretary

 
o

f L
ab

o
r, P

eter 
J. 

B
rennan, 

w
h
o
 h

as b
een

 u
n
d
er h

eav
y
 at-

tack
 fro

m
 o

rg
an

ized
 lab

o
r fo

r 
supporting the A

dm
inistration's 

new
 m

inim
um

 w
age legislation. 

A
t a leg

islativ
e co

n
feren

ce 
o

f th
e b

u
ild

in
g

 an
d

 co
n

stru
c-

tion trades unions, out of w
hose 

ran
k

s M
r. B

ren
n

an
 cam

e last 
y
ear, th

e P
resid

en
t said

 th
at 

the L
abor S

ecretary had fought 
unsuccessfully for labor's posi-
tio

n
 in

 o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 a
 su

b
-

m
in

im
u
m

 w
ag

e fo
r y

o
u
th

. B
u
t 

"P
eter B

rennan is a team
 play-

er an
d

 h
e k

n
o

w
s th

at y
o

u
 can

't 
w

in
 th

em
 all," th

e P
resid

en
t 

said. 
L

ater at the sam
e conference, 

G
eorge M

eany, president of the 
a.A

.F
.L

.-C
.I.O

., renew
ed his at-

tack
 o

n
 M

r. B
ren

n
an

 fo
r su

p
-

p
o
rtin

g
 th

e A
d
m

in
istratio

n
's3

 
m

in
im

u
m

 w
ag

e p
ack

ag
e an

d
 

said
, "I w

an
t to

 m
ak

e it p
er-

fe
c
tly

 c
le

a
r th

a
t P

e
te

's p
e
r-

fo
rm

an
ce w

as a d
isap

p
o

in
t-

m
e
n
t to

 m
e
—

 a
h
o
c
k
." In

 a
 

re
fe

re
n
c
e
 to

 M
r. B

re
n
n
a
n
's 

trad
e u

n
io

n
 b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

, M
r. 

M
ean

y
 said

, "If P
ete is a team

 
p
lay

er h
e w

ill h
av

e to
 ad

m
it 

h
e can

't b
e o

n
 tw

o
 co

m
p
etin

g
 

team
s." S

ellout D
enied 

L
ater in

 th
e d

ay
 M

r. B
ren

n
an

 
sp

o
k
e in

 h
is o

w
n

 d
fen

se to
 h

is 
fo

rm
er u

n
io

n
 co

llag
u

es, say
-

in
g
 th

at h
e h

ad
 p

resen
ted

 th
e 

m
inim

um
 w

age bill as 'a m
em

-
b
er o

f th
e C

ab
in

et, n
o
t as an

 
individual, and that he had put  up a fight on the issue in C

abi-
net m

etings. 
"T

h
e d

ay
 I sell o

u
t I resig

n
 

as S
ecretary

 o
f L

ab
o
r, th

at's a 
prom

ise," M
r. B

rennan said. "If 
y
o
u
 th

in
k
 I sh

o
u
ld

 resig
n
," h

e 
to

ld
 h

is h
a
rd

-h
a
t a

u
d
ie

n
c
e
, 

"L
et's h

ear fro
m

 y
o

u
." 

T
he A

dm
inistration's pro-

p
o

sals w
o

u
ld

 raise th
e m

in
i-

m
u

m
 w

ag
e fro

m
 th

e cu
rren

t 
$1.60 an hour to $2.30 an hour 
in

 fo
u
r in

stallm
en

ts. It w
o
u
ld

 
perm

it a low
er m

inim
um

 w
age 

to
 b

e,  paid to w
orkers 19 years 

o
f ag

e o
r y

o
u
n
g
er. 

P
resident N

ixon, noting that 
M

r. B
re

h
n
a
n
 h

a
d
 lo

st h
is 

argum
ent on the m

inim
um

 w
ag 

legislation, said that the L
abor 

S
e
c
re

ta
ry

 h
a
d
 p

re
v
a
ile

d
 in

 
arg

u
in

g
 fo

r a ceilin
g

 o
n
 m

eat 
p
ric

e
s a

g
a
in

st S
e
c
re

ta
ry

 o
f 

A
g

ricu
ltu

re E
arl L

. B
u

tt, w
h

o
 

o
p

p
o

sed
 th

e cielin
g

. In
 th

is 
C

abinet you w
in som

e and you 
lose som

e," M
r. N

ixon said. 
'T

oughest D
ecision' 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 p

raised
 th

e co
n
-

stru
ctio

n
 w

o
rk

ers fo
r su

p
p

o
rt-

in
g

 h
is fo

reig
n

 p
o

licies, p
ar-

ticularly his decisions to invade 
C

am
b
o
d
ia in

 1
9
7
0
, to

 m
in

e 
H

aiphong harbor last M
ay and-

to resum
e the bom

bing of N
orth 

V
ietnam

 last D
ecem

ber, w
hich 

h
e said

 w
as "th

e to
u
g
h
est d

e-
cision I m

ade as P
resident." - 

H
a
d
 it n

o
t b

e
e
n
 fo

r th
o
se

 
d
ecisio

n
s, th

e P
resid

en
t d

e-
clared

, "o
u
r p

riso
n
ers o

f w
ar 

w
ould still be in H

anoi." 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t also
 said

 th
at 

h
e m

u
st m

ain
tain

 a h
ig

h
 lev

el 
o
f d

efen
se sp

en
d
in

g
 to

 b
e in

 I  a p
o
sitio

n
 to

 b
arg

ain
 W

ith
 th

e 
S

oviet U
nion and C

hina on the 
m

u
tu

al red
u

ctio
n

 o
f co

n
v

en
-

tional and. nuclear arm
s. 

"It is essential, if w
e're going 

to
 m

ak
e an

y
 k

in
d

 o
f d

eal w
ith

 
them

, that to get anything from
 

th
em

 •y
o
u
 h

av
e g

o
t to

 h
av

e 
so

m
eth

in
g
 to

 g
iv

e," th
e P

resi-
dent said. 

'R
esponsibility for S

abotage' 

H
e ad

d
ed

 th
at. th

o
se w

h
o
 

w
ould unilaterally' cut defense 

spending "w
ould take responsi-

b
ility

 fo
r sab

o
tag

in
g

" p
eace 

n
e
g

o
tia

tio
n

s a
n

d
 b

lo
c
k

in
g

 
further arm

s reductions.  

ten
d
o
n
 o

f h
o
ld

in
g
" F

ed
eral 

sp
en

d
in

g
 to

 $
2
8
6
-b

illio
n
 th

is 
y
ear. "It's n

o
 p

leasu
re fo

r th
e 

P
resid

en
t o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

to
 v

e
to

 sp
e
n
d
in

g
 b

ills a
n
d
, 

after all, it isn
't m

y
 m

o
n
ey

, its 
yours," he told the audience of 
ab

o
u

t 4
,0

0
0

 b
u

ild
in

g
 an

d
 co

n
-

stru
ctio

n
 trad

e u
n
io

n
ists at th

e 
W

ashington H
ilton hotel. 

T
h
e P

resid
en

t said
 th

at h
e 

w
as v

eto
in

g
 sp

en
d

in
g

 b
ills so

 
that the public w

ould not have 
to

 p
ay

 h
ig

h
er tax

es o
r face in

-
flation. 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 d

id
 n

o
t m

en
tio

n
  T

his om
ission w

as pointed out 
b

y
 M

r. M
ean

y
, th

e lead
er o

f 
th

e A
m

erican
 F

ed
eratio

n
 o

f 
L

ab
o

r an
d

 C
o

n
g

ress o
f In

d
u

s-
trial O

rganizations. 
E

conom
ic P

olicies D
ecried 

"It's fo
rtu

n
ate I h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 

d
ro

p
 in

 an
d
 fin

d
 o

u
t th

e co
u
n
-

try
 is in

 g
re

a
t sh

a
p
e
," M

r. 
M

eany said sarcastically of M
r. 

N
ixon's speech. 
T

h
e lab

o
r lead

er said
 th

at 
P

h
ases 1

, 2
 an

d
 3

 o
f th

e P
resi-

d
en

t's eco
n
o
m

ic 
stabilization 

p
ro

g
ram

 "w
ere all co

m
p

lete 
and m

iserable failures." 


