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ixon Vows Ai& 
To South Vietnam 

Associated Press 

San Clemente 
President Nixon and South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu pledged a joint effort yesterday to build a lasting  Indochina peace, then began discussing Saigon's plea forstepped-up U.S. economic aid. 
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After the leaders complet-
ed an initial 20-minute meet-
ing At Mr. 'Nixon's ho me 
here, officials indicated that 
Thieu had received Mr. Nix-
on's pledge of an infusion of 
U.S. aid for postwar recon-
struction. 

But indications were that Mr. Nixon was frowning.. 
upon a Thieu request fon4 
specific U.S. guarantee of 
renewed military interven—%  tion if North Vietnam bla-: 
tantly violates t h e 
fragile cease-fire agre e-
ment. 

As he gave Thieu aTull 
military welcome. Mr. Nix-
o n expressed hopes that 
their two days of talks would 
produce "great steps for-
ward in building the lasting 
peace, the real peace that 
we have fought together for 

Thieu responded by i§x-
pressing "heartfelt grati-
tude" for past U.S. assist-
ance and said he hoped,the 
meeting would bring "a con- 
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solidation of pe tl,iin 'Indo-
china and a new era3Ceon-
structive cooperation is in 
peace =tug all parties tm- , c 

After the  two leaders' 
opening meeting, White 
House press secretary Ron-
ald L. Ziegler said they had 
reviewed the situation in In-
dochina and had "stressed 
the importance of imple-
menting" the  cease-fire 
agreement signed 't w o 
months ago in Paris. 

The two presidents, Zie-
gler said, "reaffirmed the 
continuing strong friendly 
ties" between their coun-
tries and discussed the de-
velopment of their postwar 
relations. 

ATMOSPHERE 
The ,,spoke.sman said the 

talks were held in "an at-
mosphere of friendship and 
cordiality." Sources report-
ed there was hard bargain-
ing on economic issues. Zie-
g 1 e r acknowledged there 
was "substantial discussion 
regarding economic assist-
ance . . . redevelopment as-
sistance . . . which the Unit-
ed States could continue to 
provide to South Vietnam as 
we move into the postwar 
period." 

He said the leaders were 
discussing "in depth and in 
detail" such other questions 
as efforts to account for U.S. 
troops still missing in ac-
tion. reported infiltration by:' 
North Vietnam and the press 
ence of North Vietnameie 
troops in Laos and Cambod-
ia. 

When asked whether the 
U.S. would renew bombing it 
North Vietnam blatantly vio-
lated the cease-fire, Ziegler 
declined to answer, saying, 
"It won't serve any useful 
purpose to speculate on ... 
the United States' response 
to hypothetical develop-
ments. ' 

VIEW 
Tnisi statement appeared 

to reflect Mr. Nixon's re-
ported view thet he should 
avoid any specific commit-
ment in response to Thieu's 
request for a guarantee of, 
military intervention. Rath-
er, Mr. Nixon is said to be 
ready to repeat his not -
so-specific warning to Hanoi 
that he expects full compli-
ance with t h e cease-fire 
agreement. 

In welcoming Thieu Mr. 
Nixon said: the Vietnamese 
now "have the strength to 
defend their won independ-
ence and their right to 
choose their own govern.- 
ment ..." 

"• . . We hope from this 
day, as a result of our 
talks," Mr. Nixon said, "will  

come great steps forWard in 
building the lasting peace, 
the rear peace that we have 
fought together for, and that 
now we want all of our peo-
ple to live for." 

Thieu responded by ex-
pressing "heartfelt gratitude 
. . . for the noble contribu-
tion of the American nation" 
to defend his country. 
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PRESIDENT AND MRS. NIXON WELCOMED PRESIDENT AND MRS. THIEU 
Xinons wen hIsts at a workitng d5nner for theiv gv5rt- at San Clemente 


