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F
B

I W
h

eat D
eal C

overu
p

.  C
harged 

3/403 	
- 

B
y N

ick K
otz 	

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t w
as in

fo
rm

ed
 W

h
en

 ag
en

ts N
ich

o
las W

u
l- 

• 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

R
e
p
. Jo

h
n
 M

e
lc

h
e
r (D

-

M
ont.) said yesterday that his 

request to the F
B

I for inform
-

a
tio

n
 c

o
n
c
e
rn

in
g
 p

o
ssib

le
 

m
ish

a
n
d
lin

g
 o

f th
e
 S

o
v
ie

t 
w

h
eat d

eal resu
lted

 in
stead

 in
 

h
is b

ein
g
 in

terro
g
ated

 b
y
 th

e 
F13I. 

A
t issue w

as M
elcher s com

-

p
lain

t th
at th

e F
B

I an
d
 Ju

s-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t are refu

sin
g
 

to
 m

ak
e p

u
b
lic in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

th
a
t m

ig
h
t e

m
b
a
rra

ss th
e
 

N
ixon adm

inistration. 
M

elcher said he w
as told the 

F
B

I h
ad

 tak
en

 a statem
en

t 
fro

m
 a C

o
n
tin

en
tal G

rain
 C

o
. 

o
fficial. w

h
ich

 in
d
icated

 th
e 

N
ixon adm

inistration, had m
is-

le
d
 th

e
 p

u
b
lic

 o
n
 th

e
 g

ia
n
t 

w
h
e
a
t sa

le
 to

 R
u
ssia

. T
h
e
 

statem
ent allegedly is that the  about the sale beforehand. 

If th
is is tru

e, th
e ad

m
in

is-
tratio

n
 failed

 to
 p

ro
p
erly

 in
-

form
 the public about changes 

in the m
arket supply .and de-

m
and situation. T

he adm
inis-

tration claim
s the huge S

oviet 
w

heat patochases took the U
.S

. 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t b
y
 su

rp
rise. 

A
fter M

elch
er co

m
p
lain

ed
 

p
u
b
licly

 ab
o
u
t th

e F
B

I refu
s-

in
g
 to

 m
ak

e its in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

p
u
b
lic, th

e co
n
g
ressm

an
 said

 
he received a call W

ednesday 
fro

m
 th

e
 F

B
I re

q
u
e
stin

g
 a

 
m

eeting. 
"I w

as really
 en

co
u
rag

e 
said M

elcher. "I thgu4tit 
fin

ally
 w

ere 
going. tit 4C 

acro
ss w

ith
 so

m
e 

inform
a-

tion."  

tich
 an

d
 G

eo
rg

e F
ish

er cam
e 

to
 h

is o
ffice T

h
u
rsd

ay
 m

o
rn

- 

ing, M
elcher said, "T

o m
y sur-

p
rise, I d

isco
v
ered

 th
at th

e 
p
u
rp

o
se o

f th
eir v

isit w
as to

 

try
 to

 fin
d
 o

u
t w

h
o
 I h

a
d
 

talked w
ith at the C

ontinental 
G

rain C
o. 

"I n
o
w

 th
in

k
 th

e o
n
ly

 rea-
so

n
 th

ey
 cam

e aro
u
n
d
 w

as to
 

ch
eck

 o
u
t h

o
w

 m
u
ch

 I k
n
ew

 
that, m

ight haunt them
 if they 

ev
er p

u
t o

u
t a rep

o
rt ab

so
lv

-
in

g
 ,ry

b
o
d
y
." 

"I asked w
ho had sent them

 
fo see m

e," M
elcher said, "and 

*they said they didn't know
." 

W
ith

, 	
a
k
e
n
te

ie
h
is of- 

fice, M
elcher called A

ssistant 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral H

en
ry

' P
e-.  terser, from

 w
hom

 he has been 
try

in
g
 to

 g
et in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

n
 

th
e
 w

h
e
a
t d

e
a
l fo

r se
v
e
ra

l 
m

onths. 
P

etersen said he diiin't send 
th

e ag
en

ts, b
u
t also

 again de-
'd

in
ed

 to
 b

e h
elp

fu
l, M

elch
er.  

said. 
A

n F
B

I spokesm
an said it is 

n
ev

er th
e p

ractice o
f th

e F
B

I 
to give investigative inform

a-
tion to m

em
bers of C

oggress. 
If a statem

ent w
as taken from

 
a C

ontinental official, he said, 
th

en
 th

e F
B

I w
o
u
ld

 tu
rn

-the 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

v
er to

 th
e Ju

s-
tice D

epartm
ent. 

M
elcher• said didn't supply 

the F
B

I w
ith any inform

ation 
eitheil. "T

hey've, already ..got 
th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
. I w

an
t," 'h

e 
said. 


