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W
ashington 
T

h
e E

n
cy

clo
p
ed

ia B
ri-

tan
n
ica, in

 its sectio
n
 o

n
 

"to
u
rn

am
en

ts," is p
erh

ap
s 

as en
lig

h
ten

in
g
 a so

u
rce 

a
s a

n
y
 o

n
 w

h
y
, in

 th
e
 

p
resen

t jo
u
st b

etw
een

 th
e 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 th

e leg
-

islatu
re, so

 little m
o
n
ey

 is 
b
ein

g
 p

u
t o

n
 C

o
n
g
ress. 

T
he B

ritannica tells us of 
th

e k
n
ig

h
tly

 ritu
al o

n
 th

e 
eve of the m

eeting. T
he new

- 
1
 y

 d
u
b
b
e
d
 

knight spends 
th

e n
ig

h
t in

 
N

ew
s 

t h
 e ch

ap
el, 

h
is w

eap
o
n
s 

A
n

alysis 
o
n
 th

e altar. 
In

 th
e m

o
rn

-
lag

, th
ere is th

e cap
ariso

n
 

of the horse, the polishing of 
the arm

or, the donning of it 
p
iece b

y
 p

iece, th
e v

iso
r, 

the lance rest, the greaves. 
T

h
e sq

u
ires w

earin
g
 th

e 
knight's device study the or- 

der of battle. T
he call goes 

out for the trum
peter to an-

n
o
u
n
ce th

e o
p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e 

engagem
ent. 

E
x
cep

t th
at w

h
en

 t h
 e 

tru
m

p
et so

u
n
d
s o

n
 C

ap
ito

l 
H

ill, it's often for m
ilk and 

c
o
o
k
ie

s. Ju
st a

s a
ll is in

 
read

in
ess fo

r th
e b

ig
 clash

, 
tim

e out is called. C
ongress 

gets dow
n from

 its horse, re-
m

o
v
es its arm

o
r, p

u
ts it 

back in the arm
ory and pre-

pares to go hom
e to see the 

folks and tell them
 w

hat it's 
been doing. 

A
d

versary 
T

h
e
 a

d
v
e
rsa

ry
 in

 th
e
 

W
hite H

ouse, of course, nev-
er g

ets o
ff h

is h
o
rse. H

e is 
alw

ays battle-ready. W
her-

ev
er h

e g
o
es, to

 S
an

 C
le-

m
ente, to K

ey B
iscayne, the 

W
hite H

ouse goes w
ith him

. 
If h

e w
ish

es to
 talk

 to
 th

e 
country, he raises a hand for 
four netw

orks to convene 
C

o
n
g
ress clattered

 in
to

 
tow

n on January 3, fire in its  

ey
e an

d
 o

n
 its to

n
g
u
e. It 

w
as, according to the C

on-
gressional Q

uarterly, one of 
its ch

ief ch
ro

n
iclers, "in

 a 
defiant m

ood." B
ut 23 m

eet-
ings later, it w

as in recess. 
T

h
ere h

as  b
een

 m
u
ch

 
sn

o
rtin

g
 an

d
 p

o
stu

rin
g
 in

 
those first days. T

he C
hrist-

m
as bom

bing still hung on 
th

e air, an
d
 th

ere w
as rag

e 
u
n
d
er th

e d
o
m

e, an
d
 h

ig
h
 

talk. If the P
resident didn't 

e
n
d
  th

e
 w

a
r, C

o
n
g
re

ss 
w

ould. 
B

u
t n

o
t rig

h
t aw

ay
, o

f 
co

u
rse. T

h
ey

 co
u
ld

 h
ard

ly
 

do anything before the inau-
g
u
ratio

n
, co

u
ld

 th
ey

? 

H
is P

lan
s 

T
 h

 e P
resid

en
t ig

n
o
red

 
them

, w
ent forw

ard w
ith his 

p
lan

s an
d
, w

h
en

 it su
ited

 
him

, dispatched his squire. 
H

enry K
issinger, to P

aris to 
m

ake peace. C
onsiderably 

deflated, the knights turned 
their attention to the budget.  

"H
e can't do this to us," the 

fum
ed. 

In the debate over the con-
firm

a
tio

n
 o

f C
a
sp

a
r W

. 
W

einberger, the P
resident's 

cheese-paring choice for sec-
retary of H

E
W

, the agency 
that takes baskets to the vil-
la

g
e
r s, S

e
n
a
to

r H
a
ro

ld
 

H
u
g
h
es (D

em
-Io

w
a) p

 i c-
tured the problem

 vividly. 
"W

h
en

 th
ey

 say
 to

 th
e 

- people that w
e cannot afford 

to do anything for the ones 
w

h
o
 m

u
st rely

 o
n
 th

em
-

selv
es, th

ey
 a r e talk

in
g
 

about the aged, the little old 
lady sitting in a room

 som
e-

w
h
ere a n

 d
 eatin

g
 b

o
iled

 
eggs for lunch . . . the chil-
dren of the country, the poor, 
th

e d
isab

led
, th

e alco
h
o
lic 

and the drug addict. T
hese 

are th
e p

eo
p
le th

at th
is ad

-
m

inistration thinks are con-
tributing to the inflation and 
the spending." 

B
ut only ten senators, in-

c
h
id

in
g
 H

u
g
h
e
s, v

o
te

d
 

ag
ain

st W
ein

b
erg

er, b
e- 

c
a
u
se

, a
s S

e
n
a
to

r Ja
c
o
b
 

Jav
its (R

ep
-N

.Y
.) p

u
t it, 

"W
e o

u
g
h
t, if w

e can
, to

 
give the P

resident those he 
w

aits for his cabinet." 
Y

o
u
 n

ev
er h

ear an
y
o
n
e 

say
in

g
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 
ought 'to yield to C

ongres-
sio

n
al w

ish
es, o

r th
at it is 

im
polite or discourteous of 

him
 to im

pound funds they 
h
av

e ap
p
ro

p
riated

 o
 r to

 
slash, 

p
ro

g
ram

s th
ey

 h
av

e 
voted. 

In
stitu

tion
 

T
he P

resident is a popular 
institution 	

th
ese d

 a y
 s, 

w
h
eth

er th
e h

o
ld

er o
f it is 

p
erso

n
ally

 p
o
p
u
lar o

r n
o
t. 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
 u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 

that very w
ell w

hen 'in the 
recen

t cam
p
aig

n
 h

e ran
 as 

an office, not as a m
an. 

M
ostly because of the w

ar, 
C

ongress has the im
age of a 

dithering,. nattering assem
-

b
lag

e o
f an

x
io

u
s co

n
fo

rm
-

ists, sn
a
rle

d
 in

 p
ro

to
c
o
l 

an
d
 h

au
n
ted

 b
y
 w

h
at th

e  

neighbors w
ill say. 

A
ctu

ally
, it is o

n
e o

f th
e 

functions of the P
resident to 

ex
p
lain

 h
ith

self, 'to
 d

efin
e 

the 
co

u
n
try

's actio
n
s 

B
ut this. P

resident spends 
less tim

e explaining him
self 

than any in recent m
em

ory, 
and C

ongress. 
A

fter the L
incoln D

ay rhet-
o
ric o

f th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

s, 
there w

ill be another rhetor-
ical interlude for the D

em
o-

crat s' Jefferso
n
-Jack

so
n
 

D
ay

, an
d
 th

at w
ill b

e fo
l-

low
ed by an E

aster recess. 
C

ongress spends an inordi-
nate am

ount of tim
e getting 

on and off its horse. M
aybe 

if it w
o
u
ld

 ju
st sit th

ro
u
g
h
 

the w
inter and spring like a 

state legislature and spend 
m

ore tim
e acting, it w

ould 
in tim

e acquire the m
om

en-
tum

, cunning and vigilance 
to

 g
iv

e th
e P

resid
en

t th
e 

sense that he has form
idable 

opposition in a tournam
ent 

that has yet to be joined. 


