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Media Criticized for. 'Outrageous' Stories 

Agnew Says Thieu Is Not a 'Callous  Dictator'  

Los Angeles,1 
Vice President Spiro T. 

Agnew has heaped words 
of praise on South Viet-
nam's President Thieu and 
scorned those who see him 
as "a callous dictator." 

The Vice President told 
the Lincoln Club of Los An-
geles that "believe me, gen-
tlemen, President Th i e u 
isn't anything like whatkyou 
reafl about in the newspa- 

,, 
A new delivered t h e 

speech Monday night, but 
the text of his remarks was 
not made available until 
yesterday. 

Agnew, who returned re-
cently from a trip to South-
east Asia, said the South 
Vietnamese leader is a dis-
tinguished man, he is a de-
cent man, he is man of tre-
mendous patriotism for his 
country, he is a scholar." 

The Vice President noted 
that Thieu is scheduled to 
meet with President Nixon 

- - 
at San Clemente soon.. 

"I hope you'll have a'  
chance to find out how abso-
lutely outrageous the stories 
that have been passed about 
him as a callous dictator 
really are," Agnew told the 
black-tie audience of busi-
ness and professional men. 

Unit ed States District 
Judge Stanley M. Barnes, 
club president, said it was 
the club's decision not to in-
vite newsmen to cover the 
speech and a spokesman in 

ashington for Agnew said 
t was not the Vice Presi-
ent's decision. 
Agnew, vacationing this 

week at the home of Frank 
Sinatra in the Palm Springs 

. area, said he watched televi-
sion coverage of the return 
of war prisoners and com-
mented that "those are the 
men who are the heroes of 
the war, not those who fled 
from their duty. 

"We must be particularly 
hard and tough in our treat- 

ment of deserters." 
Agnew scoffed at what he 

t e r m e d a publicity cam-
paign to persuade President 
Nixon to grant amnesty t8 
war protesters and evaders. 

"It althost makes one ill to 
hear about how deserters 

they fled from an immo-
ral war," he said. 

The Vice President at-
tacked a New York Times 
editorial which cited Presi-
dent Lincoln's humanitar-
iansim toward Civil War  

deserters. He said it' was 
wrong to imply that Lincoln 
was more humane in his ap-
proach than Mr. Nixon. 
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