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 lot of people around 

here have been w
ondering about P

resi-

d
en

t N
ix

o
n

's m
o

o
d

 as h
e g

o
es in

to
 h

is 

seco
n
d
 term

, an
d
 n

o
w

 w
e h

av
e a few

 

h
in

ts fro
m

 th
e P

resid
en

t h
im

self. T
h
e 

m
an is fighting m

ad. H
e has his second 

term
 and his settlem

ent in V
ietnam

, and 
he has com

e out of his struggles w
ith all 

his grievances intact. If anything, he is 
m

ore com
bative and energetic than ever 

before, and he seem
s determ

ined to re-
form

 everything and everybody but him
-

self. 

S
en

d
in

g a m
essage 

G
eo

rg
e W

allace u
sed

 to
 u

rg
e th

e 
A

m
erican people to "send a m

essage to 
those guys in W

ashington," but now
 it is 

the P
resident, w

ho apparently heard the 
W

allace m
essage, w

ho is sending a m
es-

sage back to the people, the C
ongress, 

an
d
 h

is critics. 
"S

hape up," he says, w
ith all the sub-

tlety of a sergeant m
ajor. G

et to w
ork. 

D
o

n
't ask

 w
h

at th
e n

atio
n

 can
 d

o
 fo

r 
y
o
u
, o

r ev
en

 w
h
at y

o
u
 can

 d
o
 fo

r th
e 

th
e
 sm

a
ll so

c
ie

ty
 

Jaralm
s Ilteston 

nation, but w
hat you can do for yourself. 

H
is budget, his rem

arks about the C
on-

gress, his defense of the bom
bing in the 

last w
eeks of the w

ar, and his claim
s for 

the "peace" are not appeals for recon- 

ciliation but defiant declarations of w
ar. 

T
he second term

 w
as going to be "ex-

citing," he prom
ised, and that m

ay be 
the understatem

ent of the new
 year. 

A
 revealing docum

ent 

T
he text of his last new

s conference is 
a revealing docum

ent. T
he tone is that 

of a m
an w

ho has w
on a great political 

victory and settled a w
ar nobody else 

could end, and now
 he is not going to be 

crossed by all those vicious grum
blers 

w
ho abandoned him

 in the struggle and 
didn't even have the grace to adm

it he 
w

as right all along. 
W

heri he w
as asked w

hether he had 

b
y
 
B

rick
m

an
 

 

an
y
th

in
g
 in

 m
in

d
 "to

 h
elp

 h
eal th

e 
w

o
u
n
d
s in

 th
is co

u
n
try

," h
e to

o
k
 a 

som
ew

hat different line from
 M

r. L
in-

coln, and answ
ered w

ith m
alice tow

ard 

som
e and charity only for his support-

ers. 
"W

ell," he said, "it takes tw
o to heal 

w
ounds, and I m

ust say, w
hen I see that 

the m
ost vigorous criticism

—
or shall w

e 

say the least pleasure out of the peace 

agreem
ent com

es from
 those w

ho w
ere 

the m
ost outspoken advocates of peace 

at an
y
 p

rice—
it m

ak
es o

n
e realize 

w
hether som

e w
ant the w

ounds healed. 
W

e do." 
N

ixon did recognize that m
aybe the 

C
ongress had a problem

 getting inform
a-

tion from
 the executive if his officials 

m
isused the device of executive privilege 

and refused to testify on C
apitol H

ill. 

R
ight to im

pound 
H

ere h
e w

as cau
tio

u
s an

d
 ag

reed
 to

 
th

in
k
 ab

o
u
t th

e p
ro

b
lem

 an
d
 m

ak
e a 

considered statem
ent on it later, but he 

asserted his right to im
pound funds vot-

ed by an irresponsible C
ongress, and his 

rem
ark

s ab
o
u
t g

ran
tin

g
 am

n
esty

 to
 

those w
ho had refused to serve in the 

w
ar left no room

 for com
prom

ise now
 

o
r later o

n
. 

T
he am

nesty question didn't ask him
 

w
hether he w

as considering such a poli-
cy now

 but. "dow
n the road m

uch far-
th

er." 
"A

m
n
esty

 m
ean

s fo
rg

iv
en

ess," h
e 

said. "W
e cannot provide forgiveness for 

them
. T

hose w
ho served paid their price. 

T
h
o
se w

h
o
 d

eserted
 m

u
st p

ay
 th

eir 
p

rice, an
d

 th
e p

rice is n
o

t a ju
n

k
et in

 
the P

eace C
orps or som

ething like that,  

as som
e have suggested; T

he price is a 
crim

inal penalty for disobeying the ,law
s 

o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates to

 retu
rn

 to
, th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates, th

ey
 m

u
st p

ay
 th

e-p
en

-
alty. If they don't w

ant to return,.,they.. 
are certain

ly
 w

elco
m

e to
 stay

 in
 an

y
-

country that w
elcom

es them
 . . 

D
ivides the nation 
M

any things m
ight be said about, is, 

F
irst, am

nesty is a very hard question. .  
that clearly divides the nation, K

IR
:, 

n
esty

 d
o
es n

o
t m

ean
 fo

rg
iv

en
ess. It 

com
es from

 the sam
e root as am

n410,,A
., 

is an act of "forgetting", past acts. S
ec-

ond, he left him
self no out for the tilture, 

and even rejected the com
prom

ise,, of 
n

o
n

m
ilitary

 serv
ice. T

h
ird

, it d
ram

a-
tized, like the savage bom

bing of N
orth 

V
ietnam

, and som
e of his stiff budgets 

on m
any social program

s, an insettsitiy7, 
ity to people in trouble, if not an actual ` 
strain of cruelty. 	

- 	
re 

"C
ertainly," he said, "I have sym

pa-
th

y
 fo

r an
y
 in

d
iv

id
u
al w

h
o
 h

as 0
4
0
 a, 

m
istak

e. W
e h

av
e all m

ad
e m

istak
es. 

B
ut also, it is a rule of life, w

e all favQ
` 

to
 p

ay
 fo

r o
u
r m

istak
es." T

h
is is o

d
d
 

com
ing from

 a m
an w

ho has certainly 
m

ad
e h

is sh
are o

f m
istak

es, 1
;5

: h
as 

som
ehow

 m
anaged over a long and re- 

m
arkable career to be rew

arded- 'tattier;;
than punished for m

any of them
. 

T
oo often

 lately 
M

aybe all this m
erely indicateS

, the 
exuberance of the election and the V

iet-
nam

 settlem
ent, or one of the dangers of 

the open new
s conference —

that som
e 

tim
es it brings delicate questions 	

the. 
fore at an aw

kw
ard tim

e—
but this,ort' 

of thing has happened too often lately to 
be regarded as an accident. 
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e
b
 73, filed Nixon: Mr. Nixon's assumptions seem to be not only that he has been 

right on these coral questions all along but that there Was little or nothing to be said on the other side. 

Also, that he has a mandate from the people for all his policies - never mind the help he got from George McGovern 

or the fact that the Democrats were re-elected as the Congressional majority - and that he intends to push them 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
.
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