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Secretary of Defense Melvin 
R. Laird yesterday awarded 
Pentagon spokesman Jerry W. 
Priedheim the Defense Depart-
ment's medal for distinguished 
service. 

The award cited hire for 
providing "with faultless pro-
fessional clear, concise, seen- 
rate and timely information 
concerning the worldwide ac-
tivities of the Department of 
Defense " 

Friedheim, whose job as 
principal deputy assistant sec-
retary of defense for public 
affairs is to brief the press 
every day, has been accused 
by critics in recent weeks of 
obscuring the news of the 
recent heavy bombing of 
North Vietnam. 


