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had a 

"tremendous opportunity" and 
hoped that he would respond 
to Mr. Nixon's desire to fulfill 
a pledge to have an open Gov-
ernment. 

He said that the Park Service 
had "fallen behind" in serving 
the people and hoped that Mr. 
Walker wuld be able to restore 
the spirit of Park Service em-
ployes to attack the problems 
of overcrwoding, developing 
wilderness areas and other 
needed outdoor recreation fa-
cilities. "We wish him well," 
he said. 

Daniel Poole of the Wildlife 
Management Institute said that 
"we have the normal concerns 
and apprehensions" over such 
a political appointment. Echo-
ing other conservationists, he 
saidt  "We had hoped that the  

person selected would have a 
demonstrated knowledge and 
concern for the National Park 
System, its philosophy, concept 
and principles." 

Cites White House Ties 
Mr. McCloskey said that he 

hoped that Mr. Walker's 
"strong ties to the White House 
will draw support for the 
parks." It was not necessary, 
he said, to have a professional 
career man from the ranks of 
the service but added, "I doubt 
that anyone in the environ-
mental field ever heard of 
him." 

Mr. Hartzog, who invited Mr. 
Walker to meet with the Park 
Service staff this afternoon, 
termed his successor "a very 
attractive young inan." 

Secretary of the Interior 
Rogers C. B. Morton, in an-
nouncing Mr. Walker's appoint-
ment, said he had been selected 
"becatise he is a dedicated per-
son of unusual talent and abil-
ity." Mr. Morton said that Mr. 
Walker would be a "strong suc-
cessor" to M. Hartzog. 

"Ron is totally committed to 
leading the National Park Sys-
tem into its second century," 
Mr. Morton said. "The mission 
of our Park Service to conserve 
and preserve our natural and 
historical heritage and to pro-
vide educational and recrea-
tional opportunities for millions 
of visitors is one of the great 
challenges of our time." 
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