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T
h

ieu
 ap

p
aren

tly rep
p

la • s m
ajor ob

stacle to p
eace 

L
O

N
D

O
N

 —
 A

s L
e D

ue T
ho and H

enry 
K

issin
g
er ap

p
ro

ach
 an

o
th

er ro
u
n
d
 o

f 
talk

s, th
ere are th

e m
o
st d

irectly
 co

n
-

flictin
g
 estim

ates o
f th

e p
ro

sp
ect fo

r 
ag

reem
en

t. P
essim

istic rep
o
rts fro

m
 

P
aris say that the U

nited S
tates has at-

tem
p
ted

 to
 reo

p
en

 b
asic issu

es in
 th

e 
draft V

ietnam
 peace term

s published in 
O

ctober. B
ut W

ashington officials, pri-
v
ately

 an
d
 p

u
b
licly

, say
 th

ey
 are ex

- 
trem

ely optim
istic that a final settlem

ent 
w

ill be reached soon. 

Ju
d

g
m

en
t d

ifficu
lt 

It is d
ifficu

lt fo
r o

u
tsid

ers to
 m

ak
e a 

judgm
ent, not least because the leaked 

p
essim

ism
 an

d
 o

p
tim

ism
 m

ay
 th

em
-

selves be negotiating tactics, aim
ed at a.  

p
articu

lar p
arty

 o
r sectio

n
 o

f o
p
in

io
n
. 

B
ut it m

ay be useful to canvass various 
theories on w

hat is obstructing the peace 
th

at K
issin

g
er said

 o
n
 O

ct. 2
6
 w

as "a 
m

atter of w
eeks or less." 

O
ne theory is that K

issinger negotiated 
the O

ctober term
s w

ithout the approval 
of his principal. B

oth the A
m

erican right 
and the S

outh V
ietnam

ese governm
ent 

have been prom
oting that view

. H
um

an 
E

vents, the right-w
ing paper, said quick-

ly
 th

a
t P

re
sid

e
n
t N

ix
o
n
 w

a
s "d

is-
pleased." T

he S
aigon radio accused K

is-
singer of "contradicting the P

resident's 
thinking. 

A
cted

 in
 ig

n
o

ran
ce?

 
Is it conceivable that K

issinger acted 
in

 ig
n
o
ran

ce o
r d

isreg
ard

 o
f th

e P
resi-

dent's view
s? N

o. N
ixon of course kept 

in the closest touch w
ith developm

ents 

D
EC

 4
 1

9
7
2
 

A
nthony L

ew
is 

in the crucial O
ctober negotiating ses- 

sions. 
T

h
e
n
 th

e
re

 is th
e
 th

e
o
ry

 th
a
t th

e
 

A
m

erican adm
inistration never really in- 

tended to agree, that it w
as all a politi- 

cal trick
. O

n
ce th

e d
raft term

s leak
ed

 
o
u
t, u

n
d
er circu

m
stan

ces th
at are still 

n
o
t clear, K

issin
g
er d

id
 try

 to
 p

u
t th

e 
best political face on them

; he certainly 
ex

ag
g
erated

 th
e im

m
in

en
ce o

f p
eace. 

B
ut I find no reason to believe that he 

w
as p

arty
 to

 a cy
n
ical d

ecep
tio

n
 fo

r 
election purposes. 

T
h

ieu
 u

n
d

erestim
ated

 
W

h
at, th

en
, h

as b
een

 th
e p

ro
b
lem

 
since O

ctober? It can only be that K
is-

singer, and N
ixon, underestim

ated the 
stren

g
th

 o
f P

resid
en

t T
h
ieu

's lik
ely

 
objections to the draft agreem

ent —
 and 

overestim
ated their ability to bring him

 
along. C

onfronted w
ith the reality of his 

opposition, N
ixon evidently felt that it 

w
ould be politically dangerous to try to 

resolve the .nroblem
 before N

ov. 7. A
fter-

w
a
rd

, w
ith

 h
is im

m
e
n
se

 v
ic

to
ry

 
achieved, the P

resident could take his 
tim

e. 
T

he indications are that N
ixon has now

 
m

ade his decision. W
e shall learn from

 
th

e o
rd

ers to
 H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er: Is h

e 
going back to P

aris to insist on changes 
o
f su

b
stan

ce in
 th

e d
raft ag

reem
en

t -
changes to m

eet T
hieu's dem

ands? O
r is 

he instructed to negotiate but in the end, 
after show

ing that he has tried, to sign  

on roughly the O
ctober term

s if they are 
the best available? 

T
he difference could be one of w

ar or 
peace. K

issinger m
ust know

 that, for no 
A

m
erican can be.m

ore aw
are than he of 

th
e im

m
en

se d
ifficu

lty
 o

f m
o
v
in

g
 th

e 
N

orth V
ietnam

ese on w
hat they regard 

as 'basic issues. H
is w

hole negotiating 
effort for four years has been to try' to 
avoid such confrontations w

hen possible. 
A

 good exam
ple is the issue of N

orth 
V

ietnam
ese troops in the south —

 troops 
that they do not adm

it having there and 
in

 an
y
 case reg

ard
 as leg

itim
ate. A

s 
long ago as M

ay 31, 1971, the dem
and 

for a specific pledge of N
orth V

ietnam
-

ese troop w
ithdraw

al w
ithout a m

utual 
pledge from

 H
anoi. T

o press the dem
and 

again now
, at S

aigon's urging, w
ould be 

F
allin

g
 in

 w
as easy

! 

to put the w
hole agreem

ent in jeopardy. 
In short, the decisive question is w

hat 
it alw

ay
s h

as b
een

: W
ill an

 A
m

erican
 

P
resident be w

illing to take the political 
risk of signing peace term

s that do not 
have the active approval of N

guyen V
an 

T
hieu? 
T

h
e d

an
g
er is o

f fallin
g
 in

to
 th

e o
ld

 
d
elu

sio
n
 th

at ju
st a little m

o
re w

ar, a 
little m

o
re b

o
m

b
in

g
, w

ill im
p
ro

v
e th

e 
situation enough to satisfy T

hieu. It is a 
delusion because T

hieu has m
ade very 

clear that nothing w
ill really satisfy him

 
except total victory —

 the destruction of 
all forces in S

outh V
ietnam

 opposed to 
his regim

e. H
e w

ill agree to com
prom

ise 
peace term

s only w
hen he sees that the 

U
n
ited

 S
tates is read

y
 to

 sig
n
 w

ith
o
u
t 

him
. 

T
h

e N
ixo

n
 to

tal 
C

ritics, seeing the fam
iliar choice for 

A
m

erican policy today, w
ould say that it 

has been devastating folly all along to 
m

ake that policy dependent on T
hieu. 

D
evastating, that is, for the V

ietnam
ese. 

In the m
onth of O

ctober alone, during 
the apparent hold-up of peace on T

hieu's 
behalf, A

m
erican planes dropped 94,364 

tons of bom
bs on V

ietnam
, N

orth and 
S

o
u
th

. T
h
at b

ro
u
g
h
t th

e to
tal fo

r th
e 

N
ixon years to m

ore than 4 m
illion tons. 

W
hatever the rights or w

rongs of the 
past, can it really b

e that R
ichard N

ixon 
and H

enry K
issinger w

ould carry that 
terror and destruction into the indefinite 
fu

tu
re rath

er th
an

 d
iffer w

ith
 N

g
u
y
en

 
V

an T
hieu? 

It is o
n
 th

e b
elief th

at th
e an

sw
er to 

that question m
ust be no that one's hope 

for peace in V
ietnam

 now
 rests. 
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