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 T
h
e o

n
e p

red
ictab

le 
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
 is th

at h
e is 

unpredictable. T
he m

an loves a surprise. 
W

h
o
, fo

r ex
am

p
le, co

u
ld

 h
av

e g
u
essed

 
th

at h
is first m

ajo
r d

ecisio
n

 after w
in

-
n

in
g

 a sp
ectacu

lar "M
id

d
le A

m
erica" 

Jam
es R

eston
 

election victory, w
ould have been to ap-

point three H
arvard m

en to his new
 sec-

ond term
 cabinet? 

A
s secretary

 o
f d

efen
se, E

llio
t L

ee 
R

ich
ard

so
n
, H

arv
ard

 '4
1
; H

arv
ard

 law
 

'47; law
 clerk to L

earned H
and and Jus-

tice F
elix

 F
ran

k
fu

rter; L
t. G

o
v

. o
f M

as-
sach

u
setts; assistan

t to
 th

at g
en

tle p
ro

-
g
ressiv

e m
an

, S
en

. L
ev

erett S
alto

n
stall 

o
f M

assach
u
setts, lectu

rer at th
e H

ar-
v
ard

 L
aw

 S
ch

o
o
l; a B

o
sto

n
 B

rah
m

in
, a 

sen
sib

le estab
lish

m
en

t m
an

 o
f p

eace, 
form

er" undersecretary of S
tate and sec-

retary
 o

f H
E

W
, b

u
t certain

ly
 n

o
 m

id
d
le 

A
m

erican type: handsom
e, am

bitious, al-
m

ost arrogantly patrician. 
A

s secretary of H
ealth, E

ducation and 
W

elfare, C
asp

er W
illard

 W
ein

b
erg

er, 
1

9
3

8
 H

arv
ard

 classm
ate an

d
 frien

d
 o

f 
A

rth
u
r S

ch
lesin

g
er, m

ag
n
a cu

m
 lau

d
e, 

H
arv

ard
 L

aw
 S

ch
o
o
l, 1

9
4
1
, P

h
i B

eta 
K

appa, finance director for G
ov. R

onald 
R

eag
an

 o
f C

alifo
rn

ia, m
em

b
er o

f G
en

. 
M

acA
rth

u
r's in

tellig
en

ce staff, n
ew

sp
a-

p
er co

lu
m

n
ist in

 th
e S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 B
ay

 
area, d

irecto
r o

f th
e O

ffice o
f M

an
ag

e-
m

en
t an

d
 B

u
d
g
et in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se: a 

h a n d s o m
 e, sophisticated, m

oderately 
conservative R

epublican, w
ho now

 has to 
p
resid

e o
v
er cu

ttin
g
 b

ack
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 

H
E

W
 budget. 

R
oy L

aw
rence A

sh, electronics m
anu-

factu
rer, p

resid
en

t o
f L

itto
n

 In
d
u

stries, 
efficiency expert, H

oratio A
lger C

harac-
ter out of C

alifornia, w
ho never w

ent to 
u
n
d
erg

rad
u
ate co

lleg
e b

u
t cam

e o
u
t o

f 
H

arvard B
usiness S

chool in B
oston w

ith 
highest honors in 1947. 
• 

S
till, there is som

ething very logical in 

all th
is illo

g
ic. It is th

e th
em

e an
d
 co

n
-

trad
ictio

n
 o

f N
ix

o
n

's life. H
e h

as m
ad

e 
o

n
e o

f th
e g

reat A
m

erican
 p

o
litical ca- 

reers out of doing the unexpected. 
A

fter losing the P
residency in 1960 and 

th
e g

o
v
ern

o
rsh

ip
 o

f C
alifo

rn
ia in

 1
9
6
2
, 

and announcing his retirem
ent from

 poli-
tics, h

e m
ad

e th
e g

reatest co
m

eb
ack

 
since L

azarus. H
e lost the P

residency as 
an

 an
ti-C

o
m

m
u

n
ist h

aw
k

, an
d

 w
o

n
 an

d
 

retain
ed

 it as a m
an

 o
f p

eace an
d

 ,ac-
com

m
odation w

ith the C
om

m
unists. 

G
e

n
e

ro
u

s to
 c

ritic
s
 

A
n
d
 in

 th
e last few

 d
ay

s, h
e h

as b
een

 
alm

ost m
ore generous to his critics than 

to
 h

is allies in
 th

e last electio
n
. H

e h
as 

n
o

t b
een

 d
efen

d
in

g
 h

is W
h

ite !H
o

u
se 

staff, b
u
t in

sistin
g
 th

at it is to
o
 b

ig
 an

d
 

has to be cut back. 
H

e has not been arguing for his "w
in-

n
in

g
 team

" o
f th

e last fo
u

r y
ears, b

u
t 

calling for a new
 team

, for new
 changes, 

an
d
 fo

r a n
ew

 an
d
 m

o
re p

o
w

erfu
l cab

i-
n
et, w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e resp

o
n
sib

le to
 th

e 
C

ongress and the people. 
F

o
r a

 tim
e
 in

 h
is first te

rm
, h

e
 

seem
ed

 to
 b

e tu
rn

in
g
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

in
to

 a p
alace, w

ith
 u

n
ifo

rm
ed

 g
u

ard
s in

 
m

u
sic h

all p
lu

m
es, b

u
t n

o
w

 h
e is re-

treatin
g

 fro
m

 th
e m

ajesty
 o

f th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se an

d
 th

e fo
rm

ality
 o

f th
e O

v
al 
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o

o
m
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 th
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rm
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p
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 re
tre

a
t h
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 th
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m
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T

he historians and psychiatrists of the 
fu

tu
re w

ill p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

e v
ery

 in
terested

 
in

 all th
is, b

u
t fo

r th
e tim

e b
ein

g
, h

is 
ap

p
ro

ach
 to

 h
is seco

n
d
 term

 is reassu
r-

in
g
. W

h
atev

er th
e p

ast, h
e is n

o
w

 d
eal-

ing w
ith the future. 

H
e is trying to deal w

ith the lessons of 
h
isto

ry
. P

resid
en

tial seco
n
d
 term

s ten
d
 

to
 g

et tired
 an

d
 so

ft, th
erefo

re, th
ey

 
h

av
e to

 g
et n

ew
 m

en
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ew
 id
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ew

  

v
ig

o
r. L

an
d
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 b
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h
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u
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E
ver since it w

as clear that N
ixon w

as 
g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e re-elected

 —
 w

h
ich

 n
o
w

 
seem

s a long tim
e ago —

 both his critics 
an

d
, w

h
at is m

o
re in

terestin
g

, ev
en

 
m

an
y

 o
f h

is m
o

st in
tim

ate su
p

p
o

rters, 
w

ondered w
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ould be m
agnani-

m
o

u
s o
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d
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e w

as re-elected
 

o
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y
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w
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u
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G
e
n
e
ro

u
s, se
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n
e
 

In
 h

is talk
 w

ith
 th

e rep
o
rters at C

am
p
 

D
avid the other night, he w

as m
ore gen- 

erous, m
ore com

posed and m
ore serene 

than any of his contem
poraries can ever 

rem
em

b
er. H

e seem
ed

, alm
o

st fo
r th

e 
first tim

e, to
 b

e th
in

k
in

g
 o

f h
isto

ry
 in

-
stead

 o
f p

o
litics, an

d
 th

is co
u
ld

 b
e a 

significant change. 
F

or he has not been trusted in the past 
b

ecau
se h

e tru
sted

 n
o

 m
an

, w
h

ich
 w

as 
th

e trag
ed

y
 o

f h
is p

red
ecesso

r, L
y

n
d

o
n

 
Jo

h
n

so
n

; b
u

t in
 h

is little talk
 at C

am
p

 
D

av
id

, h
e seem

ed
 to

 b
e reach

in
g
 o

u
t in

 
a new

 spirit for a new
 accom

m
odation at 

h
o

m
e, as h

e d
id

 w
ith

 h
is ad

v
ersaries in

 
M

oscow
 and P

eking. A
nd this could be-

g
in

 a n
ew

 ch
ap

ter in
 A

m
erican

 p
o

litics, 
if his critics respond in an equally gener-
ous spirit. 
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