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T
he L

egend of S
aint G

eorge M
cG

overn 
B

y P
atrick J. B

uchanan 

"T
h
ere are few

 m
en

 in
 p

u
b
lic life o

n
e 

co
u
ld

 call to
o
 

good, 
to

o
 sim

p
le an

d
 

tru
stin

g
, to

o
 b

o
u

n
d

 b
y

 th
e
 P

u
rita

n
 

eth
ic to

 en
g
ag

e a G
o
d
fath

er in
 b

attle. 
B

u
t G

eo
rg

e M
cG

o
v
ern

 is o
n
e o

f th
em

. 
N

o
 n

ic
e
 g

u
y
 e

v
e
r fin

ish
e
d
 a

 m
o
re

 
h
eartb

reak
in

g
 last." 

—
H

A
R

R
IET V

A
N

 H
O

R
N

E 
T

he N
ew

 Y
ork P

ost 

•
 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
—

T
he first steps to-

w
ard

 b
eatificatio

n
 h

av
e alread

y
 b

een
 

tak
en

. M
cG

o
v
ern

 staffers rev
eren

tially
 

w
h

isp
er o

f th
eir fallen

 lead
er, "A

ctu
-

ally
 h

e's ju
st to

o
 g

o
o
d
 to

 b
e P

resid
en

t." 
M

ary
 M

cG
ro

ry
 su

g
g
ests th

e sen
ten

ce 
b

e carv
ed

 as h
is ep

itap
h

. C
o

lu
m

n
ist 

T
o

m
 B

rad
en

 celeb
rates th

at "sen
se o

f 
in

n
o

cen
t u

p
rig

h
tn

ess" th
at p

ro
v

ed
 a 

"fla
w

" in
 th

e
 ro

u
g

h
-a

n
d

-tu
m

b
le

 o
f 

P
resid

en
tial p

o
litics. 

A
t th

e
 V

irg
in

 Isla
n
d
 re

tre
a
t o

f 
in

cen
se-b

u
rn

er H
en

ry
 K

im
elm

an
, M

r. 
M

cG
o

v
ern

 m
o

v
es th

e m
arty

r lin
e to

 
v

isitin
g

 p
ilg

rim
s o

f th
e p

ress. "I k
n

o
w

 
I'm

 rig
h
t . . . I h

ad
 a lo

n
g
 h

isto
ry

 o
f 

p
rin

cip
le," h

e rem
in

d
s T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
T

im
es; an

d
 to

 T
h

e. S
tar-N

ew
s, "M

y
 

v
iew

s w
ere to

o
 p

ro
g

ressiv
e . • ." an

d
, 

"I d
o
n
't se

e
 m

y
se

lf a
s th

e
 re

a
l lo

se
r 

in 1972. I see th
e co

u
n

try
 as th

e lo
ser." 

B
e
fo

re
 th

e
 le

g
e
n
d
 o

f S
t. G

e
o
rg

e
 

en
ters o

u
r p

o
litical m

y
th

o
lo

g
y

, let th
e 

reco
rd

 sh
o

w
 th

at M
r. M

cG
o

v
ern

 an
d

 
h

is fren
etic acco

m
p

lice ran
 ju

st ab
o

u
t 

th
e d

irtiest, m
ean

est P
resid

en
tial cam

-
p

aig
n

 in
 th

is n
atio

n
's h

isto
ry

. 

• 
T

o
 th

o
se o

f u
s ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 w
o
rk

-
in

g
 u

p
 th

e w
in

ter b
o

o
k

, p
relim

in
ary

 
re

se
a
rc

h
 a

n
d

 e
a
rly

 sc
o

u
tin

g
 re

p
o

rts 
seem

ed
 w

h
o
lly

 at v
arian

ce w
ith

 th
e 

p
rev

ailin
g
 co

n
sen

su
s ab

o
u
t th

e "o
n
ly

 
d
ecen

t m
an

 in
 th

e U
.S

. S
en

ate." 
W

ell b
efo

re th
e su

m
m

er o
f 1

9
7

2
, 

M
r. M

c
G

o
v

e
rn

 h
a
d

 sh
o

w
n

 h
im

se
lf 

p
o

sse
sse

d
 o

f p
a
ssio

n
s o

th
e
r th

a
n

 
sain

tly
. O

f h
is 1

9
6

0
 S

en
ato

rial 
op-

ponent, 
K

arl M
u
n
d
t, M

cG
o
v
ern

 h
ad

 
said

, "I d
o
n
't k

n
o
w

 h
o
w

 h
e felt ab

o
u
t 

m
e
 . . b

u
t I k

n
e
w

 I h
a
te

d
 h

is g
u

ts  

. . . I h
a
te

d
 h

im
 so

 m
u

c
h

 I lo
st m

y
 

sen
se o

f b
alan

ce." O
f th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 
can

d
id

ate in
 1

9
6
4
, M

r. M
cG

o
v
ern

 h
ad

 
said

, "I reg
ard

 M
r. G

o
ld

w
ater as th

e 
m

o
st u

n
stab

le rad
ical an

d
 ex

trem
ist 

ev
er to

 ru
n
 fo

r th
e P

resid
en

cy
." W

h
en

, 
a
fte

r a
 h

a
lf c

e
n
tu

ry
 o

f se
rv

ic
e
, J. 

E
d

g
ar H

o
o

v
er d

ied
 in

 h
is sleep

, M
r. 

M
cG

o
v
ern

 su
m

m
ed

 u
p
 h

is sen
tim

en
ts 

th
u

s: "H
o

o
v

er h
ad

 liv
ed

 b
ey

o
n

d
 th

e 
n
o
rm

a
l y

e
a
rs, so

 I c
o
u
ld

n
't fe

e
l th

e
 

p
a
th

o
s I w

o
u

ld
 fo

r a
 y

o
u

n
g

 m
a
n

. I 
co

u
ld

 feel n
o

th
in

g
 b

u
t relief .th

a
t h

e
 

w
a
s n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r a

 p
u

b
lic

 se
rv

a
n

t. I 
th

o
u

g
h

t h
e h

ad
 b

eco
m

e a m
en

ace to
 

ju
stice." A

n
d

 w
h

en
 h

is D
em

o
cratic 

co
lleag

u
e an

d
 p

rim
ary

 o
p
p
o
n
en

t H
en

ry
 

Ja
c
k
so

n
 sp

o
k
e
 o

u
t a

g
a
in

st fo
rc

e
d
 

b
u

sin
g

, th
e
 g

re
a
t h

e
a
le

r w
a
s th

e
re

 
to

 c
h
a
rg

e
 h

im
 w

ith
 "

e
m

b
ra

c
in

g
 

racism
." 

(T
h

u
s, w

h
e
n

 M
r. M

c
G

o
v

e
rn

 c
u

t 
lo

o
se o

n
 th

e cred
en

tials co
m

m
ittee 

d
e
c
isio

n
 a

s a
n
 "in

c
re

d
ib

le
, c

y
n
ic

a
l, 

ro
tte

n
 p

o
litic

a
l ste

a
l," a

n
d

 o
n

 c
o

n
-

serv
ativ

e co
lu

m
n

ists as "lo
u

sy
, b

itter, 
paranoid, despicable, obnoxious propa-
g

an
d

ists w
h

o
 . . . w

rite n
o

th
in

g
 g

o
o

d
 

ab
o

u
t an

y
 can

d
id

ate m
o

re lib
eral th

an
 

G
en

g
h

is K
h

an
," h

is o
u

tb
u

rsts cam
e 

a
s le

ss o
f a

 su
rp

rise
 to

 h
is p

o
litic

a
l 

ad
v

ersaries th
an

 to
 h

is trav
elin

g
 co

m
-

panions.) 
B

u
t if M

r. M
cG

o
v

ern
's p

ast fu
lm

i-
nations m

erited censure, th
ere is n

o
 

p
reced

en
t fo

r an
d
 n

o
 d

efen
se fo

r th
e 

slanders and contum
ely he visited upon 

th
e ch

aracter an
d
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 o

f 
th

e P
resid

en
t. W

h
at fo

llo
w

s is b
u
t a 

sam
ple. 

D
uring the fall, M

r. M
cG

overn de-
scrib

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t p

erso
n

ally
 as a 

"b
lo

b
 o

u
t th

e
re

," "o
f n

o
 c

o
n

sta
n

t 
principle except opportunism

 and polit-
ical m

anuipulation," a m
an "up to his 

ears in
 p

o
litical sab

o
tag

e," w
h
o
 w

as 
"afraid

 o
f th

e p
eo

p
le" an

d
 reg

u
larly

 
fa

v
o

re
d

 th
e
 "p

o
w

e
rfu

l a
n

d
 g

re
e
d

y
" 

over the public interest. T
he P

resident's 
d
efen

se p
ro

g
ram

s w
ere "m

ad
n
ess"; h

e 
h

ad
 "d

eg
rad

ed
 th

e S
u

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt" 

an
d
, o

n
 th

ree o
ccasio

n
s at least, M

r. 
M

cG
o
v
ern

 d
rew

 p
arallels b

etw
een

 th
e 

\P
re

sid
e
n
t a

n
d
 h

is G
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t a

n
d
 

A
dolf H

itler and his N
azi R

eidh. 
A

s fo
r th

e N
ix

o
n
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
, it  

w
a
s th

e
 "m

o
st m

o
ra

lly
 ,b

a
n

k
ru

p
t,", 

th
e
 "

m
o
st m

o
ra

lly
 c

o
rru

p
t,"

 th
e
 

"trick
iest, m

o
st d

eceitfu
l . 	

. in
 o

u
r 

en
tire n

atio
n

al h
isto

ry
," an

d
 th

e R
e-

p
u
b
lican

 p
arty

 h
e p

u
b
licly

 co
m

p
ared

 
w

ith
 th

e K
u

 K
lu

x
 K

lan
. 

•
 

B
u
t n

o
th

in
g
 riv

aled
 in

 m
alicio

u
sn

ess 
h
is ch

aracterizatio
n
s o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's 
p
o
licy

 o
f en

d
in

g
 in

 h
o
n
o
r a w

ar in
to

 
w

h
ich

 M
r. M

cG
o

v
ern

's p
arty

 h
ad

 led
 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, A

g
ain

, a sam
p

lin
g

: 
"
H

e
 [P

re
sid

e
n
t N

ix
o
n
] h

a
s d

e
-

scen
d
ed

 to
 a n

ew
 lev

el o
f b

arb
arism

' 
. . . to

 sa
v

e
 h

is o
w

n
 fa

c
e
 a

n
d

 to
 

p
ro

p
 u

p
 th

e co
rru

p
t reg

im
e o

f T
h

ieu
."' 

. . . th
e
 re

-e
le

c
tio

n
 o

f R
ic

h
a
rd

 
N

ix
o
n
 in

 1
9
7
2
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 a

n
 o

p
e
n
 

h
u

n
tin

g
 rig

h
t fo

r th
is m

an
 to

 g
iv

e in
 

to
 a

ll h
is im

p
u

lse
s fo

r a
 m

a
jo

r w
a
r 

ag
ain

st th
e p

eo
p

le o
f In

d
o

ch
in

a." P
res-

id
en

t N
ix

o
n

 is m
ak

ih
g

 d
raft ev

ad
ers 

th
e "scap

eg
o
ats fo

r h
is m

u
rd

ero
u
s an

d
 

b
arb

aric p
o

licies in
 S

o
u

th
east A

sia." 
"H

e h
as k

illed
 m

o
re in

n
o
cen

t p
eo

p
le 

th
an

 h
is p

red
ecesso

rs." A
n

d
 h

is A
d

-
m

in
istratio

n
 is "ev

en
 w

illin
g

 to
 su

r-
ren

d
er th

e m
o

st p
recio

u
s id

eals an
d

 
v

alu
es o

f th
is co

u
n

try
, b

y
 b

o
m

b
in

g
 an

d
 

napalm
ing defenseless people including 

th
o

u
san

d
s o

f little ch
ild

ren
 . . ." 

A
 w

e
e
k

 a
fte

r th
e
 c

a
m

p
a
ig

n
 w

a
s 

over, M
r. M

cG
overn, poolside at K

im
el-

m
a
n

's, w
a
s still y

o
w

lin
g

 o
n

 to
 T

h
e
 

T
im

es an
d
 S

tar-N
ew

s ab
o
u
t th

e P
res-

id
en

t's "sin
ister p

lo
ts" an

d
 "m

assiv
e 

crim
es" an

d
 "m

u
rd

ero
u

s . . . b
arb

aric 
p
o
licy

" in
 A

sia. 
H

is second running-m
ate, M

r. S
hriver, 

p
ro

v
ed

 h
im

self an
 ap

t u
n
d
erstu

d
y
. In

 
tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s o
f cam

p
aig

n
in

g
, h

e m
an

-
ag

ed
 to

 co
n
d
em

n
 th

e P
resid

en
t as the 

"n
atio

n
's b

ig
g
est slu

m
lo

rd
," 

a 
"p

sy
-

ch
iatric case," w

h
o
 w

as "p
o
w

er m
ad

" 
an

d
 p

lay
in

g
 th

e "refo
rm

ed
 d

ru
n

k
" in

 
a w

o
rld

 w
h
ere th

e P
resid

en
t w

as th
e 

"n
u
m

b
e
r o

n
e
 w

a
rm

a
k
e
r" a

n
d
 th

e
 

"n
u
m

b
er o

n
e b

o
m

b
er o

f all tim
e . . . 

an
d
 th

at in
clu

d
es Ju

liu
s C

aesar." (O
n
e 

im
ag

in
es th

at last ep
ith

et cau
sed

 m
o
re 

an
g
u
ish

 in
 th

e h
isto

ry
 d

ep
artm

en
ts o

f 
C

an
terb

u
ry

 S
ch

o
o

l an
d

 Y
ale th

an
 in

 
th

e o
v

al o
ffice.) 

F
ro

m
 M

r. S
h
riv

er's ev
alu

atio
n
 o

f th
e 

P
resid

en
t,' th

e q
u
estio

n
s em

erg
e: H

o
w

  

co
u
ld

 a m
an

 o
f h

is o
b
v
io

u
s p

rin
cip

les 
h

a
v

e
 a

llo
w

e
d

 h
im

se
lf to

 se
rv

e
 a

s 
A

m
b

assad
o

r to
 P

aris th
ro

u
g

h
 1

9
6

9
 an

d
 ' 

in
d

eed
, rep

o
rts h

av
e it, to

 b
e seen

 as 
late as 1

9
7
0
 p

ad
d
in

g
 ab

o
u
t th

e W
est 

W
in

g
 in

 search
 o

f em
p

lo
y

m
en

t "at th
e 

p
leasu

re o
f" su

ch
 a ty

ran
t? 

M
an

y
 rep

o
rters, co

lu
m

n
ists an

d
 p

u
b

-
lic

a
tio

n
s th

a
t w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t list th

e
m

-
selv

es as M
r. N

ix
o
n
's ad

m
irers n

ev
er., 

th
eless d

id
 n

o
t d

isg
u
ise th

eir d
isg

u
st 

a
n

d
 c

o
n

te
m

p
t a

s th
e
 "n

e
w

 p
o

litic
s" 

d
eg

en
erated

 in
to

 rem
o

rseless b
illin

g
s-

g
ate. B

u
t so

m
e d

id
. S

o
m

e ig
n
o
red

 an
d
 

ex
cu

sed
 an

d
 in

d
u
lg

ed
 th

e D
em

o
cratic 

tick
et. 

A
n
d
 if o

n
e w

ill co
m

p
are th

e to
ler-

a
n

c
e
 a

c
c
o

rd
e
d

 b
y

 th
e
se

 la
tte

r to
 

M
essrs. M

cG
o

v
ern

 &
 S

h
riv

er to
 th

e 
fe

ro
c
ity

 w
ith

 w
h

ic
h

 th
e
y

 fe
ll u

p
o

n
 

G
o

v
ern

o
r A

g
n

ew
 in

 1
9

6
8

 fo
r h

is "fat 
Ja

p
," "P

o
la

c
k
" a

n
d
 "if y

o
u
'v

e
 

seen 
o
n
e
 slu

m
, y

o
u
 se

e
 th

e
m

 a
ll" v

e
rb

a
l 

m
isstep

s—
o

n
e can

 g
ath

er an
 u

n
d

er-
sta

n
d

in
g

 w
h

y
 b

e
lie

f in
 a

 "d
o

u
b

le
 

sta
n
d
a
rd

" o
f th

e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l m

e
d
ia

 is 
an

 article o
f faith

 to
 m

illio
n
s. 

•
 

E
n

sh
rin

ed
 in

 th
e co

n
v

en
tio

n
al w

is-
d

o
m

 o
f th

e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n

 le
ft is th

e
 

co
n
v
ictio

n
 th

at a q
u
arter cen

tu
ry

 ag
o
 

R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
 w

as a p
o

litical b
raw

ler, 
w

ith
 b

u
t a n

o
d

d
in

g
 acq

u
ain

tan
ce w

ith
 

th
e M

arq
u

ess o
f Q

u
een

sb
erry

. B
u

t n
o

 
stu

d
e
n

t o
r re

se
a
rc

h
e
r o

f th
o

se
 c

a
m

-
p
aig

n
s h

as ev
er fo

u
n
d
 an

y
th

in
g
 su

g
-

g
ested

 o
r stated

 to
 co

m
p
are rem

o
tely

 
w

ith
 M

r. M
cG

o
v

ern
's alleg

atio
n

s th
at 

th
is P

resid
en

t w
as so

m
e so

rt o
f H

it-
le

rite
 w

a
rm

o
n

g
e
r, g

u
ilty

 o
f c

rim
e
s 

ran
g

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e m

u
rd

er o
f in

n
o

cen
t 

ch
ild

ren
 to

 n
ear g

en
o

cid
e ag

ain
st th

e 
p

eo
p

le o
f A

sia. 
A

n
d

 if h
is a

c
o

ly
te

s in
 th

e
 m

e
d

ia
 

su
cceed

 in
 h

aV
in

g
 G

eo
rg

e M
cG

o
v
ern

 
re

m
e
m

b
e
re

d
 b

e
fo

re
 h

isto
ry

 a
s th

e
 

F
ran

cis o
f A

ssisi o
f A

m
erican

 p
o

litics, 
th

e
n

 th
e
 re

st o
f u

s w
ill ju

st h
a
v

e
 to

 
tak

e co
n

so
latio

n
 in

 a rem
ark

 attrib
-

u
ted

 to
 V

o
ltaire: "H

isto
ry

 is a p
ack

 
o

f lies, ag
reed

 u
p

o
n

." 

P
atrick

 J. B
u

ch
an

an
 is a sp

ecia
l W

h
ite 

H
ouse assistant to P

resident N
ixon. 


