
T
h

e
 N

ix
o

n
 	

9 
ra

g
 

q
u

e
s
tio

n
: W

h
a
t w

ill h
e
 d

o
 w

ith
 h

is
 6

0
s
?

 
I  

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K
—

It w
as a sp

ectacu
lar 

p
erso

n
al v

icto
ry

 fo
r R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n

, 1
0

 
years to the day, and alm

ost to the hour, 
after h

is m
o

st h
u

m
iliatin

g
 d

efeat b
y

 P
at 

B
row

n in the 1962 election for the gover- 
norship of C

alifornia. 	
• 

B
eaten

 b
y

 Jo
h

n
 K

en
n

ed
y

 .b
y

 th
e n

ar- 
ro

w
est o

f m
arg

in
s in

 th
e p

resid
en

tial 
electio

n
 o

f 1
9
6
0
, b

eaten
 ag

ain
 fo

r th
e 

control of his ow
n state in 1962, finished 

w
ith A

m
erican politics by his ow

n angry 
proclam

ation exactly a decade ago, here 
he is now

, not only vindicated but trium
-

p
h

an
t in

 o
n

e o
f th

e m
o

st d
ecisiv

e v
icto

-
ries in the history of A

m
erican presiden-

tial politics. 
A

 few
 days before he takes the oath of 

o
ffice fo

r a seco
n
d
 term

 as P
resid

en
t o

f 
th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates (Jan

. 9
), h

e w
ill b

e 6
0
 

y
ears o

ld
. H

is 3
0

s w
ere a p

o
litical su

r-
p
rise, ev

en
 to

 h
im

self, h
is 4

0
s w

ere an
 

agony of controversy and self-doubt, his 
5
0
s w

ere a stru
g
g
le an

d
 at th

e en
d
 a 

triu
m

p
h
. W

h
at n

o
w

 w
ill h

e d
o
 w

ith
 h

is 
6
0
s? T

h
is is th

e q
u
estio

n
 th

at ev
en

 h
is 

m
o
st in

tim
ate asso

ciates in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

can
n

o
t an

sw
er. 

R
e

m
a

in
in

g
 ta

s
k

s
 

In
 th

e w
o

rld
, h

e h
as to

 ach
iev

e n
o

t' 
o

n
ly

 th
e cease-fire, b

u
t th

e "p
eace" h

e 
h

as p
ro

m
ised

 in
 V

ietn
am

, th
e "reco

n
ci-

liation and cooperation" w
ith P

eking and 
M

oscow
 that w

ere so central to his victo-
ry

, th
e tru

ce in
 th

e sav
ag

e stru
g

g
le b

e-
tw

een
 Israel an

d
 th

e A
rab

 S
tates, an

d
 

som
e kind of new

 econom
ic and political 

relationship w
ith Japan and the C

om
m

on 
M

ark
et co

u
n
tries o

f E
u
ro

p
e, w

h
o
 are  

now
 challenging the A

m
erican econom

ic 
leadership of the m

odern w
orld. 

A
t h

o
m

e, N
ix

o
n
 h

as to
 d

eal also
 n

o
w

 
w

ith
 th

e m
in

o
rities h

e d
efeated

 in
 th

e 
electio

n
: th

e p
o
o
r an

d
 th

e b
lack

s w
h
o
 

h
av

e b
een

 left b
eh

in
d
 in

 th
e g

en
eral 

prosper?ty of the nation, the young in the , 
universities w

ho have been over-run but 
not persuaded or convinced, the old w

ho 
are in

 d
esp

air ab
o
u
t risin

g
 p

rices an
d
 

inflation. 
It is a form

idable agenda. H
aving w

on, 
he m

ust now
 try to govern w

ith a D
em

o-
cratic C

o
n

g
ress, w

h
ich

 resen
ts th

e tac-
tics of his victory, and w

ill now
 be seek-

in
g
 a lead

er to
 in

h
erit th

e w
reck

ag
e o

f 
the D

em
ocratic party. 

H
o

w
 w

as it p
o

ssib
le?

 
M

ean
w

h
ile, th

e q
u

estio
n

 is h
o

w
 h

e 
achieved this startling victory? H

ow
 w

as 
it p

o
ssib

le, w
ith

 a th
ree-to

-tw
o
 D

em
o
-

cratic reg
istratio

n
 ag

ain
st h

im
, d

id
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t o
v
erco

m
e th

e d
o
u
b
ts o

f th
e 

electorate and w
in this astounding victo-

ry
? 
P

artly
, an

d
 o

b
v
io

u
sly

, it w
as a failu

re 
o

f h
is d

iv
id

ed
 o

p
p

o
sitio

n
. In

creasin
g

ly
, 

G
eorge M

cG
overn looked like e

 decent 
m

an
 w

h
o

 stu
m

b
led

 o
u

t o
f th

e m
in

o
r 

leag
u

es in
to

 th
e sev

en
th

 g
am

e o
f th

e 
W

o
rld

 S
eries, b

u
t th

ere w
as so

m
eth

in
g

 
beyond that. 

P
robably the decisive thing in the elec-

tion w
as that the P

resident m
ade a m

ore 
accu

rate ju
d

g
m

en
t ab

o
u

t th
e m

o
o

d
 o

f 
th

e m
ajo

rity
 o

f th
e v

o
ters th

an
 M

cG
o

v
-

ern
. T

h
e sen

ato
r d

ram
atized

, in
 th

e p
ri-

m
aries, th

e co
n

v
en

tio
n

, an
d

 th
e cam

-
p

a
ig

n
, h

is a
llia

n
c
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 m

ilita
n

t 
b
lack

s, th
e w

elfare p
o
o
r, an

d
 th

e in
tel- 

Jam
es R

eston
 

lectuals on the university cam
puses, w

ho 
w

ere d
em

o
n

stratin
g

 ag
ain

st th
in

g
s as 

th
ey

 are. 

N
ix

o
n

's
 ju

d
g

m
e
n

t 
T

h
e P

resid
en

t m
ad

e a d
ifferen

t ju
d

g
-

m
en

t. H
e d

ecid
ed

 th
at th

e m
ajo

rity
 o

f 
the A

m
erican people w

ere not black, or 
p

o
o

r, o
r y

o
u

n
g

, o
r m

ilitan
t, b

u
t w

h
ite, 

m
id

d
le class, m

id
d
le-ag

ed
 o

r o
ld

er, rea-
so

n
ab

ly
 co

m
fo

rtab
le, w

o
rried

 ab
o
u
t th

e 
m

ilitan
t b

lack
s an

d
 in

tellectu
als, an

d
 

sym
pathetic to his brand of pragm

atic  
ch

an
g
e an

d
 co

m
p
ro

m
ise m

 V
ietn

am
, 

M
o
sco

w
, an

d
 P

ek
in

g
 ab

ro
ad

, an
d
 h

is 
eco

n
o

m
ic co

m
p

ro
m

ises an
d

 co
n

tro
ls at 

hom
e. 

F
o

r ex
am

p
le, th

e p
o

litical h
isto

rian
, 

C
lin

to
n

 R
o

ssiter co
u

ld
 w

rite o
n

ly
 a few

 
sh

o
rt y

ears ag
o

, "T
h

e D
em

o
cratic p

arty
 

exercises a near-m
onopoly of political al-

legiance in the S
outh because this (D

em
-

o
cratic p

arty
) sy

stem
 ap

p
ears to

 b
e th

e 
sto

u
test b

u
lw

ark
 o

f w
h
ite su

p
rem

acy
." 

B
u
t n

o
w

, it is a R
ep

u
b
lican

 P
resid

en
t 

w
h
o
 is arg

u
in

g
 ag

ain
st b

u
sin

g
 sch

o
o
l 

ch
ild

ren
 to

 create a racial b
alan

ce in
 th

e 
sch

o
o

ls, an
d

 arg
u

in
g

 fo
r co

n
serv

ativ
e 

judges on the S
uprem

e C
ourt, so that the 

S
o

u
th

 n
o

w
 seem

s to
 h

av
e sw

itch
ed

 an
d

 
has apparently concluded that the R

epub-
lican

s are n
o
w

 "th
e sto

u
test b

u
lw

ark
 o

f 
w

hite suprem
acy." 

Q
u

e
s

tio
n

 o
f ra

c
e

 
A

lso
, th

is q
u
estio

n
 o

f race ap
p
aren

tly
 

helped to erode, if not destroy, the D
em

- 

o
cratic d

o
m

in
atio

n
 o

f th
e b

lu
e-co

llar 
w

o
rk

ers in
 th

e N
o
rth

. F
o
r th

e u
n
io

n
 

w
o
rk

ers, w
h
o
 h

av
e b

eco
m

e su
b
u
rb

an
 

p
ro

p
erty

-o
w

n
ers in

 th
e last g

en
eratio

n
, 

n
o

w
 fe

e
l th

re
a
te

n
e
d

 b
y

 th
e
 m

ilita
n

t 
b
lack

s, an
d
 ten

d
 to

 su
p
p
o
rt R

ep
u
b
lican

 
policies of low

er taxation, law
 and order 

and protection of property values. 
B

u
t m

ain
ly

, th
e P

resid
en

t d
ealt w

ith
 

P
ek

in
g

 an
d

 M
o

sco
w

, co
o

p
erated

 w
ith

 
them

, but defied them
 by bom

bing their 
ally in H

anoi, and m
ining the N

orth V
iet-

nam
ese harbor of H

aiphong, and ending 
u

p
 w

ith
 an

 an
n

o
u

n
cem

en
t o

u
t o

f H
an

o
i 

th
at a co

m
p
ro

m
ise "p

eace" h
ad

 b
een

 
arran

g
ed

. 

K
is

s
in

g
e

r's
 a

n
n

o
u

n
c

e
m

e
n

t 
A

ll th
is can

 an
d

 w
ill b

e d
eb

ated
 end-

lessly, as a sh
rew

d
 d

eal, o
r an

 electio
n

 
frau

d
. B

u
t th

ere is little d
o

u
b

t ab
o

u
t th

e 
p
o
litical effect o

f D
r. K

issin
g
er's an

-
nouncem

ent, just before the voting, that 
"p

eace is at h
an

d
." 

P
art o

f th
e trag

ed
y
 o

f th
e last d

ecad
e 

is th
at th

ere is su
ch

 d
o
u
b
t ab

o
u
t th

e 
integrity of official announcem

ents from
 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se u
n

d
er b

o
th

 P
resid

en
ts 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 an

d
 N

ix
o
n
, th

at ev
en

 n
ew

s o
f 

g
en

u
in

e co
m

p
ro

m
ises ab

o
u

t th
e w

ar 
seem

 false. 
A

nd this m
ay be the P

resident's m
ajor 

problem
 after his victory: S

om
ehow

, aft-
er this deceptive but victorious R

epubli-
can cam

paign, even the P
resident's clos-

est ad
v
isers ag

ree th
at h

e m
u
st resto

re 
so

m
e k

in
d
 o

f tru
st w

ith
 th

e p
eo

p
le b

e 
h
as d

efeated
 an

d
 a C

o
n
g
ress still co

n
-

trolled by the opposition D
em

ocratic par-
ty

. 
C

), 1
9
7
2
, N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 T
im

e
s
 S

e
rv

ic
e
 


