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a
) • 

B
y
 K

in
g
sley

 A
m

is 

L
O

N
D

O
N

—
W

hether he likes it or 
not (and in m

any w
ays he probably 

doesn't m
uch)0 the P

resident of the 
U

nited S
tates4s alko the P

resident of 
the U

nited K
inkdbm

. I don't just m
ean 

that the B
ritish look to the A

m
ericans 

for protection against the w
estw

ard 
m

arch
 o

r g
rad

u
al en

cro
ach

m
en

t o
f 

C
oinnw

ism
, though they certainly do; 

m
ore of this later. 
N

o, the tie felt from
 this side pulls 

a good deal closer than that. A
nybody 

w
h
o
 w

as h
ere w

h
en

 Jo
h
n
 K

en
n
ed

y
 

died m
ust have noticed a feeling of 

shock and grief that w
as national and 

y
et p

erso
n
al at th

e sam
e tim

e; an
d
, 

,during R
obert K

ennedy's last hours, 
)w

a. L
ondon paper carried the headline 

"H
e's S

till U
nconscious." N

o need to 
say w

ho: the m
an w

e w
ere all think-

ing about. 
T

his doesn't m
ean that :the B

ritish 
are passionately pro-A

m
erican, though 

they're m
ore that w

ay inclined than 
th

eir p
ress m

ig
h
t su

g
g
est —

 ju
st as 

id
e o

f u
s k

n
o

w
 th

at A
m

erican
s are 

/M
ice pro-A

m
erican than a lot of their 

press w
ould suggest. A

nd, from
 here, 

the w
orkings of the U

nited S
tates elec-

toral system
 are in general a m

ystify-
ing bore. N

onetheless, quite a few
 of 

your ttransatlantic cousins (an excel-
lent hackneyed m

etaphor) are rem
arks 

ably interested in the outcom
e T

ues-
day.?,, 
;W

h
o

's fav
o

red
 b

y
 th

e o
rd

in
ary

 
bloke,, •the m

an in the pub? M
ostly, 

N
ixon. H

e's been around the place a 
L

o
n

g
 tim

e; h
e's b

een
 d

o
in

g
 th

e jo
b

 
alread

y
 w

ith
o

u
t screw

in
g

 th
in

g
s u

p
 

too m
uch; he's stopping this V

ietnam
 

w
ar an

d
 so

rt o
f w

in
n
in

g
 it to

o
; h

e's 
got a lot of m

illionaires behind him
. 

tru
e, b

u
t it's th

e sam
e w

ith
 all th

e 
p
o
litician

s o
v
er th

ere; an
d
 an

y
w

ay
 

he's going to get in, isn't he? 
W

hat about M
cG

overn? W
ho? N

o., 
h
e'd

 b
e to

o
 so

ft o
n
 all th

is v
io

len
ce 

and drug-taking, and he w
ouldn't stand 

up to the C
om

m
unists—

w
asn't there 

som
ething about his w

anting to take 
h
is tro

o
p
s h

o
m

e? H
e'd

 let ev
ery

o
n
e 

clow
n, especially us. A

nd he's got that 
chap T

eddy K
ennedy w

orking w
ith 

him
; rem

em
ber the case? (F

ew
 A

m
eri-

cans appreciate the dam
age done their 

cO
,W

tive reputation abroad, not by  

the C
happaquiddick incident in

via
lt 

but by K
ennedy's subsequent continu-

ance as a public m
an, as an identity, 

let alo
n

e as an
 asp

iran
t to

 lead
er-

ship.) 
T

he sophisticate, he w
ho reads m

ore 
th

an
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er fro
n
t p

ag
e an

d
 

sp
o
rts sectio

n
, w

ill see m
atters less 

cru
d
ely

 an
d
 less clearly

. O
u
r p

ress, 
w

h
o
se o

w
n
ersh

ip
 is cap

italist b
u
t 

w
h
o
se w

riters m
o
stly

 in
clin

e to
 th

e 
left—

any resem
blance there to your 

press, I w
onder—

has tended to sup-
port M

cG
overn from

 the outset, often 
to the point of show

ing him
 in a light 

so favorable as to be unearthly. I m
en-

tio
n

 so
m

e ex
am

p
les in

 th
e h

o
p

e o
f 

arousing a few
 jeers or snarls of recog-

nition. 
M

cG
overn, w

e learn from
 the usu-

ally conservative D
aily T

elegraph, is 
ren

o
w

n
ed

 fo
r civ

ility
 in

 a p
o
litical 

fight—
after all, to go round accusing 

O
f1L

 

N
ixon of fascism

, greed, corruption, 
etc., is no m

ore than pointing out the 
obvious. M

cG
overn appeals to the gen-

ero
sity

 in
 th

e A
m

erican
 ch

aracter, 
N

ixon to the selfishness. 
T

he D
em

ocratic convention w
as' a 

spontaneous festival of sw
eetness and 

light, the R
epublican a carefully staged 

p
erfo

rm
an

ce reh
earsed

 d
o
w

n
 to

 th
e 

last hand-clap. In particular, the M
c-

G
overn cam

paign film
 w

as called "bril-
liant," "beautifully m

ade," projecting 
him

 as "a m
an of honesty, integrity, 

p
h

y
sical co

u
rag

e an
d

 p
rescien

ce." 
(P

rescien
ce! If h

e's g
o
t th

at, w
h
y
 

hasn't he gone fishing?) T
he equiva-

len
t N

ix
o
n
 film

 w
as w

ritten
 o

ff as 
ly

in
g
 p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a, slick

, ch
eap

 an
d
 

all that. 
A

fter ro
llin

g
 aro

u
n
d
 in

 th
is w

arm
 

bath of im
pending U

topian fulfillm
ent, 

th
e fello

w
 w

h
o
 h

as tak
en

 it all seri-
o
u
sly

 g
ets a su

d
d
en

 d
o
u
sin

g
 o

f ice- 

R
oger L

aw
 

-cold w
ater in the form

 of a tiny para-
graph saying that N

ixon's leadtis up 
as m

u
ch

 as 2
9
 p

er cen
t, d

o
w

o
 to

 as 
little as 2

4
 p

er cen
t. W

h
at , R

d4res it 
m

ean
, su

ch
 w

ild
 d

iv
erg

en
ce Is*

een
 

radical opinion and conservaiire'fact? 
E

nglish experience suggests an an-
sw

er: m
ost people like facts and are 

conservative, the radical few
 have the 

opinions, and the tw
o interests are ir-

reconcilably opposed. M
cG

overn is 
a 

m
an of opinions, or he likes such m

en, 
and so he m

ight as w
ell go hom

e right 
aw

ay. 
W

here do I stand, or can you guess? 
O

h, I like opinions toot  but only w
hile 

th
ey

 stay
 th

is sid
e o

f fan
tasy

 an
d
 

ideology. If I had a vote it w
ould go to 

hard-headed D
ick; as it is, I'll be drink-

ing his health on the day. 

K
ingsley A

m
is is a B

ritish essa
y  

novelist. 


