W AD

Washington Post 27 Oct T2

Haldemen: lo-Nonsense Guardian

of Keys to the Kingdom
hy Sally Quinn




Guarduwan of Keys lo the Kingdom
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i ked abour Peesident Nison's
stalf 10 T Bon™ 1Taldeman,

Phe deschwent o for several minutes

tese thing his sensge of luanor, persen-
L protessional demeanar, aned ntheg
fraits, then huwe _up, Yesterday he
valled back, v k.

"1 made a mistak e osakd, T was
talki ng about ERrlielj i

T

_!..R.,”ufriwnmt; The first anan (o see the Prosident offtcia
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‘ morming, the lasi to see hin over o aght,

"Pesis secretary, And he even picked oloser 1o the President than Haldeman
Constance Stuart as Mrs. Nixon's staff it his own mind, but the trath is thal
direcior It was Haldeman  who it you've gol &4 pipeline 1o itose Mary

], clamped down bn the 4 cessibility of you ean det in to sew (he DMeesiden?
moved into the Presirent, discouraging even Cabi- + Just a8 vasily as you van Uiroush
\i alde- net officer- and making i1 hopeless for Haldeman.” ;

b vongressmien and most senators, Tt was it was ilaldeman who was pespanisi-
who CHme t the ‘acds 1is- (Haldeman who reied ta move the Presi- ble ':“" keeping Viee Prsident dgnew
ing apenee o altei Thottpsun in Ient's secretary, Ruse Mary Wouods, lianging out on a Hmh over whether he
Los shioles, guimposed prevision out of the White House and into the would or would not be Nixon's running
and «ficiency <t thedlgutire White Exccutive Office Building, mate this year.

Hous. operation. : "The Rese Mary Woods thing was Atcording 1o one  Whiie Touse

It «as ti R Haideman who chose Haldeman's first tactical error.” says a source, and corroborated hy athers
Ronals Ziepgier to :be the President’s former White House aide. “Nobody's See HA LDEMAN, I3, Coi. 1
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quartﬂs oh Hﬁldéﬂ?dnb urdEIS “Ag-
1 new's ‘gays webe really F.0’d hecause
Z they felf ‘Haldeman didn't trust them
i enough 1o say, "Look, il the polls show

| you're & liability well dump you,
' said the source.

© Haldeman was the man who on the
!;NBC Today Show last February ac-
deused critics af the Nixon administra-

Ytion of “eonsciousiv aiching apd abet.
“4ing the ciemy.” (That was “misinter-
preted,” the White Tlouse said later.)

Haldem#rn is the man who is par-
tially responsiple for setting the work.
cing Aimaue ol 1he White House stadl
goitie o wiak before TR0 evel'v morn-
ng., stay jaty it the mght and

waorking un woewe ods, It is Haldeman
w) - ! sipe Lot 1 TPre s B

Yai Jer tFf be Khown

teney i
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: an who was largely
- for the redecoration of the
/of the White House in the
] c. Federal look. And it was
itnan Who bragged that after only
months in the White House he
had a fire crackling in every fireplace.
“Bob" Haldeman celebrates his 47th
hirthday today. He was born in Los
Angeles, the oldest son of an upper-

middle-class businessman. His {father |

was head of a pipe and building supply
c‘bmmx;y, then founded a heating and
-vehtﬂatlng company, Both his parents
were civieminded and conservalive,
working actively in local campaigns.
maternal grandfather helped
ind the Better American Founda-
{on, an early anti-communist organiza-
tion, and was active in the Salvation
Army.

Haldeman attended the Hawthorne
Grammar School and the Harvard
Episcopal School in Los Anyeles, then
went on to the University at Redlands,
the University of Southern California
end, after a stint in the Navy, UCLA
for his business degree.

Anti-communisin brought Haldeman

e %:gether with Nixon. Fascinated by the

lger Hiss case and Nixon's involve-

fetrs flaide man pliote mlrlf.n FERRATIRLE: fu Hieoed b omeer

fial adviser foha 13K ” s fopiean,

ise Keeper of ievs

ment in it, Haldeman, on his first trip
to Washington in 1951. visited Sen.
Nixon's office. He gan working in
Nixon campaigns on and off through
the '50s and '80s. (In hetween cam-
paigns he returned to his job at the
Thompson ageney.)

Robert Finch, former lieutenant gov-
ernor of Callfornia, former secretarvy
of ‘Health, Education and Welfare, and
now counselior to the President, was
' head of Nixon's 1960 presidential cam-

paign in California. It was Finch wha

.persuaded Haldeman to leave J. Waj-
+tar Thompson at that time to become
‘ Yixon's chief advance man. it was zlso

"Finech who later got Han'llemuan ep

pointed 10 the Board of Regents of the

University of California.

. “When the President decided to run
‘for governor of California in 1862, 1
was against it says Finch. “So Nixon
- picked Haldeman to run his campaign
i for him.

i “Bob is a very organized person,”
 says Finch. “His mind works too fast
tto tell long stories or jokes. His sense
rof humor is usually an aside, a quick

'thrust or a parry.”

. Haldeman didn't join the Nixon
~presidential campaign staff full-tine
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until late May, 1068, He has staved
closely with the President ever since.

Finch says the only time Haldeman
jokes about his bad guy image is when
“he'll’ joke about the power he’s sup-

sed to have and doesn't really have,”

He does not have a joking, back-slap-
‘ping relationship with the Presideni.
“His relationship with Nixon is very
serious,” says Finch.

In 19498 Haldeman married Joanne
Horton, whom he had known at
UC.L.A, where they both had been
politically active on campus. They
have two daughters and two sons, age
X to 21, :

Nobody claims to know H. R. Halde-
man very well, even his close friends,
and many of them: won't talk. His

jan, his
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ithing T AlA ab!

al all” salgt
human, thou!
"1 really” d
you, " saiel ni
Tz o Dvppeg
Wil
interview at hr
Several
assured A

tnds first
wier ey would | be
happy to"allals him but they were
busy just thenfmeasanid call back An
howr later (hevEsomehow Lonnd they
“really don't know thuch about the Jtuy
at all.”

Bur therefwere a few [riepds and
eolleagues who weren't so reluctani’ to
answer théir-phones. Robert Pinch was
one of them. ——

One thing Finch can't understand is
why peaphe mix up Haldeman and Ely
lichman, “They are totally different all
acrtss the board,” said Finch, “Jubn
works ai being bright, aguressive and
funny.. Bob doeso t. John 1s more free-
wheelig@d§i terms of interest. Boo
slakes,ont:!
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] ilhb live f:there
the Walter, Hickels until
fired as Becretary of Inte-

They live in a three-story, used-
brick, double-wing house with six col-
umns and a two-car garage in a neigh-
borhood where $130,000 is a minimum
sales price. They have a live-in Span-
ish-speaking maid, Though both Halde-
mans used to garden a lot (he helped
neighbor Bill Safire plant tulips), he
doesn't have time anymore, and Mrs.

Haldeman has been forced to hire a

gardener. The house is done California
antique in blues and golds by Mrs,
Haldeman herself, with a downstairs
recreation room filled with framed
phatos by Haldeman. Neighbors say
they mnever see the Haldemans, that

they stick to themaselves. “They don't
do anything but just work,” said an ad-
nuring neighhbor,

According to a number of the Halde-
mans' friends, the Haldemans enter-
tain very little, with small groups of
six or eight close friends, with some
help and-very informally. Though the
Haldemans dont drink, they do serve
aleohol Lo their friends. And they very
often show home movies.

“If you go to the Haldemans.” savs
Safire, “And he says how ‘bout some
home movies after dinner,’ vou don't
Eroan. Because, wow! they're always
about the President. And wherever
the President is, so is Haldeman. He
is Lan’ excellent  moviemaker, and he
‘takes his camera along wherever he
ﬁ-?&;ﬁistoﬁe‘a] records. He has the

Jargest film'library in the world of the
Pedoni?

i Malife' ays the Haldemans have a
ection of memorabilia, which
» throughout the house.
Ideman he describes as a

reserved,. intense, lovely
alde: n's trademark is his

i

ey em;,-;‘whfgc’h- he keeps closely
at all wimes. “If* you, ask him
i ’g‘i\l .?fi's--hair grow,"” says
= MHe “Who'd know me,' "
- ather old California
the -former ceditor -of the San
Diego Uniord and the President's com-
munications ~“director, has known
Haldeman since 1856. “One of the sides
people don't se¢ of Bob is his humor,”
says Klein. Klein described the daily
White House' senior staff meetings,
which Haldeman conducts, as being
very unstructured and ?ccasionally
tense.
“Bob will always break up the ten
ston with a quip or a wry remaurk,"
says Klein. “He's not one to tell a
|'5t°ry' though.” Klein says Haldeman
never gives his own opinion at the
meetings, just takes it all down and.
then reports it all to the President.”
The reason Haldeman has a “bad guy”
' reputation, says Klein, is that he de-
_eides who gets in to see the President,
¢+ and he has to say “no” a lot. “That
sn't make anyone popular.”
j There iz’ a running compelition,
Klein sdys, between himself, Finch,
Ziegler and Dwight Chapin, all
tes of the University o; South-
AULQ ‘on one slde and Halde.

bnan and Ehelichoan, ba 'L
Eraduates; on the ot ner
It was Herh Kiein who guve Halde
man the aoide of “"Chiel Frog Mun”
i e A gdvanes  dass .
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Higes £ ) ol gy 9y iy imlitelry |
Wave onoenonsdo e frog Pttt 1o
WhHIte Jlons =ouvees a0y that kb
A5 al wdds ol Haldeman the e dar s,
I Iacis suthecs £ay Uit a but ot peop!

are At odds with aldeman Chese oy

~of my own.

Mes. Nixen ceportediy dispkos W,
enry Kisoanger fooe nel get o wilth
‘e, and thon there's the Ebrlichiman
situation, the Rose Mary Wouds sitaa

tion and the \gnew situation.,
His zeal in guarding the Freesident's
time prompted an assistont 'o

a L

meniben tn coment, *t's so Jii!
Sl Lo e i ey sene n
thes@ days cont vely dua wdBli L o

bers even iry vl then it's not worth
Ders even ry, AnQ LOen Vs guL wulwn
it because there's always a meeting
with Haldeman afterwards without the
Buy (visitor), Haldeman's paper flow is
s0 important to White liouse opera-
tions that if you're vul of the paper
flow you're just out of it.”

A White House aide who has dealt
directly with Haldeman, unpleasantly,
‘'on a number of occasions has had a
few words to say about the President’s
right-hand man—but, understandably,
‘off the record. “They’'d roast my - - -,
‘he said, apologizing. “I'm o ntheir list
ranyway because I dare to disagree with
Herr Haldeman and have some opinions

The aide has never noticed much

,sense of humor in Haldeman. “He
: probably thinks it's demeaning to show

a sense of humor much around the of-

fice. When you're the President’s alter

. ego or whalever he considers himself,

'you take yourself and your job seri-

ously. It's a tense job and he's &n ex-

tremely precise man, intolepant of bad |
staff work. I T
i *“1 think his staff holds him In awe
ﬂ*and regards him with great fear. Id be.
surprised if anybody regards Rim &s a |
‘person at all. The problem with Halde
man is that he is intensely devoted to

the President. He can’t see anything
else. His staff is the same way. Every-

bedy else is judged by how loyal they

‘are and how long they've knawn the

President.” '

The White House aide feels that

“self-deception” is part of the problem
with the latest alleged White House in-
volvernent in campaign irregularities.
“If Haldeman issued a decree that you
had to have clean shirts and somebody
spilled soup on his shirt and you
pointed it out to him, he'd tell you he
wasn't wearing a shirt "
; Halderm:an's menws are spparently
jofter terse commands iu the form of
iguestions, and a recalcitrant reply will
lelicit an even nastier response like “So
}.what," and then the command-question
‘repeated.

A major complaint of many people
on Capital Hill about Haldeman and
his staff is an alleged lack of political
astuteness.

When Sen. Russell Long (D-La.) had
difficulties with the President over the
welfare reform bill, the Haldeman
staff members were furious at the
idea that Long was “playving around
with ene of the President’s major pol-
ivy decisions.”

“They have absolutely no idea how
to have good relations with the Hill”
said the aide.

Another former White House inti-
male and Nixon sympathizer fecls that

Haldeman is "a dangernus man. His
imprint is all over the Wiitte House If



are s lot of lapses
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Mrs. “daldemars Fills 1nem. e e
conversational and
# sternness in her ey o< the o thep ol
Hank s friend said.

“Tv Haldemans are a sironsiy Lo
parerally close-knit fanmily.”

The elder Haldeman, he continued,
did vt eirculate around town, did nof
go to aress luncheons. and tried to stay
phycally fit, He found Haldeman
quick, a man who picks up
emor but doesn’t give much back,
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“I feel I'm closer to my father than

By Harry Nsitehizvan--The Washluglon Post

“Lven more than Henry Kis
singer, H. R. Huldeman is prob |
ably closest porsenally in the
IT itite Hose 1o Richard Nizon.”

mv molher hecaise we have much the
came interests. Lot he works so late at
netht. W st consumes most of my fath-
or's time 1 ofeel 1 get along very well

wilh Bitn on 4 discussion level. We had
a tond s usston uesday night on
Vietron  He offered me insights. We
gormce on o an overview—but when we
pet down 1o specifics U'm quite a bit
mare iheie! thag he i During the
time il viining of Haiphong I was

[ had several long
fpam Lalifornia with my
forher ol i on the phone. We disa-

e we nwderstood ecach other's
Q that's the same with
ULACS § F ERR RN T Yo hoth feel it's impar-
faanT 1 u 1:cl we always have
o coad endige 1o eur discussions that
inship”

ot ave of i

Wrigy) it
Jio st sy 1l

It O3 retatin

Smreiries, £y e together, ihe whole

v Ty Camp David on the
vhen Heldeman goes there
withy e PFrosidenl.

Han s Fathies playvs the guitar
i s osp timie, fotoo eountry-and-
costorn tasie. is not o practienl joker
at it bl 1ells ot anecdoles very

woll, “Vie's verg qrick 1o
He's not a great pranbsoer

He doesn't

laveh but
2 uays Hank.
itehes by

e O pariy in

telling  Jjukes clens he's Just very
cynieal bos fuany way

Thougzh H I s father have
frequent rions iiieal diseussions,
they are alwiys nn 2 phitosephical |

level Tices his father ever mention hif
duily duties at the White House or his
public image with his son?

e don't talk about that end of his
job at all." vephicd Houk




See also "Haldeman Wields Vast Power," by
Peter Usnow, Washington Post 25 Oct 72,
over from "Testimony Ties Top Nixon Aide
To Secret Fund." TFiled Demo bugging.



