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to relive lire 
Its, this 	the 
. It has what 

ms .  to .be 	irtillion use- 
references to Eisenhower 

itted up as. the 
Is al-

e a' ally log of the Gen-
eral-Prrstdent's years -in the 
White House, and the,  sev-
eral immediately before, as 
.fie backed.and-filled about 
lieceline what eventually he 
came to see as his bounden 

to lead t he nation. 
cites dozens of inter, 

.views. It obviously is writ-
:ten by a man who has read 

irnself bleary in his subject 
ut. who, at the end of it all, 

simply says that;' to call •Ei-
senhower "a great or good 
or even a weak President 
misses the point. lie was 
merely necessary." 

Necessary for what? By 
eontenti-pg himself with ob-' 
serving Eisenhower rather 
than with trying to under-
stand him, his friends, his 
particular role in the so-
ciety. Herbert Parmet does 
not provide even a hint of 

But because he itir..„  
such a veracious reader and A 
stuttioue observer, the clues I 
are all 'these:.  

First, the is Eisenhower 
the anti-CoMmunist. Like 
Kennedy-Johnson-Nixon, Ei-
senhower saw the c.00fronta- • 
tion with commtnism both 
apoplectically and apocia 
lyptically. Eisenhower's Nevie4, 
Look defense polity, diplo-
matically extended through,.H 
Olin Foster Dulles' brink. 
Manship. meant to deter the 
Soviets and the Chinese, -file 
least, from. big moves in the 
world by rattling the sword„:. 
of nuclear, retaliation, A* 
l-armel meticulously re-
counts—without seeming to 
he impressed—Eisenhower's 
rhetoric about the New -
Look was seriously compro-
mised by the old look of 
some of his crucial actions:. 
eviler 1w landed Marines in 
Lebanon, for instance. 

‘I.;0. when Eisenhower 
supported the covert U.S. 
operation that overthrew 
Inc Guatemalan govern-' . 
merit, he was well into a • 
world of old-fashioned, even 
if newly-equipped. coup an 
counter-coup. terror an 
'evert warfare. That, as a 
matter of fart, is just the 
way Eisenhower wanted to 
light the war in Indochina 
--secretly and discreetly. 
But he did want to fight it. 
On that he was as dedicated 
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