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Laird Talks 

Political? 
WASHINGTON — AP f -

At taxpayers' expense, Sec-
retary of Defense Melvin 
Laird traveled through the 
Midwest this week, defend- 
'. n g Administration pro-
grams and attacking Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate 
George McGovern nt vir-
tually every stop. 

Despite h i s comments, 
Laird and Pentagon aides 
insisted the trip — and sev- 
eral others like it over the 
past weeks — was nonpoliti-
cal. 

That means the taxpayers, 
not the Committee for the 
Re - Election of the Presi-
dent, picked up the expenses 
for his four - engine Air 
Force jet. 

Aloofness Gone 

Traditionally, secretaries 
of defense have remained 
aloof from partisan politick-
ing during presidential cam-
paigns but Laird, on every 
one of these trips, has criti-
cized the Democratic nomi-
nee. 

This week, his plane put 
down at Wichita Falls, Tex. 
and Fort Worth, Tex.. Okla-
homa City, and Wichita, 

Kan., all sites of big defense 
plants employing thousands. 

"Today we are second to 
none and w e know the 
American people will reject 
the counsel of indecisive 
people who would settle for 
second - best," he said yes-
terday in Wichita. 

To his Fort Worth audi-
ence, Laird spoke of concern 
over "calls for defense -
budget cuts that would mag-
nify our country's risks and 
lessen our prospects for last-
ing peace." 

Spending 
"Those who want to cut 

defense spending . I  are not 
really interested in relieving 
the taxpayer of any part of 
his burden," he told civic 
clubs in Oklahoma City. 

"On the contrary, they 
want to dangerously slash 
defense spending so they 
can spend more tax dollars 
for other things such as a 
$1000 giveaway for every 
man. woman and child in 
this country." 

Asked on a CBS radio pro-
gram earlier this week if be 
was playing a political role 
i n the Nixon campaign, 
Laird replied: "N o, I'm 
not." 


