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`N
ixon

 S
ole A

u
th

ority in
 W

ar'--A
gn

ew
 

B
y

 P
atrick

 J. S
lo

y
an

 
E

x
am

in
er C

o
, resp

o
n
d

en
t 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

 —
 A

lthough it 
m

ay be overshadow
ed in the 

co
m

in
g
 cam

p
aig

n
 h

o
o
p
la, 

V
ice P

resident S
piro A

gnew
 

h
as g

iv
en

 o
n
e o

f th
e m

o
re 

sig
n

ifican
t sp

eech
es fo

cu
s-

ing on the great debate over 
h

o
w

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates g

ets 
into w

ar. 
B

asically. A
gnew

 said the 
P

resident acting alone w
ith-

o
u

t co
n

g
ressio

n
al ap

p
ro

v
al, 

m
ust decide the nation's fate 

in foreign w
ar in the nuclear 

age. 
A

g
n
e
w

 sp
e
lle

d
 o

u
t h

is 
v

ie
w

 o
n

 th
e
 su

b
je

c
t in

 a
 

m
eeting of G

O
P

 fat-cats at a 
$

1
0

0
0

-a-p
late fu

n
d

 raisin
g

 
dinner in the w

indy city. 
S

ince the w
ar in V

ietnam
, 

a
: d

e
b
a
te

 h
a
s ra

g
e
d
 o

v
e
r 

w
hether the P

resident alone 
can send A

m
erican boys into 

com
bat w

ithout a declaration 
o
f w

a
r fro

m
 C

o
n
g
re

ss, a
 

b
o

d
y

 co
n

sid
ered

 m
o

re re-
sponsive to public opinion. 

T
h
ere w

as n
ev

er su
ch

 a  

d
eclaratio

n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e V
iet-

n
am

 w
ar. F

o
rm

er P
resid

en
t 

L
y

n
d

o
n

 Jo
h

n
so

n
 an

d
 P

resi-
d
en

t N
ix

o
n
 cite th

e G
u
lf o

f 
T

onkin resolution as authori-
ty

 fro
m

 C
o

n
g

ress to
 d

o
 al-

m
ost anything in V

ietnam
. 

L
e
d
 b

 y
 S

e
n
. G

e
o
rg

e
 

M
cG

o
v

ern
, th

e D
em

o
cratic 

p
resid

en
tial can

d
id

ate, an
d

 
others in C

ongress, anti-w
ar 

fo
rces, h

av
e arg

u
ed

 th
at th

e 
W

hite H
ouse has in V

ietnam
 

exceeded its w
ar-m

aking au-
thority. C

onstitution 
H

ere is w
hat A

gnew
 said: 

"T
h

e P
resid

en
t's so

le re-
sp

o
n

sib
ility

 fo
r d

ev
elo

p
in

g
 

and initiating foreign policy 
c
o
m

e
s d

ire
c
tly

 fro
m

 o
u
r 

C
onstitution. T

he brevity of 
th

e C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
 in

 treatin
g
 

w
ith this grave responsibili-

ty
 is in

 sta
rtlin

g
 c

o
n
tra

st 
w

ith
 th

e co
m

p
licated

 lan
-

g
u

ag
e w

e fin
d

 in
 im

p
o

rtan
t 

docum
ents today. 

"A
ctu

ally
, t h

 e C
o

n
stitu

-
tion's sim

plicity on this sub-
ject reflects th

e realities o
f  

th
e
 tim

e
 w

h
e
n
 it w

a
s
 

drafted. 
- T

h
e U

n
ited

 S
tates th

en
 

w
as separated from

 possible 
enem

ies by a tong ship voy-
ag

e, an
d
 th

e F
o
u
n
d
in

g
 F

a-
thers reasonably could view

 
in

tern
atio

n
al p

ro
b
lem

s in
 a 

fairly
 relax

ed
 w

ay
. 

"T
o
d
a
y
, o

 n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r 

h
an

d
, th

e frig
h

ten
in

g
 p

res-
e
n
c
e
 o

f th
e
 n

u
c
le

a
r a

g
e
 

h
an

g
s o

v
er th

e w
o

rld
: an

d
 

n
a
tio

n
s fa

c
e
 d

e
stru

c
tio

n
 

w
ith

in
 m

in
u
tes after a d

eci-
sion to attack m

ay be m
ade. 

' 	
'N

ot by C
onsensus' 

-B
ecause of the tim

e lim
i-

tatio
n
s, fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 can
-

not be conducted by consen-
sus. 
. "T

he com
plexity of the is-

su
es, co

u
p
led

 w
ith

 th
e fre-

q
u

en
t n

eed
 fo

r secrecy
. in

-
h
ib

its th
e fo

rm
u
latio

n
 o

f an
 

in
fo

rm
ed

 co
n

sen
su

s in
 tim

e 
to

 m
ak

e v
ital p

o
licy

 ju
d

g
-

m
ents. 
"T

h
erefo

re, w
e are fo

rtu
-

nate that these critical deter-
m

inations are vested clearly  

in
 o

u
r P

resid
en

t, rath
er th

an
 

in
 th

e
 C

o
n
g
re

ss. o
r th

e
 

m
em

bers of the professional 
b

u
reau

cracy
, o

r an
 o

u
tsid

e 
panel of experts. 
"A

 P
resid

en
t m

u
st b

e ab
le 

to
 m

ak
e h

ard
 ch

o
ices an

d
 

th
e
n

 ra
lly

 th
e
 c

o
u

n
try

 to
 

support his decision. 
"H

e m
u

st h
av

e th
e fo

re-
sight to perceive the nation-
al in

terest —
 n

o
t ju

st to
d
ay

 
or next w

eek or for his term
 

o
f o

ffice, b
u

t fo
r d

ecad
es to

 
c
o
m

e
. H

e
 m

u
st h

a
v
e
 th

e
 

co
u

rag
e o

f h
is co

n
v

ictio
n

s 
and once decided, the w

ill to 
carry out policies in the face 
o

f stro
n

g
, so

m
etim

es b
itter. 

criticism
. 

`B
oldness R

equired' 
"P

rofessional observers of 
th

e in
tern

atio
n
al scen

e fre-
quently favor tim

idity w
hen 

firm
n
ess, ev

en
 b

o
ld

n
ess, is 

req
u
ired

." 
"M

en w
ho bear no respon-

sib
ilitie

s f o
 r th

e
 c

o
n
se

-
q

u
en

ces o
f th

e actio
n

s th
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reco

m
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en
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ften

 are v
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free w

ith advice. 
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m
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o
p
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o
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o
v

ern
m
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f S
o
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V
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m
e
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g
 th

e
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o
st c

ritic
a
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challenge of the entire w
ar. 

"R
ichard N

ixon seized the  

o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 an
d
 m

ad
e h

is 
historic visits to P

eking and 
M

o
sco

w
. H

e o
p

en
ed

 n
ew

 
co

n
tacts an

d
 b

ro
u
g
h
t ab

o
u
t 

new
 accords w

ith old antag-
onists. 
"T

h
 e

 m
a
n

 m
u

st h
a
v

e
 

courage. 
"
H

 e
 m

u
s
t b

e
 s

tro
n
g
 

en
o

u
g

h
 to

 b
reak

 w
ith

 th
e 

past w
hen necessary to m

eet 
em

erging opportunities for a 
b

etter fu
tu

re. 
"Y

et, h
e m

u
st stan

d
 firm

 
w

hen the occasion dem
ands, 

often against the advice of a 
host of self-appointed coun-
selors. 

"T
h
is m

an
 m

u
st h

av
e d

e-
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in
atio

n
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 th
e d
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i-

n
atio

n
 to

 p
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ead
 w

ith
 

progress, but to defend cher-
ished and long-held values. 
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p
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m
 h
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o
n
d
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