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F
la

p
 O

v
e
r N

ix
o

n
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a
k
in

g
 C

re
d

it' 
w

ash
in

g
to

n
 

D
e
m

o
c
ra

tic
 S

e
n
a
to

rs 
c
h
a
rg

e
d
 y

e
ste

rd
a
y
 th

a
t 

S
o
cial S

ecu
rity

 ch
eck

s to
 

be m
ailed to 28 m

illion re-
cip

ien
ts o

n
 O

cto
b
er 3

, o
n
e 

m
onth before the election, 

w
ill include a printed note 

g
iv

in
g
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

'o
n
 

cred
it fo

r th
e 2

0
 p

er cen
t 

b
o
o
st in

 b
en

efits —
 d

e-
sp

ite th
e fact th

at th
e ad

-
m

in
istratio

n
 activ

ely
 o

p
-

p
o
sed

 th
e 2

0
 p

er cen
t an

d
 

favored holding it dow
n to 

5
 p

er cen
t. 

S
en

ato
r F

ran
k
 C

h
u
rch

 
(D

em
-Idaho). w

ho pushed 
t h

 e
 2

0
 p

e
r c

e
n
t fig

u
re

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e S
en

ate a few
 

m
onths ago over strong and 

rep
eated

 ad
m

in
istratio

n
 

objections, told the S
enate 

that he is introducing a reso-
lu

tio
n
 to

 b
ar th

e p
rin

ted
  notes from

 including any di-
rect reference to M

r. N
ixon, 

lest it allow
 the P

resident to 
take credit for the increase 
at a tim

e w
hen he is running 

for re-election. 

B
ut the Social Security ad-

m
inistration said the use of 

su
ch

 n
o
tes is trad

itio
n
al, 

non-partisan and not intend-
ed in any w

ay to boost one 
can

d
id

ate o
r an

o
th

e r. A
 

spokesm
an said inclusion of 

su
c
h
 n

o
te

s d
a
te

d
 b

a
c
k
 

throughout the w
hole post-

w
ar era, although the use of 

th
e P

resid
en

t's n
am

e o
n

 
th

em
 h

ad
 started

 o
n
ly

 in
 

1954. w
hen D

w
ight E

isen-
how

er w
as P

resident. 

B
L

O
C

K
E

D
 

C
hurch w

as joined in his 
protest by S

enators A
braham

 
R

ibicoff (D
em

. C
onn.), A

lan 
C

ranston (D
em

. C
alif.) and 

John T
unney (D

em
. C

alif.), 
but R

epublicans blocked any 
action on his resolution. 

"W
hen 28 m

illion S
ocial 

S
o
ecu

rity
 in

creases a r e 
m

ailed out next m
onth, the 

g
o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t e

n
v
e
lo

p
e
s 

should not contain a person-
al m

essage from
 P

resident 
N

ix
o
n
 b

ecau
se P

resid
en

t 
N

ixon vigorously opposed the 
increases," said R

ibicoff. 

T
he envelopes containing 

th
e ch

eck
s to

 b
e receiv

ed
 

O
ctober 3 are scheduled to 

include the follow
ing notice: 

"Y
our S

ocial S
ecurity pay-

m
ent has ben increased by 

20 per cent, starting w
ith this 

m
o

n
th

's ch
eck

, b
y

 a n
ew

 
statute enacted by the C

on-
gress and signed into law

 by 
P

resident R
ichard M

. N
ixon 

on July 1,1972. 

"T
 h

 e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

lso
  signed into law

 a provision 
w

hich w
ill allow

 your S
ocial 

S
ecurity benefits to crease 

autom
atically if the cost of 

liv
in

g
 g

o
es u

p
. A

u
to

m
atic 

b
en

efit in
creases w

ill 
be 

ad
d
ed

 to
 y

o
u

r ch
eck

 in
 fu

-
ture years according to the 
co

 n
d
itio

n
s set o

u
t in

 th
e 

law
." 

'D
U

P
L

IC
IT

Y
' 

C
h
u
rc

h
 c

a
lle

d
 th

is "a
 

sham
eless attem

pt to create 
the im

pression that som
ehow

 
th

e 2
0
 p

er cen
t in

crease is 
th

e resu
lt o

f p
resid

en
tial 

leadership." T
unney called 

it "duplicity." 

B
u
t a

 S
o
c
ia

l S
e
c
u
rity

 
spokesm

an said such notices 
h
ad

 b
een

 sen
t o

u
t u

n
d
er 

P
residents T

rum
an, E

isen-
h o w

e r, K
ennedy, Johnson 

a n
 d

 N
ix

o
n
 p

rev
io

u
sly

 -
though this is the first tim

e  

since 1950 that the notice is 
to be received just before an 
election. O

n all the otehr oc-
casions, said the spokesm

an, 
the increases w

ere enacted 
either w

ell before or w
ell aft-

er electio
n
 d

ay
. T

h
is in

-
crease just happened to be 
enacted at a tim

e w
hen O

c-
to

b
er 3

 w
as th

e first av
ail-

ab
le ch

eck
 in

 w
h
ich

 to
 in

-
clude the notices. 

W
ash
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