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G
en

. L
avelle 

A
cted on his m

in? 

flew
 
	S..  ta

t s
lotemin

 e
 	

6
6
 	

2
0

 S
e
 7

2
 

T
h

e L
avelle 	

s
tic

k
s
 o

u
t h

e
re

' 
0
 

rt W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 S
en. John S

tennis of 

M
ississip

p
i is n

o
t lik

ely
 to

 b
e elected

 
m

an of the year by the N
ational A

ssocia- 

tio
n

 fo
r th

e A
d

v
an

cem
en

t o
f C

o
lo

red
 

P
eo

p
le, b

u
t h

e m
ay

 b
e th

e id
eal p

erso
n
 

to
 in

v
estig

ate th
e stran

g
e case o

f G
en

. 
.Jo

h
n

 P
. L

av
elle an

d
 th

e u
n

au
th

o
rized

 
bom

bing of N
orth V

ietnam
. N

ot only is 
th

e sen
ato

r a m
an

 o
f u

n
q

u
estio

n
ed

 p
er-

sonal integrity and one of those S
outhern 

p
atriarch

s w
h

o
 co

m
m

an
d

s ex
cep

tio
n

al 
resp

ect in
 th

e S
en

ate; h
e also

 h
as b

een
 

activ
e an

d
 effectiv

e fo
r so

 lo
n

g
 as a 

m
em

ber of the A
rm

ed S
ervices C

om
m

it-
tee th

at h
e k

n
o
w

s as w
ell as an

y
 m

an
 

can
 w

h
ere th

e b
o
d
ies are b

u
ried

 in
 th

e 
P

entagon and the boondoggles are buried 
in the defense budget. 

It is therefore a w
arning signal as loud 

and clear as a fire siren that S
tennis has 

refused to com
m

it him
self to approval of 

G
en

. C
reig

h
to

n
 W

. A
b
ram

s as A
rm

y
 

S
en. S

tennis 
K

now
s w

here the bodies are buried  

ch
ief o

f staff, an
d
 th

at h
e rem

ark
ed

 th
e 

o
th

er d
ay

 th
at "th

ere is ju
st so

m
eth

in
g

 
th

at stick
s o

u
t h

ere . . . I ju
st d

o
 n

o
t see 

how
 (G

eneral L
avelle) could, on his ow

n 
. . . h

av
e lau

n
ch

ed
 o

u
t o

n
 p

lan
s lik

e 
th

is." 

S
o

m
e

th
in

g
 'sticks o

u
t' 

Indeed, there is som
ething "that sticks 

out here." It is the dam
age done to m

ili-
tary

 d
iscip

lin
e, civ

ilian
 co

n
tro

l o
f th

e 
m

ilitary
, an

d
 th

e n
atio

n
's p

o
sitio

n
 as a 

law
-abiding pow

er. A
lthough the dim

en-
sio

n
s o

f th
e L

av
elle affair are n

o
t y

et 
clear, all th

ree o
f th

ese co
n
cep

ts ap
p
ear 

to
 h

av
e b

een
 o

u
trag

ed
 b

y
 it: th

ey
 n

o
w

 
m

u
st b

e ad
d

ed
 to

 th
e en

d
less casu

alty
 

list of this longest and m
ost dubious w

ar 
in A

m
erican history. 

T
h

at is so
 w

h
eth

er o
r n

o
t L

av
elle is 

v
in

d
icated

 in
 h

is co
n

ten
tio

n
 th

at h
is su

-
p

erio
rs—

sp
ecifically

, A
b

ram
s an

d
 th

e 
ch

airm
an

 o
f th

e Jo
in

t C
h
iefs o

f S
taff, 

A
dm

. T
hom

as H
. M

oorer—
knew

 and ap-
proved o

f th
e secret raid

s th
at w

ere d
e-

scrib
ed

 o
fficially

 as "p
ro

tectiv
e reac-

tion." 
If th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o

w
, an

d
 L

av
elle is 

p
ro

v
ed

 to
 h

av
e b

een
 actin

g
 o

n
 h

is o
w

n
, 

th
at w

o
u
ild

 b
e at th

e least a g
riev

o
u
s 

breakdow
n of discipline, one tending to 

b
rin

g
 th

e n
atio

n
 in

to
 d

isrep
u
te an

d
 to

 
d
isru

p
t its d

ip
lo

m
atic u

n
d
ertak

in
g
s. 

M
oreover, as S

tennis noted, at least once 
L

av
elle an

d
 A

b
ram

s w
ere "co

rrected
" 

fro
m

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 fo
r a raid

 th
e Jo

in
t 

C
hiefs said had been im

proper and unau-
thorized—

but nothing else w
as done for 

tw
o m

ore m
onths w

hile m
any other im

-
p
ro

p
er raid

s w
ere lau

n
ch

ed
 an

d
 th

an
 

only to L
avelle, w

ho at that w
as allow

ed 
to

 retire at a v
irtu

ally
 tax

-free $
2
5
,0

0
0
 

annually. S
om

e punishm
ent! 

M
o
re

 th
a
n
 b

re
a
kd

o
w

n
 

B
u
t if L

av
elle's su

p
erio

rs w
ere aw

are 
o

f, o
r en

co
u

rag
in

g
, th

e secret raid
s. 

som
ething m

ore than a m
ere breakdow

n 

T
o

m
 W

icker 
of m

ilitary discipline—
bad as that is—

is 

suggested. T
here seem

 to be tw
o possi-

b
ilities. O

n
e is a m

ilitary
 co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 

sab
o

tag
e, o

r at least in
 d

efian
ce o

f, n
a-

tional policy. 

T
h
e o

th
er is th

at—
g
en

erals n
o
t b

ein
g
 

notorious for sticking their necks out—

th
e w

h
o
le ep

iso
d
e m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 

know
n to the supposed civilian m

aster of 

the arm
ed forces, or to som

e of them
. It 

m
ay seem

 extraordinary to suppose that 

the adm
inistration or any of its officials 

co
u
ld

 p
lay

 su
ch

 a d
ecep

tiv
e g

am
e, b

u
t 

th
e h

isto
ry

 o
f th

is w
ar is rep

lete w
ith

 

ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 d

ecep
tio

n
s b

y
 A

m
erican

 
officials. 

W
h
atev

er th
e facts fin

ally
 sh

o
w

, th
e  

L
avelle affair raises in the sharpest w

ay 
th

e q
u
estio

n
 w

h
y
 eith

er th
e civ

ilian
 o

r 
the m

ilitary spokesm
en of this adm

inis-
tration should be accepted at face value 
w

hen they say that A
m

erican planes are 
not bom

bing the R
ed R

iver dike system
 

in
 N

o
rth

 V
ietn

am
. T

h
e u

n
au

th
o
rized

 
raid

s o
f last w

in
ter an

d
 sp

rin
g
 sh

o
w

 all 
too w

ell that these spokesm
en could ei-

ther be m
isinform

ing or m
isinform

ed. 
E

v
en

 m
o
re clearly

, th
e L

av
elle affair 

suggests that H
anoi has even less reason 

th
an

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le to

 tru
st o

ffi-
cial A

m
erican

 statem
en

ts. T
h

ey
 k

n
ew

 
rig

h
t alo

n
g

 th
at th

o
se "p

ro
tectiv

e reac-
tio

n
" raid

s w
ere n

o
 su

ch
 th

in
g
, an

d
 in

 
v

io
latio

n
 o

f th
e so

-called
 "u

n
d

erstan
d

-
in

g
" b

y
 w

h
ich

 p
resid

en
t Jo

h
n

so
n

 h
ad

 
stopped the bom

bing in 1968. 

T
h
e
 m

o
ra

l ro
t 

T
h
e w

o
rst o

f all th
is m

ay
 b

e th
e w

ay
 

it is b
ein

g
 h

an
d
led

 in
 th

is co
u
n
try

, If 
L

avelle w
ere solely responsible, he ought 

to
 h

av
e b

een
 sev

erely
 p

u
n
ish

ed
; b

u
t h

e 
w

as not, certainly not by com
parison to 

w
h
at h

ap
p
en

s to
 an

y
 o

rd
in

ary
 p

erso
n
 

convicted of, say, assault or arm
ed rob-

b
ery

. If h
is m

ilitary
 su

p
erio

rs w
ere im

-
p

licated
 w

ith
 h

im
, th

e m
o

st sw
eep

in
g

 
p

en
alties o

u
g

h
t to

 h
e in

v
o

k
ed

 all alo
n

g
 

the line; but A
bram

s is being nom
inated 

fo
r th

e h
ig

h
est A

rm
y
 p

o
st, sen

ato
rs are 

fallin
g

 o
v

er o
n

e an
o

th
er to

 p
led

g
e h

im
 

th
eir su

p
p
o
rt, an

d
 o

th
er th

an
 fo

r so
m

e 
m

em
b
ers o

f th
e S

en
ate co

m
m

ittee, n
o
 

o
n
e—

certain
ly

 n
o
t th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se o

r 
the P

entagon—
seem

s exercised over the 
m

atter. 
T

h
u
s, th

e m
o
ral ro

t o
f th

e V
ietn

am
 

w
ar co

n
tin

u
es to

 fo
u

l in
stitu

tio
n

s an
d

 
processes —

 let alone m
en —

 of w
hich 

A
m

ericans once w
ere justly proud. H

ow
 

can anyone contend that there ever w
as 

an
y

th
in

g
 to

 b
e g

ain
ed

 in
 In

d
o

ch
in

a re-
m

o
tely

 w
o

rth
 th

e v
alu

es an
d

 th
e h

o
n

o
r 

th
e n

atio
n

 h
as lo

st in
 th

is co
rru

p
tin

g
 

w
ar? (f: 
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