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D
isen

ch
an

ted
 W

ith
 N

ixon
 

B
y H

arry Johanesen 

In
 1

9
6
6
 R

ich
ard

 M
. 

N
ixon cam

paigned for 
the election of D

onald 
R

ieg
le to

 C
o
n

g
ress in

 
R

iegle's hom
e tow

n of 
F

lint, M
ich. R

iegle w
on. 

In
 1

9
6
8
 R

ep
. R

ieg
le 

cam
p
aig

n
ed

 fo
r R

ich
-

ard M
. N

ixon's election 
to the presidency. R

ie-
gle's district w

ound up 
in

 N
ix

o
n
's v

icto
ry

 co
l-

um
n. 

L
ast M

arch
 R

ieg
le 

cam
p

aig
n

ed
 fo

r  th
e 

election of R
ep. P

aul N
. 

M
cC

loskey in the N
ew

 
H

am
pshire R

epublican 
p
resid

en
tial p

rim
ary

. 
M

cC
loskey lost, getting 

o
n
ly

 2
0
 p

ercen
t o

f th
e 

vote. 
M

uch had happened , 
to

 tu
rn

 R
ieg

le o
ff o

n
 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 a n

 d
 

vice versa betw
een 1968 

an
d
 th

e N
ew

 H
am

p
-

shire prim
ary. 

T
he turning point for 

R
ieg

le an
d
 th

e P
resi-

d
en

t cam
e o

n
 a d

ay
 in

 
N

ovem
ber, 1969, w

hen 
R

iegle attended a W
hite 

H
o
u
se co

n
g
ressio

n
al 

breakfast by invitation. 
R

iegle tells w
hat hap-

pened in his new
 book, 

"0 C
ongress" (D

ouble-
day: $7.95): 

"I ra
ise

d
 m

y
 h

a
n
d
 

an
d
 h

e (th
e P

resid
en

t) 
called on m

e. I stood up 
and rem

arked: 'I heard 
you say in your inaugu-
ral ad

d
ress th

at it w
as 

tim
e to

 lo
w

er v
o
ices 

an
d
 b

rin
g
 p

eo
p
le to

-
g
eth

er. I w
as in

sp
ired

 
by the _statem

ent. B
ut 

the V
ice P

resident (A
g-

new
) is behaving exact-

ly
 th

e o
p
p
o
site w

ay
. 

H
e's d

iv
id

in
g

 p
eo

p
le, 

tu
rn

in
g
 th

e
m

 a
w

a
y
. 

H
e's h

u
rtin

g
 th

e co
u
n

-
try,• and that's not con-
s
is

te
n

t w
ith

 y
o

u
r 

them
e.' 

"N
ixon seem

ed con-
fused by the com

m
ent. 

H
e responded by saying 

th
a
t th

e
 V

ic
e
 P

re
si-

d
en

t's w
ay

 w
as n

o
t al-

w
ay

s h
is (th

e P
resi-

d
en

t's) w
ay

. T
h
en

 h
e 

ad
d
ed

, sm
ilin

g
: 'W

ith
 

resp
ect to

 A
g

n
ew

 an
d

 
th

e
 p

re
ss, w

e
ll, y

o
u

 
ought to know

, they've 
been giving it to us for 
years.' H

e clenched his 
fist and leaned forw

ard, 
`N

ow
 they're getting a 

taste o
f it th

em
selv

es' 
and they just aren't lik-
ing it very m

uch.' 

D
O

N
A

L
D

 R
IE

G
L

E
 

A
 tu

rn
in

g
 p

o
in

t 

"... I w
as d

istu
rb

ed
 

by N
ixon's apparent de-

light in getting back at 
the presS

, using A
gnew

 
to

 ev
en

 an
 o

ld
 sco

re. 
T

h
a
t, fo

r m
e
 w

a
s a

 
turning point." 

R
ieg

le, w
h

o
se an

ti- 

`. . I w
a
s 

distu
rbed 

by N
ixon

's 

apparen
t 

deligh
t in

 

gettin
g back 

at th
e 

press • . 

w
ar view

s dovetail w
ith 

those of M
cC

loskey, re-
called the W

hite H
ouse 

b
reak

fast in
 an

 in
ter-

v i e w
, here yesterday 

a
n

d
 sa

id
 h

e
 w

ill n
o
t 

cam
paign for P

resident 
N

ixon's reelection. 

T
he 34 year old con-

gressm
an, w

hose nam
e-

nam
es book about C

on-
g

ress a n
 d

 th
e p

resi-
d
en

cy
 h

as h
it th

e N
ew

 
Y

ork T
im

es non-fiction 
b
est s ell e r list, said

 
se

v
e
ra

l C
a
p

ito
l c

o
l- 

leagues have refused to 
sp

eak
 to

 h
im

 sin
ce th

e 
b
o
o
k
 w

as  p
u
b
lish

ed
 

June 23. 
O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, 

R
ep

. G
erald

 F
o

rd
; th

e 
H

ouse R
epublican lead-

er, liked the book "and 
w

en
t o

u
t o

f h
is w

ay
 to

 
say

 so
," R

ieg
le said

. 
F

ord also is from
 M

ich-
igan. 

T
h
e  co

n
g
ressm

an
-

au
th

o
r said

 h
e h

as n
o
t 

h
eard

 an
y
 p

resid
en

tial 
or W

hite H
ouse reaction 

to the book although he 
has been told there is a 
w

a
itin

g
 list fo

r n
in

e
 

c
o
p
ie

s in
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse library. 
H

 i s 
disenchantm

ent 
w

ith
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
, 

R
iegle said, extended to 

the R
epublican N

ational 
C

onvention at w
hich the 

P
resid

en
t h

 a s 
been 

nom
inated for a second 

term
. 

"I felt d
ep

ressed
 aft-

er testify
in

g
 at a p

re-
convention subcom

m
it-

tee m
eeting in M

iam
i," 

lie said. "It w
as such a 

pervasive depression I 
co

u
ld

n
't ev

en
 tu

rn
 o

n
 

the television to w
atch 

the convention." 


