
1976 O
utlook: D

elegates, Sure of V
ictory in F

all, E
ye H

opefuls 
B

y R
. W

. A
P

P
L

E
 JR

. 
S

pecial to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 

M
IA

M
I B

E
A

C
H

, A
ug. 21 —

 
',- 

S
in

ce n
early

 all o
f th

e R
ep

u
b
-

lican politicians—
and m

any of  
th

e h
an

g
ers-o

n
 as w

ell—
h
av

e 
co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at th

e re-eleo
tio

n
 

o
f P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 th

is fan
 is 

O
o
 	

o
n
ly

 slig
h
tly

 less certain
 th

an
 

h
is ren

o
m

in
atio

n
 h

ere to
m

o
r-

ro
w

, th
e
 n

a
tu

ra
l th

in
g
 is 

fo
r ev

ery
o
n
e to

 g
o
ssip

 ab
o
u
t  

w
h
o
m

 th
e R

ep
u
b
-

N
ew

s 
licans m

ight nom
i- 

n
a
te

 fo
u
r y

e
a
rs 

A
n
a
ly

sis h
e
n
c
e
. T

h
u
s, a

s 
th

e
  c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
 

o
p
en

ed
, th

e co
rrid

o
rs, th

e b
ars 

an
d
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers w
ere fu

ll 
o
f talk

 ab
o
u
t th

e 1
9
7
6
 tick

et. 
It beats speculating about w

hat 
John W

ayne m
ight have to say 

in his encom
ium

 on M
r. N

ixon, 
and it provides a certain desul-
to

ry
 in

terest, lik
e b

attin
g
 av

er-
ag

es in
 th

e o
ff seaso

n
. 

T
h
e p

ro
b
lem

, as C
h
arles K

. 
M

cW
h
o
rter, an

 o
ld

 frien
d
 o

f 
th

e P
resid

en
t, w

as say
in

g
 y

es-
te

rd
a
y
, is th

a
t n

o
th

in
g
 th

a
t 

h
ap

p
en

s in
 M

iam
i B

each
 th

is 
w

eek
 w

ill h
av

e v
ery

 m
u
ch

 to
 

do w
ith w

hat happens in 1976. 
U

ntil w
e have seen a few

 years 
of a second N

ixon A
dm

inistra-
tion, said M

r. M
cW

horter, per-
h
ap

s u
n
til th

e 1
9
7
4
 electio

n
s, 

"w
e w

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 an
y
th

in
g
." 

T
h
e co

m
b
atan

ts in
 th

e clo
s- 

est th
in

g
 to

 a d
iv

isiv
e issu

e to
 

hit M
iam

i B
each this last w

eek 
—

the allocation of seats for the 
1976 	

convention—
w

ould 	
dis- 

ag
ree w

ith
 th

at ju
d
g
m

en
t, n

o
doubt. B

ut even the m
ost gim

- 
let-eyed am

ong them
 adm

it that 
n
o
 m

o
re th

an
 1

5
0
 o

r p
o
ssib

ly
 

1
7
5
 seats w

o
u
ld

 b
e affected

, 
an

d
 th

e o
u
tco

m
e is n

o
t lik

ely
 

to
 tu

rn
 o

n
 so

 sm
all a n

u
m

b
er. 

D
u
e w

arn
in

g
 	

having 	
been 

given about the w
eightiness of 

w
hat follow

s, here are som
e of 

the thoughts overheard by a  re_ 
porter cruising the lobbies and 
b
ars fo

r th
e last tw

o
 d

ay
s: 

B
y som

e m
ysterious process, 

a consensus list of P
residential 

possibilities 	
seem

s 	
to

 	
have 

em
erged. 	

It 	
is 	

headed, 	
of 

course, 	
by 	

V
ice 	

P
resident 

A
gnew

, 	
and 	

includes, 	
in

 n
o
  

particular order, the follow
ing: 

S
en

ato
rs C

h
arles H

. P
ercy

 o
f 

Illinois, Jam
es 	

L
. 	

B
uckley 	

of 
N

ew
 	

Y
ork 	

and 	
W

illiam
 	

E
. 

B
ro

ck
 3

d
 o

f T
en

n
essee, G

o
v
- 

ernors R
onald R

eagan of C
ali- 

fo
rn

ia an
d
 N

elso
n-  A

. R
o
ck

e- 
feller 	

of 	
N

ew
 	

Y
ork, -M

ayor 
R

ich
ard

 L
u
g
ar o

f In
d
ian

ap
o
lis 

and form
er T

reasury S
ecretary 

Jo
h
n
 B

. C
o
n
n
ally

 o
f T

ex
as, a 

D
em

ocrat. 
S

en
ato

r R
o
b
ert J. D

o
le, th

e 
R

epublican national chairm
an, 

has been telling those w
ho ask 

th
at h

e th
in

k
s M

r. A
g
n
ew

 is 
the 	

front-runner 	
(yes, 	

th
at 

w
ord is back in vogue already), 

follow
ed by M

r. P
ercy and M

r. 
C

onnally, if the T
exan sw

itches 
parties. 
.  R

andom
 interview

s w
ith per _ 

haps 50 or 60 delegates suggest 
th

at M
r. A

g
n
ew

 h
as m

o
re o

f 
their support than anyone elS

e 
("I lik

e h
im

 th
e sam

e w
ay

 I.  
liked 	

B
arry 	

[G
oldw

ater] 	
in 

[1964," 	
said 	

a 	
blue-haired 

m
atro

n
 fro

m
 th

e S
o
u
th

. 	
B

ut 
am

ong 	
the 	

party 	
operators, 

there 	
is 	

an 	
ill-concealed 	

fear 
th

at th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t is ju

st 
to

o
 d

iv
isiv

e —
 th

at h
e m

ig
h
t 

prove, 	
to 	

reverse 	
a 	

current 
clich

e, to
 b

e a M
cG

o
v
ern

 o
f 

the right. 
"H

e's fi ne  for  fund-raisers," 
said a national com

m
itteem

an 
from

 	
a 	

conservative 	
M

iddle 
W

estern state, "but I think w
e 

w
ill 	

be • w
ise 	

to
 	

look 	
som

e-, 
w

here else for the P
residency." 

B
ut w

here else? A
 W

esterner 
w

en
t d

o
w

n
 th

e list: "R
eag

an
 

and 	
R

ocky 	
w

ill 	
be 	

too 	
old, 

P
ercy

's m
o
v
ed

 to
o
 fast o

n
 th

e 
delegate allocation thing, B

rock 
and L

ugar are o
n

ly on  th
e list 

because they're trying so  h
ard

, 
C

onnally's too m
uch of a L

yn- 
don 	

Johnson 	
m

an, 	
B

uckley's 
not really very exciting." 

M
r. L

ugar's efforts here have 
been heroic—

a gala reception 

on T
hursday night, a dinner for 

reporters S
aturday night, staff 

m
em

bers soliciting statem
ents 

of praise from
 delegates, slick 

brochures 	
scattered 	

through 
th

e h
o
tels. It is said

 th
at h

e 
h
ad

 h
o
p
ed

 to
 seek

 th
e V

ice- 
P

residency 	
this 	

year 	
if 	

M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 n

o
t m

ad
e h

is p
ref- 

eren
ce k

n
o
w

n
 so

 far in
 ad

- 
v
an

e. 	
• 

A
 strik

in
g
 asp

ect to
 th

e list 
is its co

n
serv

atism
; o

n
ly

 M
r. 

P
ercy

 an
d
, 	

to
 a d

eg
ree, 	

M
r. 

L
u
g
ar are id

en
tified

 w
ith

 th
e 

party's 	
liberal 	

w
ing. 	

For 	
the 

m
om

ent, 	
d
esp

ite M
r. N

ix
o
n
's 

effo
rts to

 m
o
v
e to

 th
e left o

n
 

som
e 	

issues 	
and 	

th
e p

arty
's 

w
illingness to em

brace all his 
w

orks, it rem
ains conservative 

at h
eart. 	

- 
A

 few
 o

f th
e m

o
re th

o
u
g
h
t- 

ful R
epublicans are w

ondering 
w

h
eth

er th
e n

o
m

in
atio

n
 w

ill 
b
e w

o
rth

 v
ery

 m
u
ch

. O
n
e o

f 
th

em
 said

 h
e w

as co
n
v
in

ced
 

th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 h

ad
 n

o
t ev

en
 

approached 	
the 	

problem
 	

of 
m

aking the R
epublicans a m

a- 
jo

rity
 p

arty
 an

d
 th

at h
is ap

- 
p
aren

t 	
electoral 	

stren
g
th

 re- 
su

ited
 m

ain
ly

 fro
m

 "th
e fo

o
l-  

ishness of .the D
em

oorats and 
th

e 	
short-term

 	
currents 	

of 
foreign policy.": 

"
 

T
h
e p

ro
o
f, h

e said
, w

ill b
e 

the results of the C
ongressional 

w
here. 

 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se th

at ro
se to

 th
 

 

races 	
this 	

fall. 	
H

e 	
predicte 

th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 w

o
u
ld

 p
u
ll it 

relatively few
 R

epublicans, ex 
cep

t in
 th

e S
o
u
th

, w
h
ere (a 

• in 1964) voters seem
 less pron. 

to
 sp

lit th
eir b

allo
ts th

an
 else 

F
or P

arty B
uilding 

A
 m

em
ber of the N

ixon C
abi 

net agreed. B
ut he argued tha 

a second N
ixon A

dm
inistrate] 

could 	
be 	

devoted 	
to 	

part: 
building. 	

H
e 	

conceded 	
tha 

m
u
ch

 rem
ain

ed
 to

 b
e d

o
n
e ti 

rem
o
v
e th

e k
in

d
 o

f ten
sio

n
 

b
etw

een
 state p

arties an
d
 d

i, 

su
rface last w

eek
 at a m

eet 
 

ing betw
een M

r. D
ole and stab 

p
arty

 lead
ers. (T

h
e sam

e ten
 

sions 	
p
lag

u
ed

 th
e D

em
o
crat 

under P
resident Johnson). 

In any event, M
r. N

ixon w
il 

have 	
to 	

decide, 	
if • he 	

is 	
re 

elected, 	
w

hether 	
to 	

try 	
tc 

designate 	
th

e 	
1976 	

nom
inee 

P
resident E

isenhow
er 	

all 	
but 

anointed M
r. N

ixon him
self ir 

1960, and P
resident T

rum
an, ir 

1952, succeeded w
ith som

ew
hat 

greater • difficulty 	
in 	

puttin 
over A

dlai E
. S

tevenson. 
"A

t 	
a g

u
ess," 	

the 	
C

abinet 
m

em
ber said, "I w

ould suspect 
that N

ixon w
ould announce foi 

 A
g
n
ew

 o
n
ly

 ift  h
e th

o
u
g
h
t it 

w
as 	

inevitable.' 	
O

therw
ise, 	

I 
th

in
k
 h

e'll k
eep

 o
u
t o

f it an
c 

w
e'll have a free-for-all." 


