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W
est _Sider Is. A

ccused of P
aying a M

an $1,000 to K
ill the P

resident 
B

y A
R

N
O

L
D

 H
. L

U
B

A
S

C
H

 
A

 2
7
-y

e
a
r-o

ld
 M

a
n
h
a
tta

n
 

m
an

 w
as arrested

 in
 C

en
tral 

P
ark yesterday after he alleged-

ly paid $1,000 to an undercover 
ag

en
t to

 k
ill P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
. 

T
he suspect w

as identified as 
A

ndrew
 B

. T
opping of 411 W

est 
E

n
d
 A

v
en

u
e, w

h
o
 said

 th
at h

e 
w

as self-em
ployed in the invest-

m
en

t field
 an

d
 th

at h
e co

u
ld

 
p
ro

v
id

e
 fo

r b
a
il a

s h
ig

h
 a

s 
$100,000. 

M
r. T

opping w
as held in lieu 

o
f $

5
0
0
,0

0
0
 b

ail after a h
ear-

in
g
 in

 F
ed

eral C
o
u
rt h

ere o
n
 

ch
arg

es o
f th

reaten
in

g
 th

e life 
o
f th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

n
d
 p

a
y
in

g
 

so
m

eo
n
e to

 carry
 o

u
t an

 assas-
sin

atio
n
 attem

p
t. 

T
h
e ch

arg
es w

ere p
resen

ted
 

at th
e b

ail h
earin

g
 b

y
 W

illiam
 

B
. G

ray
, an

 assistan
t U

n
ited

 
S

ta
te

s a
tto

rn
e
y
, w

h
o
 sa

id
 a

 
S

ecret S
ervice investigation be-

g
a
n
 a

b
o
u
t a

 w
e
e
k
 a

fte
r M

r. T
o
p
p
in

g
 to

ld
 an

 u
n
id

en
tified

 
G

o
v
ern

m
en

t ag
en

cy
 th

at h
e 

w
an

ted
 to

 see th
e P

resid
en

t. 
A

 frin
d
 o

f M
e
r. T

o
p
p
in

g
 

hn w
n o h S

creete 
th

en
 w

en
t, to

 th
e S

ecret ,S
erv

-
ice to rep

o
rt th

at th
e su

sp
ect 

h
a
d
 a

sk
e
d
 h

im
 to

 h
e
lp

 fin
d
 

som
eone w

ho, could assassinate 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
M

r. G
ray. 	

_ 
A

s a resu
lt o

f th
is in

fo
rm

a-
tio

n
, h

e co
n
tin

u
ed

, a sp
ecial 

a
g
e
n
t o

f th
e
 S

e
c
re

t S
e
rv

ic
e
 

posed as a hired assassin w
hen 

h
e w

en
t to

 a m
id

to
w

n
 m

eetin
g
 

T
h
u
rsd

ay
 n

ig
h
t w

ith
 M

r. T
o
p
-

p
in

g
 an

d
 th

e frien
d

. 
T

h
ey

 m
et ag

ain
 y

esterd
ay

 
aftern

o
o
n
 n

ear th
e b

o
ath

o
u
se 

in C
entral P

ark, w
here M

r. T
op-

p
in

g
 w

as alleg
ed

 to
 h

av
e p

aid
 

th
e
 a

g
e
n
t $

1
,0

0
0
 to

 a
tte

m
p
t 

th
e assassin

atio
n
 n

ex
t w

eek
, 

M
r. G

ray
 said

 in
 h

is d
escrip

-
tio

n
 o

f th
e arrest. 

"W
e d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 v
ery

 m
u
ch

 
ab

o
u
t th

e p
erso

n
al life' o

f th
is 

d
efen

d
an

t," M
r. G

ray
 n

o
ted

 in
 

his account to M
agistrate M

ar-
tin

 D
. Jaco

b
s at th

e b
ail h

ear-
ing. H

e ap
p
ears to

 b
e a y

o
u
n
g
 

m
an of substantial m

eans," the 
F

ederal prosecutor added, "and 
h
e's o

b
v
io

u
sly

 w
ell d

ressed
." 

W
ears C

om
bat B

oots 
M

r. T
opping a m

edium
-sized 

m
an

 w
ith

 w
av

y
 b

ro
w

n
 h

air, 
w

o
re

 a
 h

e
a
v
y
-w

e
ig

h
t o

liv
e
 

p
laid

 su
it, v

est an
d
 tie, w

ith
 

black A
rm

y-style com
bat boots 

sh
o
w

in
g
 b

en
eath

 h
is tro

u
ser 

cuffs. 
A

s th
e ch

arg
es ag

ain
st h

im
 

w
ere outlined, he listened w

ith-
out displaying any em

otion and 
an

sw
ered

 a few
 q

u
estio

n
s in

 a 
firm

 v
o
ice, alth

o
u
g
h
 h

is face 
seem

ed strained. 
L

arry G
reenbrg, a L

egal A
id 

law
yer representing him

 at the  hearing, said that M
r. T

opping 
h
ad

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at h

e liv
ed

 in
 

th
e W

est E
n
d
 A

v
en

u
e ap

art-
m

en
t w

ith
 h

is m
o
th

er, S
o
p
h
ie, 

an
d
 h

is 5
-y

ear-o
ld

 so
n
. 

M
r. G

ray interjected that the 
d
efen

d
an

t's w
ife h

ad
 d

ied
 re-

cen
tly

 "u
n
d
er m

y
sterio

u
s cir-

c
u
m

sta
n
c
e
s" a

n
d
 th

a
t th

e
 

p
o
lice h

ad
 arrested

 h
im

 after-
w

ard on a charge of possessing 
w

eapons. 

A
 p

o
lice sp

o
k
esm

an
 said

 
later th

at M
r. T

o
p
p
in

g
's w

ife, . 
A

bigail, com
m

itted suicide on 
Ju

ly
 6

, tw
o
 d

ay
s after retu

rn
-

in
g
 fro

m
 th

e h
o
sp

ital w
ith

 a 
n
ew

b
o
rn

 b
ab

y
, an

d
 th

at th
e 

d
efen

d
an

t h
ad

 b
een

 ch
arg

ed
 

w
ith possessing four handguns 

an
d
 a rifle w

ith
 a telesco

p
ic 

sig
h
t. T

h
e p

o
lice said

 h
e h

ad
 

n
o
t h

ad
 p

erm
its fo

r th
e w

eap
-

ons. 


