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IP 500,000 A
rm

ored car for N
ixon

 
D
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A
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O
R

N
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ich.) 
(A

P
) —

 P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
's 

new
 $500,000 arm

or-plated 
lim

o
u
sin

e ro
lled

 o
u
t o

f a 
clo

sed
 sh

o
p
 to

d
ay

 an
d
 w

ill 
be trucked to W

ashington in 
a clo

sed
 v

an
 w

ith
 a S

ecret 
S

ervice escort. 
"It's as stro

n
g
 as a tan

k
. 

It is so
 stro

n
g
 th

at a b
o
m

b
 

w
ould 'only roll it over," the 

D
etro

it F
ree P

ress q
u
o
ted

 
one w

orkm
an as saying. 

T
he taxpayer 	is-only 	pick- 

in
g
 u

p
 a fractio

n
 o

f th
e tab

  

fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t's fiv

e-to
n
 

L
incoln —

 about a $5000-a-
y
ear lease fee. B

ecau
se o

f 
th

e p
restig

e in
v
o

lv
ed

, th
e 

m
an

u
factu

rer d
o
es' n

 o
 

charge the full cost. 
T

h
e F

o
rd

 M
o
to

r C
o
. h

as 
cloaked the hand - m

ade, op-
tio

n
 -lo

ad
ed

, b
lack

 C
o
n

ti-
nental in a veil of secrecy. 

B
u
t th

e F
ree P

ress in
 to

-
day's editions gave these de-
tails,: 

T
he-365-horsepow

er engine 
displaces 480-cubic inches. 

T
h
e car. w

ei g
 h

 s 1
0
,0

0
0
 

p
o
u
n
d
s, co

m
p
ared

 to
 5

2
0
0
 

pounds for the usual C
onti-

nental. 
M

uch of the extra w
eight 

co
m

es fro
m

 th
e q

u
arter-

in
ch

 o
f arm

o
r p

late o
n
 th

e 
bottom

, roof and doors. 
T

h
e w

in
d

o
w

s an
d
 m

etal 
rein

fo
rced

 tires are b
u
llet-

p
ro

o
f an

d
 so

 is th
e p

lex
i-

glass bubble that can be hy-
draulically raised w

hen the 
P

resident w
ants to stand up 

and w
ave. 

T
he lim

ousine w
as three 

years in the m
aking but nev-

er w
as n

ear an
 assem

b
ly

 
lin

e. It w
as h

an
d
 - crafted

 
by 10 m

etal m
odel m

akers, 
tw

o w
elders and one stock-

m
an w

ho w
drked from

 spe-
cial plans prepared by F

ord 
and the S

ecret S
ervice. 

In
 1

9
6
8

 F
o

rd
 sig

n
ed

 an
 

eight - year contract to keep 
tw

o presidential lim
ousines 

available at all tim
es and to 

build a new
 one every four 

y
ears. A

 sim
ilar car w

as  

g
 i v

 ea P
resid

en
t L

y
n
d
o
n
 

Johnson in 1968. 
T

h
e car h

as h
an

d
 - b

ars 
fo

r S
ecret S

erv
ice ag

en
ts. 

R
u
n
n
in

g
 b

o
ard

s fo
ld

 o
 u

 t 
from

 the fenders. 
"I t h

a
s p

o
w

e
r e

v
e
ry

-
thing," said one w

orker, as 
w

ell as air conditioning, tw
o-

w
ay radio, telephone, stereo 

equipm
ent for the front and 

rear a n
 d

 g
en

u
in

e b
lack

 
leather upholstery. 

T
here's also a lock on the 

gas cap. 


