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 It is tim
e to ask, 

q
u
ite serio

u
sly

, w
h
eth

er D
r. H

en
ry

 A
. 

K
issin

g
er m

ay
 n

o
t b

e th
e secretary

 o
f 

b
e
 N

ix
o

n
's

 
JU

N
 
2
 1

 1972 

Jo
sep

h
 A

lso
p

 
S

tate in the second N
ixon A

dm
inistration 

—
 assu

m
in

g
 th

ere is a seco
n
d
 N

ix
o
n
 

A
dm

inistration, as m
ost people now

 do. 
It is a p

o
in

t th
at h

as b
een

 id
ly

 d
is-

cu
ssed

 b
efo

re n
o
w

. G
iv

en
 D

r. K
issin

-
g
er's ro

le in
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

m
ak

in
g
, a 

good m
any people 

have 
said

 th
at h

e 
really

 o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e p

resid
in

g
 o

v
er th

e 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t. S
o
m

e h
av

e ad
d
ed

: 
"W

hy not?" B
ut the answ

er has alw
ays 

been relations w
ith C

ongress, and all the 
obvious other com

plications of the case. 
F

o
r a lo

n
g

 tim
e, n

o
n

eth
eless, H

en
ry

 
K

issin
g
er h

as b
een

 u
sed

 b
y
 th

e P
resi-

d
en

t as secretary
 o

f S
tate in

 all b
u
t 

n
am

e. H
e is in

 P
ek

in
g
 at th

e m
o
m

en
t, 

n
eg

o
tiatin

g
 o

n
 th

e P
resid

en
t's b

eh
alf 

w
ith P

rem
ier C

hou E
n-lai. 

J
o

in
t a

rc
h

ite
c
ts

 
T

he S
A

L
T

 agreem
ent is also before the 

S
enate; and the P

resident and K
issinger 

w
ere the joint architects of the skillful, 

long-headed diplom
acy that produced a 

SA
L

T
 agreem

ent in M
oscow

 only about a 
fortnight after the blockade of H

aiphong 
H

arb
o
r. W

h
en

 th
e H

o
u
se an

d
 S

en
ate 

com
m

ittees cam
e to the W

hite H
ouse to 

b
e b

riefed
 o

n
 S

A
L

T
, it w

as ag
ain

 D
r. 

K
issinger w

hom
 the P

resident deputed to 
do the detailed briefing. 

H
e did a dazzling job of it, too, accord-

ing to no less an authority than the lone-
ly S

A
L

T
 critic, S

en H
enry M

. Jackson. 
In

 su
m

, th
e w

o
rk

 th
at D

r. K
issin

g
er is 

now
 openly doing has certainly ceased to 

be the w
ork of a hidden though pow

erful  

m
em

ber of the W
hite H

ouse secretariat. 
A

n
d
 h

e is d
o
in

g
 th

at w
o
rk

 to
 stead

ily
 

m
ounting applause. 

N
ew

 developm
ents 

E
ven so, the question in the first para-

graph w
ould hardly be w

orth asking if it 
w

ere not for som
e new

 developm
ents, so 

trivial seem
ing they have not been no-

ticed. It is balderdash that foreign policy 
has never been m

ade in this m
anner in 

our governm
ent. C

olonel E
dw

ard M
an-

dell H
ouse under P

resident W
ilson, H

ar- 

ry H
opkins in the w

ar years under P
resi-

dent R
oosevelt, both enjoyed situations 

alm
ost identical w

ith D
r. K

issinger's to-
day. 

In theory it could go on forever, or at 
least as long as P

resident N
ixon him

self 
goes on. In practice, how

ever, one has to 
begin to think about other possibilities in 
v
iew

 o
f th

e sm
all b

u
t fairly

 ey
eb

ro
w

-
raising signs above-m

entioned. O
ne such 

is the novel relationship betw
een K

issin-
ger and the prickly chairm

an of the F
or-

eign R
elations C

om
m

ittee, S
en. J. W

il-
liam

 F
ulbright. 

T
he first m

eeting on the level of w
hat 

m
ight be called coziness w

as arranged 
b
y
 a ch

arm
in

g
 w

o
m

an
, M

rs. T
h
o
m

as 
B

rad
en

. B
u
t th

at in
itial lu

n
ch

eo
n
 h

as 
been follow

ed by at least one other, re-
p
o
rted

ly
 su

g
g
ested

 b
y
 S

en
. F

u
lb

rig
h
t 

him
self w

hen D
r. K

issinger asked how
 

and w
here he could brief the senator on 

events in M
oscow

. 

C
o

n
fid

en
tial situ

atio
n

 
It is the sort of thing one never abso-

lutely know
s about. Y

et consider K
issin-

ger's intensely confidential situation in 
the W

hite H
ouse. In view

 of that situa-
tion, it is hard to im

agine him
 m

oving to 
estab

lish
 a p

erso
n
al lin

k
 w

ith
 S

en
ato

r 
F

ulbright, w
ithout the express approval 

o
f th

e P
resid

en
t fo

r su
ch

 a m
o
v
e. It 

looks, in short, as though the P
resident 

h
ad

 h
ere b

eg
u
n
 testin

g
 th

e w
ater o

n
 

C
apitol H

ill. 
T

h
ere h

as b
een

 an
o
th

er, ev
en

 m
o
re 

significant episode of the sam
e sort, and 

still m
o
re recen

tly
, to

o
. In

 b
rief, th

ere 
w

as a serio
u
s q

u
estio

n
 in

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se, rep

o
rted

ly
, ab

o
u
t w

h
eth

er D
r. 

K
issinger w

ould discard the protective 
cloak of executive privilege. T

he idea 
w

as to have him
 appear before S

en. F
ul-

bright's com
m

ittee, if not others, to ex-
pound the S

A
L

T
 agreem

ent as only K
is-

singer seem
s to be able to do. 

O
rigin of an idea 
T

he idea obviously originated in K
is-

singer's four bravura on-the-record press 
co

n
feren

ces d
u
rin

g
 th

e M
o
sco

w
 trip

 -
am

ong the m
ost extraordinary and suc-

cessful feats of exposition the U
.S

. gov-
ern

m
en

t h
as seen

 in
 d

ecad
es. B

u
t th

e 
point is, again reportedly, that the idea 
w

as P
resident N

ixon's, and that the ar-
g
u
m

en
ts ag

ain
st d

iscard
in

g
 ex

ecu
tiv

e 
privilege w

ere apparently m
ade by H

en-
ry K

issinger. T
hese latter proved deci-

sive. 
Y

et if you think about it a little, there 
are only tw

o possible deductions one can 
d
raw

 fro
m

 th
e fact th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 
even gave tem

porary thought to such a 
thing, w

hich could only have 'been a be-
ginning of K

issinger testim
ony. O

ne de-
duction is that R

ichard M
. N

ixon sees 
H

enry A
. K

issinger's W
hite H

ouse use-
fulness com

ing to an end at the close of 
th

e p
resen

t p
resid

en
tial term

. T
h
at is 

w
hat w

ill happen, beyond doubt, if for-
m

er S
ecretary of the T

reasury John C
on-

nally becom
es secretary of S

tate after 
the election. 

A
s to the other possible deduction,it is 

that P
resident N

ixon is already thinking 
of m

aking H
enry K

issinger go public for 
good by nam

ing him
 secretary of S

tate, 
w

hile John C
onnally m

oves into the vice 
p
resid

en
cy

. S
tran

g
er, m

o
re irratio

n
al 

things have happened. 


