
P
resident K

ennedy speaking on T
.V

. 
O

ct. 22, 1962, on the C
uban situation. 

N
Y

Tim
es 

M
A

Y
 1 2 1972 

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S
, F

R
ID

A
Y

, M
A

Y
 1

2
,1

9
7
2
 	

39'm
 

It Isn't the C
uban M

issile C
risis 

>
- 
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T
he N

aval quarantine proclaim
ed by 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e C

u
b

an
 

m
issile crisis o

f 1
9
6
2
 w

as, lik
e P

res- 
id

en
t N

ix
o

n
's m

in
in

g
 o

f N
o

rth
 V

iet-
n
am

ese h
arb

o
rs, an

 in
terd

ictio
n
 o

f 
S

o
v
iet sh

ip
p
in

g
 th

at risk
ed

 th
e n

ig
h
t-

m
are of nuclear w

ar. T
here all resem

- 
blance ends. 

T
he sudden secret delivery of long-

ran
g
e n

u
clear w

eap
o
n
s o

n
ly

 n
in

ety
 

m
iles fro

m
 o

u
r sh

o
res p

o
sed

 a v
ery

 
d

ifferen
t k

in
d

 o
f th

reat to
 th

is n
atio

n
 

th
an

 d
o

es th
e o

p
en

 d
eliv

ery
 o

f co
n

-
ventional w

eapons nearly 9,000 m
iles 

aw
ay

. In
 1

9
6
2
 S

o
v
iet eq

u
ip

m
en

t an
d
 

co
m

b
at u

n
its in

 C
u

b
a so

u
g

h
t to

 tran
s-

fo
rm

 th
a
t c

o
u

n
try

 in
to

 a
 stra

te
g

ic
 

n
u

clear b
ase cap

ab
le o

f strik
in

g
 an

y
 

city
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 W

estern
 

H
em

isphere. In 1972 S
oviet equipm

ent 
(w

ith
 alm

o
st n

o
 p

erso
n
n

el) in
 In

d
o
-

ch
in

a h
as n

o
 m

issio
n

 b
ey

o
n

d
 th

o
se 

b
o
rd

ers. In
 co

n
trast w

ith
 th

e d
elib

er-
ately

 false statem
en

ts m
ad

e ab
o
u
t th

e 
m

issile shipm
ents to C

uba, the K
rem

-
lin has openly acknow

ledged its deter-
m

in
atio

n
 to

 su
p
p
ly

 its allies in
 H

an
o
i 

w
ith

 at least a fractio
n
 o

f w
h
at o

u
r 

o
w

n
 co

u
n
try

 Is su
p
p
ly

in
g
 its allies in

 
S

aigon. 
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
, ad

v
ised

 th
at 

M
oscow

 as w
ell as our m

aritim
e allies 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e co

n
cern

ed
 w

ith
 leg

alities, 
o
b
ta

in
e
d
 a

 u
n
a
n
im

o
u
s v

o
te

 in
 th

e
 

O
rg

an
izatio

n
 o

f A
m

erican
 S

tates au
-

th
o
rizin

g
 h

is actio
n
 an

d
 th

e p
artici-

pation of L
atin-A

m
erican vessels in the 

b
arricad

e. H
 ein

v
o
k
ed

 th
e T

reaty
 o

f 
R

io as w
ell as a new

 and specific joint 
resolution of C

ongress. P
resident N

ixon 
p
refers to

 act alo
n
e, w

ith
o
u
t au

th
o
r-

ization or participation by either allies 
or C

ongress. 
A

lthough both C
hief E

xecutives w
ere 

criticized by C
ongressional leaders for 

their actions, the criticism
 in M

r. K
en-

n
ed

y
's case accu

sed
 h

im
 o

f n
o
t g

o
in

g
 

far enough. B
ut P

resident K
ennedy de-

liberately sought to m
aintain a degree 

o
f d

iscretio
n

 an
d

 flex
ib

ility
 th

at th
is 

latest in
terd

ictio
n
 fails to

 o
ffer. M

ili-
tary

 d
ev

elo
p
m

en
ts in

 th
e n

eig
h
b
o
rin

g
 

C
aribbean w

ere then far m
ore subject 

to our control than are events today in 
the G

ulf of T
onkin and S

outh C
hina S

ea. 
U

.S
. picket ships, unlike m

ines, could 
b

e (an
d

 w
ere) in

stru
cted

 fro
m

 W
ash

-
ington to let certain vessels pass. P

ro-
hibited vessels w

ere to be turned back 
o
r tak

en
 in

to
 cu

sto
d
y
—

n
o
t b

lo
w

n
 u

p
. 

T
h

e b
an

 ap
p

lied
 o

n
ly

 to
 th

o
se sh

ip
s 

carrying offensive w
eapons. T

he R
us-

sian blockade of W
est B

erlin in 1948, 
M

r. K
ennedy noted, had kept out food, 

petroleum
, m

edicine, the necessities of 
life, ev

ery
th

in
g
; b

u
t th

is th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates w
ould not do. T

his w
eek it did. 

Y
et th

e in
terd

ictio
n
 o

f S
o
v
iet sh

ip
- 

ping in 1962 w
as far m

ore focused on 
th

e im
m

ed
iate th

reat th
at g

av
e rise to

 
it th

an
 is th

e in
terd

ictio
n
 in

itiated
 b

y
 

P
resident N

ixon. N
uclear m

issiles and 
ro

ck
et lau

n
ch

ers n
eed

ed
 to

 co
m

p
lete 

the sites then being prepared on C
uba 

co
u
ld

 reach
 th

at islan
d
 o

n
ly

 b
y
 sea; 

an
d

 th
e q

u
aran

tin
e w

as to
 last o

n
ly

 
u

n
til th

at sp
ecific th

reat h
ad

 b
een

 re-
m

oved. B
ut halting all S

oviet deliveries 
to N

orth V
ietnam

 now
, even if feasible, 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t h
alt H

an
o

i's p
resen

t o
ffen

-
sive in the S

outh, nor m
ake im

possible 
its in

d
efin

ite w
ag

in
g
 o

f g
u
errilla w

ar 
w

ith supplies com
ing overland as they 

did during L
yndon Johnson's bom

bard-
m

en
t o

f rail lin
es. 

P
resident N

ixon, m
oreover, has tied  h

is in
terd

ictio
n

 n
o

t to
 th

e w
ith

d
raw

al 
of S

oviet m
ilitary equipm

ent but to an 
en

d
 o

f th
e w

ar itself. 
B

y m
ore carefully lim

iting his aim
s 

and holding his fire, P
resident K

ennedy 
u
sed

 th
e 1

9
6
2
 q

u
aran

tin
e to

 p
av

e th
e 

w
ay for an early negotiated settlem

ent 
o

f th
e m

issile crisis. B
u

t m
in

es th
at 

sink every incom
ing and outgoing ves-

sel, regardless of their cargo or identity 
o

r th
e o

p
en

in
g

 o
f n

eg
o

tiatio
n

s, are 
lik

ely
 to

 p
ro

d
u
ce co

n
fro

n
tatio

n
 b

e-
tw

een
 tw

o
 n

u
clear p

o
w

ers b
efo

re an
 

altern
ativ

e so
lu

tio
n
 can

 b
e fo

u
n
d
. If 

as predicted they accom
plish little in-

side V
ietnam

 itself but a hardening in 
H

an
o
i's w

ill, P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
's o

w
n
 

w
o

rd
s w

ill th
en

 req
u

ire h
im

 to
 seek

 
still h

ig
h
e
r ste

p
s u

p
 th

e
 la

d
d
e
r o

f 
escalation. 

W
e all h

ad
 reaso

n
 to

 b
e fearfu

l in
 

1
9
6
2
. B

u
t th

e S
o
v
iets are co

m
p
ara-

tiv
ely

 stro
n

g
er to

d
ay

 th
en

 th
ey

 w
ere 

then, in both naval and nuclear pow
er 

in
 p

articu
lar. T

h
eir lead

ersh
ip

, less 
free-w

heeling than K
hrushchev's, m

ay 
b

e m
o

re relu
ctan

t to
 ch

an
g

e co
u

rses 
a
s q

u
ic

k
ly

. N
o
r is w

o
rld

 o
p
in

io
n
 

arrayed behind the U
nited S

tates as it 
w

as th
en

. F
in

ally
, an

d
 fran

k
ly

, w
e 

m
ay

 n
o
t b

e as lu
ck

y
 th

is tim
e as w

e 
w

ere in 1962. 
B

ut how
ever reckless the P

resident's 
b
rin

k
sm

a
n
sh

ip
 a

p
p
e
a
rs to

 b
e
, h

is 
critics an

 tak
e n

o
 co

m
fo

rt fro
m

 
a 

S
o
v
iet rep

ly
 in

 k
in

d
. In

stead
, b

efo
re 

it is to
o

 late, if it is n
o

t alread
y

 to
o

 
late, b

o
th

 sid
es m

u
st b

e u
rg

ed
 to

 g
et 

b
ack

 o
n

 th
e 1

9
6

2
 track

: secret n
eg

o
- 

tiations and com
m

unications, contacts 
at th

e U
n

ited
 N

atio
n

s, m
o

re cau
tio

u
s 

rh
eto

ric in
 p

u
b
lic, an

d
 ab

o
v
e all th

e 
ex

ercise o
f m

ilitary
 restrain

t. O
n

e 
m

istak
e is all it tak

es; an
d
 sav

in
g
 

o
n
e's face is n

o
t w

o
rth

 lo
sin

g
 o

u
r 

planet. 
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T
heodore Sorensen, a N

ew
 Y

ork attor-
ney, w

as an aide to
 P

resident K
ennedy. 


