
	

A
i) 	

M
A

Y
 1 0 1972 

	

6 
*aft X

ra
tici5

0
 O

ro
n

icle *
 W

ed
., M

a
y
 10, 1972 	

$FC
hronicle 

Jam
es R

eston
 R

eports 

N
ix

o
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ea
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ea

ce O
ffer 

B
y Ja

m
es R

esto
n
 

N
.Y

. T
im

es Service 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
S

o
 m

u
ch

 h
as b

een
 said

 
a
b
o

u
t P

re
sid

e
n
t N

ix
o
n

's 
n
e
w

 m
ilita

ry
 m

o
v
e
s in

 
V

ietn
am

 th
at h

is n
ew

 an
d
 

m
o

re sp
ecific p

eace term
s 

m
a
y
 b

e
 o

v
e
rlo

o
k
e
d

 a
n
d

 
u
n

d
erestim

ated
. 

F
o
r w

h
ile

 h
e
 ta

lk
e
d
 in

 
w

arrio
r lan

g
u
ag

e ab
o
u
t th

e 
"arro

g
an

ce" an
d

 in
so

len
ce 

o
f H

an
o
i, an

d
 b

ack
ed

 h
is 

w
arnings w

ith 
a
 m

ilita
ry

 
ch

allen
g
e to

 
the sea-borne 
S

o
v

iet arm
s 

in
 H

aip
h
o
n
g
 

a
n
d
 th

e
 ra

il 
supplies from

 C
hina, he alsO

 
o
ffered

 w
h
at am

o
u
n
ts to

 a 
d

ate-certain
 fo

r th
e "co

m
-

p
lete w

ith
d
raw

al o
f 

a II 
A

m
erican forces from

 V
iet-

nam
 w

ithin four m
onths." 

S
P

E
C

IF
IC

 
M

a
y
b
e
, a

t th
is so

le
m

n
 

hour, it m
ay be m

ore useful 
to concentrate on his peace 
term

s 
-ra

th
e
r th

a
n

 o
n
 h

is 
:w

ar plans_ 

H
e has been m

ore specific 
th

is tim
e th

an
 ev

er b
efo

re: 
"F

ir st ," h
e
 sa

id
, "a

ll 
A

m
erican prisoners of w

ar 
m

ust be returned. 
"S

econd, there m
ust be an 

in
tern

atio
n
ally

 su
p
erv

ised
 

cease-fire throughout Indo-
china (not m

erely V
ietnam

). 
"O

n
ce p

riso
n
ers o

f w
ar 

are released, once the inter-
nationally supervised cease-
fire has begun, w

e w
ill stop 

all acts of force throughout 
Indochina. 

"A
nd at that tim

e w
e w

ill 
p
ro

ceed
 w

ith
 a co

m
p
lete 

w
ithdraw

al of all A
m

erican 
forces from

 V
ietnam

 w
ithin 

fo
u
r m

o
n
th

s . . . (th
is) 

w
ould allow

 negotiations and 
a p

o
litical settlem

en
t b

e-
tw

een the V
ietnam

ese them
- 

selves. . 	
."

 
L

IG
H

T
 

W
ell, m

aybe this is look-
in

g
 fo

r a v
ery

 th
in

 ray
 o

f 
light in the dark, out there is 
nothing here about keeping 
A

m
erican

 a i r an
d

 n
av

al 
p
o
w

er in
 V

ietn
am

, o
r d

e-
fen

d
in

g
 th

e T
h
ieu

 g
o

v
ern

- 

m
ent to the end —

 M
r. N

ix-
on never m

entioned T
hieu —

 
or relying on elections. 

T
he m

ilitary offer is spe-
cific: R

elease the A
m

erican 
prisoners, agree to a super-
v
ised

 cease-fire, an
d
 th

en
, 

w
ithin four m

onths. "a com
-

p
le

te
 w

ith
d
ra

w
a
l o

f a
ll 

A
m

erican forces from
 V

iet-
nam

 . . . and a political set-
tlem

en
t b

etw
een

 th
e V

iet-
nam

ese them
selves. . . ." 

T
h
is, o

b
v

io
u
sly

 leav
es 

som
e serious questions for 

both sides. W
hen could the 

cease-fire begin? If this took 
a long tim

e to arrange, H
a-

n
o
i w

o
u
ld

 lo
se its m

ilitary
 

m
om

entum
 and give S

aigon 
and W

ashington room
 to re-

coup and resupply. 
P

R
IS

O
N

E
R

S
 

If the cease-fire w
ere ar-

ranged quickly, W
ashington 

and S
aigon w

ould be com
-

m
itted to take the prisoners 

o
f w

ar q
u
ick

ly
 an

d
 g

et all 
A

m
erican forces out in four 

m
onths. 
T

h
ere are risk

s o
n
 b

o
th

 
sides, but at least M

r. N
ixon 

has suggested a serious and  

sp
ecific b

asis fo
r n

eg
o
tia-

tio
n
s, w

h
ich

 m
ay

 b
e m

o
re 

hopeful for him
 and for H

a-
n

o
i, M

o
sco

w
 an

d
 P

ek
in

g
 

than his m
ines in H

aiphong, 
h
is b

o
m

b
s o

n
 th

e P
ek

in
g

-
H

anoi railroad, and his ex-
aggerated talk about the im

-
m

ediate threat to the 60,000 
A

m
erican

 tro
o
p
s an

d
 th

e 
honor of the republic and the 
peace of the w

orld. 
T

he problem
 now

 to cool 
th

e rh
eto

ric, cu
t th

e ch
al-

len
g

es, en
d

 th
e k

illin
g

 an
d

 
fin

d
 so

m
e w

ay
 o

u
t o

f th
e 

m
ess. 

R
ISK

S 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 so

u
n
d
s v

ery
 

b
ra

v
e
 a

n
d
 h

e
 h

a
s ta

k
e
n
 

so
m

e terrib
le risk

s, fo
r th

e 
geography is all on the side 
of the enem

y, and if his m
in-

ing of the N
orth V

ietnam
ese 

harbors succeeds, all he w
ill 

do w
ith his challenges is to 

force M
oscow

 and Peking to-
gether to ship m

ore arm
s by 

air o
r rail fro

m
 th

e S
o

v
iet 

U
nion through C

hina to H
a-

noi. 
T

h
e m

o
re h

e talk
s ab

o
u
t 

"the C
om

m
unist terror and  

tyranny," and gives M
oscow

 
and P

eking three days to get 
out of H

aiphong before the 
A

m
erican m

ines are activat-
ed, the m

ore he w
ill reunite 

the tw
o C

om
m

unist giants 
and interfere w

ith his dream
 

o
f a n

ew
 "g

en
eratio

n
 o

f 
peace." 

S
till, M

r. N
ixon has given 

everybody, including him
-

self, an escape from
 this di-

lem
m

a w
ith is latest peace 

p
ro

p
o
sals. T

h
ey

 are fair 
enough to be placed before 
th

e U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s fo

r d
e-

bate. T
he secretary-general 

of the U
.N

. has indicated his 
w

illingness to bring the issue 
before the w

orld peace or-
ganization, and this, poor as 
it is, could be better than the 
confrontation of m

ines and 
arm

s in H
aiphong. 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 in

 h
is 

speech to the N
ation, tough 

as he sounded, gave H
anoi, 

M
oscow

 and P
eking a m

ore 
realistic basis for com

prom
-

ise than ever before, and at 
least his new

 peace propos-
als should be tested before 
h

is risk
y

 m
ilitary

 m
an

eu
-

vers create a w
orld crisis. 
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