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Nixon Test, 7 gallies
WASHINGTON AP =~ Yere
is the text of President Nixon’s
a§d§$SS to the nation Monday
nights

Five weeks ago -on TFaster
weekend, the Comgimist ar-
mies of Northi Vietnam
launched a massive invesion
that was made poessible by
tanks, artillery, and cther ad-
vanced offensive weapons sup- ;
rlied to Hanoi by the Soviel Un=
ion and other Communist na-
tiong.

The South Vietnamese have
fought  bravely ' to repel this
brutal assaults Casualties on

Most tragically. .there have
been over twent %hoﬂsané ci-
villan casualties, including
women . and c¢hildren in the
clties which the Emr%h Vie tham-
ese have shelled in‘wanton dis-
regard for human 1life, ¢
'+ As T announced in'imy report
%0 the natlon twelve gays ago,
the role of the United Btates in
‘resistin% this invasion has teen
1imi ted to &ir and naval sirikes
on' military targets in North
and South Vietnam.

As T pointed out, in that re-
vort we have responded to
Torth Vietnams®s massive mili-
tary offensive by undertaking
wide-ranging new peace efforts,
almed at ending  the  war
through negotiatione

On 4April 20, I sent Drs Kissin-
ger to loscow for four days of
meetings with General ecre-
tary Erezhnev and other Soviet
leaderses I instructed him to em-
vhasize our desire for a rapid
solution 4o the war and our

willlingness to look at all pos=
8lble approachess At that time,
the Soviet leaders showed an
interest in bringing the war to
an end on & basis Jjust to hroth
sldess They urf@ resumption
of negotiations iIn Paris 2nd in-
dicated they would wuse theilr
cons tructive influences

I then auvthorized Ir. Kigsin-
ger fto meel privately with the
top North Vietnamese negotia-
tor, Le Due Tho, on Tuesday,

May 2, in Paris. Ambassador

Porter, as you know, resumed

the puﬁlic peace nezotiationg in

Paris on Thursday, April 27,

and on Thursday, May 4. : :
oAb these meetines . publie sudiy L
private, all we heard from the

enemy was bombastlc rhetoric

and a replaying of  their de-

mands for surrenders

For example, at the May 2
secret meetin%, I authorized
Dre Xissinger 10 talk about ev-
ery concelvable avenue toward
reaces ' : /

The North Vietnamese flat1¥
refused to consider any of these
approaches. They refused to of-
fer any new apyroach of their
owne Instead, they simply read
verbatim their previous public
demands.
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Here is what over three years
of public and private negotia-
tions with Hanoi has come
down toé¢ The United States
with the Pull concurrence of our
South Vietnamese alllies, has of-
fered the maximum of what
eny Presldent could offer. We
have offered a de-escalation of
the fightinge We have offered a
cease-fire with a deadline for
withdrawal of all American
forces. We have offered new
elections which would be inter-
nationally supervised with the
Communists participating bvoth
in the supervisory body and in
the elections themselves. Presi-
dent Thieu has offered to resisn
one month before the elections.
We have offered an exchange
of prisoners of war in a ratio of
10 North Vietnamese prisoners
for every one American prison-
er they return.

North Vietnam heg met each
of these offers with insolence
and insult. i

They have flatly and ar-
rogaﬂtlg refused to negotiate an
end to the war and bring peace.

Thelr answer to eévery peace
offer we have made has been to
escalate the ware In the two
weeks alone since I offered to
resune negotiations, Hanol has
launched three new offensives.

In thoge two weeks, the risk
that a Communist government
may be imposed on the 17 mil-
lion people of BSouth Vietnam
has increaseds And the Commu-
nist offensive has now reached
the polnt that it gravely threat-
ens the lives of 60,000 American
troops who are still in Vietnam.

There are only two issues left
for us in this war.

Pirst, in the face of a mas-
give invasion, do we stand by,
Jeopardl ze the 1ives of 80, 000
Americans, and leave the Bouth
Vietnamese to a long night of
terror? e :

This will not happens We -
shall do whatever 1s requlired to
safeguard Americen lives and
Amerlican honors

Second, in the feee of com~
rlete intransigence at the con-
ference table, do we join with
our enemy to install 2 Commu-
nist government in South Viet-
nam?y :

This, too, will nct hap;en. Ve
will ot cross the line from gen-
erogity to treachery.
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We now have & clear, hard
cholce among three courses of
actiont Tmmediate withdrawal
of all American forces} contin-
ved attempies at megotiation: or
declsive mil tary action to end
the wars.

I know that many Americans
favor the first course of action.
They bellieve that the way to
end the war is for the United
States to gzet out, and to re-
move the threat 40 our remain-
ing %roogs by simply withdraw-
g then. ‘

From a political standpoint,
this would be an easg choice
for me to accepbs I did not gend
over one-~half million Ameri-
cans . bo Vietnam. & have
brought 800,000 home from
Vietnam since I took office.

But abandoning our com-
mitment in Vietnam here and
now would mean turning 17
million South Vietnamese over
to Communist terror and tyran-
ny. It would mean leaving hun-
dreds of Americen prisoners in
Communist hands with no bar-
galning leverage to get thenm
releasede. :

An American defeat in Viet-
nam wouvld encourage this kind
of aggression all over the
world—aggression in which
smaller nations, armed by their
major allles, could be tempted
to attack neighboring nabions
at will. World peace would be
in grave jeopardy. W

The second course of action
is to keep on trying to negotiate
a settlements This is the course
we have preferred from the be-
ginnings We gshall continue to
pursue 1t. But we have made
every reasonable offer and
tried every ypossible path for
ending this war at the confer-
ence tablees The problem is that
it takes two to negotiate, and
that now, as throushout the
vast four years the North Viet-
namese arrogsnily refuse 1to
negotiate anything but an impo-
sition by the United 8tates of =2
Communist regime on 17 mil-
lion people in South Vietnam
who do not want a Communis$
governmente

It is-plain thet what appears
to bte 'a cholece among three
courses of actlon for the United
States is really no choice at all.
The killing in this tragic war
must stope
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By simply getting out we
would only worsen the blood-
shede By relying solely on nego-
tiations we would give an in-
transigent enemy the time he
needs to press hils sggression
on the battlefieldes +

There is only one way to stop
the killing, and that is to keey
the~weHtons "¢ war sut of “the
hands of the international out-
laws of North Vietnan.

Throughout the war in Viet-
nam, the United States has ex-—
ercised a degree of restraint
wmyprecedented in the amnnals of
WaTs .

That was our responsibility.
as a great nation2a nation
which is interested, as America
has always been, in peace and
not in conqueste. However, when
the enem¥ abandons all re-
strainte throws 1ts whole army
into battle on the territory of
ite mnelighbor, and' refuses to
negotiate, we face a new situ-
ationsd

In these circumstances, with
60,000 Americans threatened,
any president who failed to act
decisively would have betrayed
the trust of his ecomtry and the
cause of peaces

I have therefore concluded
that Hanol must be denied the
weapons and supplies it needs
to continue 1ts aggression. In
full coordination with the Re-
public of Vietnam, I have or-
dered the followingz measures
which are belng implemented
as I am speaking to you.

b 3 All entrances +to North
Vietnamese ports will be mined
to _prevent access to these ports
and North Vietnamese naval
operationg from these poris.

2 TUnited 8tates forces have
been directed to take appro-
priate measures within the In- .
ternal and claimed territorial
waters of North Vietnam to in-
terdict the d@liver¥ of supplies.

S _Rail and all other com-
munlcations will be cut off to |
the meximum extent possibdle.

4 Alr and naval strikes
against militar{ targets in
North Vietnam will continuee.

These actions are not di-
rected against any other nation,
Countries with ships presently
in North Vietnamese vorts have
been notified that their ships
will have three daylight periods
to leave in gafetys ATter that
time, fthe mines will become ac-
tive and any ships attempting
to_leave or enter these poris
will do so at their own risk.

LEY T
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. These actions will.cease when
the following . conditions are
me

Firet, all American prisoners
of war must be returned.

Second, there must be an in-
ternationally supervised cease-
fire throughout Indochina.

Once prisoners of war are re-
leaged, and onice the Inter-
nationally supervised cease-fire
has begun, we will stop all acts
of force throughout Indochina.

At that time we will proceed
with a complete withdrawal of
all Amerlcen forces from Viet-
nam within four months.

These are terms which would
not require surrender and hu-
miliation on the part of any-
bodJe The¥ would  permit the
United States to withdraw with
honore They would end the kill-
ing and bring our POWs homes
They would allow negotiations
on & 7political wsetilement be-
 tween the Vietnamese them-

selves. ‘They would permlt all
the nations which have suffered
in thls long war to turn at last
to the urgent works of healing
and veace. They dcserve imme-
diate acceptance by North Viet-
naMe 3

It is apyropriate to conclude
my remarks tonight with some
comments directed individuwally
to each of the major parties in-
volved in the continulng trage-

- dy of the Vietnam wers

ﬁirst, to the leaders in
Hanol?: Your people have al-
ready suffered 3%oo much in
your- pursult of conduests DTo
not compound thelr agony with
continued arrogance. Choose in-
gstead the path of a peace that
redeems your sacrifices, guar-
antees true Independence, and
ushers in an era of reconcilia-
tions

To the people of South Viet-
hamé You shall continue to
have our firm support in your
resistance agalnst agsgression.
It is your splrit that will deter-
mine the outcome of the battles
It is your will that will shape
tﬁngu ure of your country.
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To other mnations, especially
those which are allied with
North Vietnami The actions I
have announced tonight are not
dlrected against you. Their sole
purpose is to protect the lives
of 60,000 Americans who would
be gravely endangered in the
event that the Communist of- :
fenslve contimwes to roll for-
ward, and %o prevent the impo-
sition of a Communist goverh-
ment by brutal aggression upon
a nation of 17 million peoxzle.

I particularly direct my com-
ments tonight io the Soviet Un-
lone We respect the Soviet Un-
lon as a great power. We recog=
nize the right of the Soviet Un-
ion to defend 1ts interests when
they are threateneds The Soviet
Union, in turn, must recognize
our right to défend our inter-
ests. :

Fo Soviet soldiers are threat
ened 1in Vietuzm. Sizxty thou-
sand Americans are threat-
enede. We expect you to helyp
your allies. You cammot exwect
us to do other than continue to
nelp our alliess But let us, and
let all great powers, help our
allies only for the purpose of
thelr defense~not for the pur-
pose of lavnching invasions
against thelr neighbors. Other-
wise +the cause of peace, the
cause in which we botk have so0
great a stake, will be seriously
Jeocpardlzede

Cur two nations have made
significant progress in our ne-
gotiations in recent months. We
are near major agreements on
nuclear arms limitations on
trade, on a host of other Issues.
Let vs not slide back toward
the dark shadows of a previous
agee We do not ask you to sac-
rifice your yprinciples or your
friendse But nelther should you
vermit Hanol’s intransigence to
blot out the prospects we to-
gether have go nati@ntlz pre-
pareds We are on the thresh-
bold of a new relationshiyp that
can serve not only the interests
¢f our %wo ecuntries bul tThe
causs of world peaces Ve are
prepared to continue to build

his relationships The responsi-

bllity 18 yours If we fall to do
B0 :
MORE
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Finally to the American
peonles T ask you for the same
strong support you have alwags :
glven your President in difficult
moments. It is8 you most of all
that the world will be watching.

I know how much you want
to end this war. know how
much you want tTo Dring our
men homes. I think you know,
from all that I have said and
done these past three and a
half years, how much I, too,
want to end the war and bring
our men home. P

You want pedce. I  want
peaces But you also want honor
and not defeats You want a
genulne peace, not dvpeace that
1s merely & prelude %o another
WET .

At this momemt—wE mwust —
stand together in purpose and
resolves As so often-in the past,
we Amerlcans did not choose %o
resort toc ware If has Theen

forced upon us by an enemy .
that has shown utte: contempt
toward every overture we have
mede for peaces iy

That is why tonight I ask for
gour support of this decision, =

eclsion which has only one
purpose~not to expand the
war, not to escalate the war

but to end this war and to w
the kind of peace that will laste.
With God’s help and with your
support we shall accomplish
that great goa-.
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