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B
illy G

raham
's w

ell-publicized friendship w
ith 

P
resident N

ixon is creating a quandary of conscience 
for som

e of his adm
irers. 

G
raham

 has a particular appeal for evangelical 
P

rotestants. In fact, it w
ould be no exaggeration to 

say he is their N
o. 1 hero. 

A
nd evangelical P

rotestants have a long tradition 
—

 going back to colonial days —
 of being vigorous 

advocates of church-state separation. 
N

ow
 they see their hero, G

raham
, serving practi-

cally as personal chaplain to the chief of state. N
ot 

o
n
ly

 d
o
es G

rah
am

 p
reach

 at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se: h

e 
lives there, w

hen he is in W
ashington. N

ot only does 
he counsel privately w

ith P
resident N

ixon; he pro-
nounces public blessing on the policies of the N

ixon 
adm

inistration. F
or a B

aptist evangelist to take on 
th

e ro
le o

f "co
u
rt p

reach
er" is b

o
u
n
d
 to

 cau
se a 

certain am
ount of discom

fort am
ong P

rotestants w
ho 

are com
m

itted to vigilant m
aintenance of the "w

all 
of separation" betw

een church and state. 
B

u
t th

at is o
n
ly

 h
alf th

e sto
ry

. F
o
r th

e sam
e 

ev
an

g
elical P

ro
testan

ts w
h
o
 w

in
ce at th

e w
o
rd

s 
"court preacher" are proud and com

forted to know
 

that one of their ow
n has the P

resident's ear. 
T

heir view
point w

as expressed recently by editor 
L

ouis B
enes of the C

hurch H
erald, official w

eekly 
publication of the R

eform
ed C

hurch in A
m

erica. 
Instead of criticizing G

raham
 or being apprehen-

sive about his close involvem
ent w

ith political leader-
ship, B

enes said, P
rotestants should thank G

od that 
th

e ch
ief o

f th
e U

.S
. g

o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as "so

u
g
h
t th

e 
friendship and counsel of a m

an of his (G
raham

's) 
character and faith in G

od. 

P
E

R
S

O
N

A
L

 C
H

A
P

L
A

IN
 T

O
 P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
? 

B
illy

 G
ra

h
a
m

 a
n
d
 P

re
sid

e
n
t N

ix
o
n
 

W
ho else w

ould w
e w

ant there in the role of 
confidential W

hite H
ouse adviser)?" B

enes asked. 
"W

hat if our P
resident instead sought the counsel 

and advice of a m
em

ber of the M
afia, or a 'G

od is  

dead, theologian, or som
eone dedicated to the 'P

lay-
boy philosophy'?" 

A
nother evangelical P

rotestant m
agazine, C

hris-
tianity T

oday, w
ith w

hich G
raham

 has been closely 
asso

ciated
, also

 sp
ran

g
 to

 h
is d

efen
se in

 a recen
t 

editorial. 
T

he editorial took sharp issue w
ith w

hat it called 
"accusations that . . . this (G

raham
-N

ixon) liaison 
dem

eans evangelical C
hristianity by identifying the 

leading B
ible preacher of our tim

e w
ith a particular 

political outlook. 
"W

e g
ran

t th
at th

ere is risk
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 w

h
en

 a 
clergym

an becom
es a confidant of pow

erful figures 
in the secular w

orld," said C
hristianity T

oday. "B
ut 

is n
o
t th

e risk
 far o

u
tw

eig
h
ed

 b
y
 th

e o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

? 
H

ave not m
any evangelicals long prayed for an en-

tree w
ithout com

prom
ise into the affairs of state?" 

C
onceding "there are num

erous exam
ples from

 
the B

ible and in church history of false prophets w
ho 

said
 w

h
at ru

lers w
an

ted
 to

 h
ear in

stead
 o

f G
o
d
's 

w
ord," the m

agazine said it has seen "no evidence" 
that G

raham
 has "w

atered dow
n his convictions to 

gain access to the W
hite H

ouse." 
M

oreover, it said, "there are am
ple biblical prec-

ed
en

ts" fo
r w

h
at G

rah
am

 is d
o
in

g
. It cited

 as o
n
e 

exam
ple the role played by Joseph, w

ho w
as able to 

save the children of Israel from
 starvation because 

lie h
ad

 b
eco

m
e p

rim
e m

in
ister to

 th
e p

h
arao

h
 o

f 
E

gypt. 
It's a cogent argum

ent. W
hether it's consistent 

w
ith a tradition of insistence on church-state separa-

tion is a question evangelical P
rotestants w

ill have to 
settle as they've alw

ays settled all questions: each in 
the privacy of his ow

n conscience. 


