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Nixon Is 
Watching 

Closely 
SFExaminff 

WASHINGTONN — (UPI) 
— President Nixon was re-
ported yesterday to be close-

ly watching North Vietnam's 
long-awaited major offen-
sive as a test of the success 
of his Vietnamization pro- 

gram to shift the burden of 
the war effort to South Viet- 

nam. 
"We were aware that the 

enemy had a capacity for in-
creased activity," said depu-
ty White House press secre-
tary Gerald L. Warren as 
reports reached Washington 
of Hanoi's invasion of the 
northern provinces of South 
Vietnam across the demili-

tarized zone. 

"We are confident that the 
South Vietnamese army can 
cope with the enemy 
threat," said Warren, add-
ing that Nixon was "watch-
ing the war very closely." 

*There was no indication 
that the United States was 
prepared to intervene in Sai-
gon's behalf or change Nix-
on's goal of reducing U.S. 
forces • to a level of 69,000 
men within the next Month. 

Nixon, Defense Secretary 
Melvin Laird and Secretary 
of State William Rogers 
have been predicting just 
such a major Communist of-
fensive for many weeks, and 
have been uniformly opti-
mistic that despite anticipat-
ed reversals, the South Viet-
namese even: without strong 
American support would 
prevail. 


