
"...P
resident N

ixon m
ay not 

have been fully aw
are of w

hat 
his subordinates in the D

epart- 
m

ent of Justice w
ere actually 

doing w
hen they devised the 

new
 anti-crim

e law
s or w

hen 
they put dow

n the M
ayday 

threat. Indeed, it is even 
possible that neither he nor 
the deputy to w

hom
 he gave 

the greatest trust and 
responsibility in dom

estic 
affairs, form

er A
ttorney 

G
eneral M

itchell, realized 
w

hat such policies could lead 
to. A

s largely political m
en, 

they have often seem
ed to view
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"T
he m

ost com
m

on com
m

u- 
nication carriers, of course, are 
telephone com

panies. For 
m

an
y
 y

ears_
 th

e
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"In the prosecution of 
D

r. D
aniel E

llsberg and of 
Father Philip B

errigan and six 
other defendants in H

arrisburg, 
grand juries have been 
em

ployed to harass and intim
i- 

date associates, friends, and 
relatives of the accused. For 
instance, a federal grand jury in 
L

os A
ngeles sum

m
oned 

E
llsberg's fifteen-year-old son 

at seven-thirty one m
orning to 

appear before it at nine-thirty 
the sam

e m
orning, and then 

grilled him
 for over tw

o hours 
on w

hat his father had told him
 

about the classified Pentagon 
Papers,w

hich had been pub- 
lished in several new

spapers." 
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the pow

er the people have 
given them

 to do w
hat is fitting 

as pow
er to do as they see fit." 

"T
he m

ost com
m

on com
m

u- 
nication carriers, of course, are 
telephone com

panies. F
or 

m
any years, theyw

ere reluctant 
to assist agents w

ho w
anted to 

place w
iretaps, because that 

w
ould have betrayed custom

ers 
and subjected the com

panies 
to highly unfavorable publicity; 
m

oreover, the procedure w
as 

costly and tim
e-consum

ing, 
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ere reluctant 

to assist agents w
ho w

anted to 
place w

iretaps, because that 
w

ould have betrayed custom
ers 

and subjected the com
panies 

to highly unfavorable publicity; 
m

oreover, the procedure w
as 

costly and tim
e-consum

ing, 
and it w

as aw
kw

ard to accept 
paym

ent either openly or 
covertly. N

ow
, how

ever, all the 
repairm

en and installation 
m

en w
orking for telephone 

com
panies m

ust, under federal 
law

, place w
iretaps on request—

 
not in the D

istrict of C
olum

bia 
alone but throughout the 
country" 

"T
he system

 has survived this 
long largely because no 
President before now

 has used, 
or allow

ed to be used in his 
nam

e, the people's deepest 
fears to divide them

 and to turn 
the m

ajority's tyrannical 
instincts against his political 
enem

ies. N
o one can say that 

the President has w
illfully 

set out to underm
ine the 

C
onstitution that he sw

ore to 
uphold. B

ut how
 w

ould the 
results be different if he had?" 

From
 an article by 

R
ichard H

arris 
about the erosion of 
our C

onstitutional 
guarantees, 
appearing this w

eek in 
T

he N
ew

Y
orker. 

Y
es, T

he N
ew

Y
orker. 


