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PARIS, Jan. 27—The Viet-
namese Communists insisted at 
the peace talks here today that 
there can be no Vietnam settle-
ment until the United States 
first sets a specific date for 
total military withdrawal and 
ousts the present South Viet-
namese Government. 

They presented this position, 
a restatement of their publicly 
stated program for ending the 
war, in response to the latest 
eight-point United States peace 
plan, which was formally put 
forward at today's session. 

The United States plan, 
which was conveyed to the 
North Vietnamese in a secret 
message last October and was 

'disclosed by President Nixon in 
a telecast Tuesday, offers total 
withdrawal six months after an 
agreement is reached in princi-
ple on ending the war. It also 
calls for a new presidential 
election in South Vietnam at 
that time, with President Nguyen 
Van Thieu resigning beforehand. 
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other points of an over-all set-
tlement, including elections. 

"However, in connection with 
troop withdrawals," Mr. Porter 
warned, "I wish to make it 
clear that although they could 
start on the date of the agree-
ment in principle, they would 
not be totally completed before 
a final agreement on all aspects 
of the problem is signed." 

Mr. Thuy objected that any 
agreement on withdrawal 
would be hindered by political 
discussions. Mr. Porter then 
asked him whether the North 
Vietnamese wished to separate 
the two matters, as the United 
States had proposed in secret 
talks last May. Mr. Thuy did 
not reply. 

Kissinger's Explanation 

Yesterday, Henry A. Kissin-
ger, President Nixon's assistant 
for national security affairs, 
who held 12 secret meetings 
with the North Vietnamese in 
Paris, said at a news confer-
ence in Washington that the 
United States had offered on 
May 31 "a withdrawal of 
American forces." 

"We were prepared to set 
a deadline for the withdrawal 
of American forces in return 
for a cease-fire and the ex-
change of prisoners," he said, 
but he added that the North 
Vietnamese had then replied 
"that any proposal that did not 
,...-einde political elements could 
not even be negotiated." 

President Nixon said in his 
telecast Tuesday that the Uni-
ted States remained willing "as 
we proposed last May" to set-
tle "only the military issues 
and leave , the political issues 
to the Vietnamese alone." 

While Mr. Thuy made no 
direct reply when Mr. Porter 
asked whether the North Viet-
namese now wanted to deal 
with the military aspects 
separately from the political, 
the program for ending the 
war that the Communists re-
stated demands that an Ameri-
can agreement to withdraw be 
accompanied by the removal  of 

• the Thieu Government before 
prisoners can be returned. 

Distrust Shown 
The reactions today of Mr. 

Thuy and of Nguyen -Van Tien, 
deputy chief of the Vietcong 
delegation, to Mr. Porter's 
presentation, which' centered on 
the eight-point plan, showed a 
deep distrust of American in-
tentions. The Communists as-
serted that the plan did not 
specify "whether the United 
States has the intention to pull 
out from South Vietnam the 
totality of its troops, military 
advisers, military personnel, 
armaments and war materials, 
whether it will dismantle its 
military bases in South Vietnam 
and stop using its air and naval 
forces to attack the two zones 
of Vietnam as has been pro- 

ministrative, military and police 
apparatus in Saigon" even 
though the plan proposes that 
President Thieu would resign 
one month before any new 
presidential election. This ap-
paratus they said, was used tol 
terriorize" the populace last] 
October, when Mr. Thieu wasp 
re-elected without opposition. 

The Communists charged 
further that the United States 
had not ben neutral in that 
election as it had promised, 
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I "and has done everythingto 
consolidate the position" of 
Mr. Thieu. 

Mr. Porter insisted that the 
elections would be handled, as 
the American proposal pro- 
vided, by independent machin- 1 
ery under international super- 1 
vision. He reiterated asurances that the United States would 

way be involved in the 
election and would abide by the 
outcome. 
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U.S. Aide Comments 

To the United States delega-
tion the Communist response to-
day fell short of a categorical 
rejection. But Stephen J. Ledo-
gar, the American spokesman, 
said afterward, "I am not try-
ing to hold out hopes or to 
encourage expectations." 

At today's session, the North 
Vietnamese and the Vietcong 
denounced every major point of 
the Nixon peace initiative, and 
the North Vietnamese attacked 
Mr. Nixon for disclosing the 
secret talks. But at no time, it 
was reported, did they use any 
word amounting to rejection. 

In fact, the North Vietnamese 
delegate, Xuan Thuy, declared: 

"We shall have other com-
ments to make on President 
Nixon's Jan. 25 speech and on 
the U.S. Government's eight-
point proposal." 

Impugns Nixon's Credibility 

Mr. Thuy, asserting that the 
President had broken a promise 
not to divulge the secret talks, 
added, "If Mr. Nixon cannot 
keep such a promise, then what 
credibility will his other state-
ments have?" 

Nevertheless, the North Viet-
namese did not rule out a re-
sumption of secret talks. The 
delegation's spokesman said 
that the format of the talks was 
not important and that the 
North Vietnamese attitude 
would be made known "at an 
opportune time." 

The American initiative was 
formally presented at the 142d 
plenary session of the peace 
talks by- Pham Dang Lam of 
South Vietnam, with additional 
explanation from William J. 
Porter, the United States dele-
gate. 

In discussing the eight-point 
American plan, Mr. Porter 
called on the Communists to ac-
cept it "in complete form as an 
over-all agreement in principle." 
Subsequently, he said, it would 
be possible "to begin imple-
mentng certain military aspects 
of the agreement," such as with-
drawal and prisoner exchange, 
while negotiations continued on 
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posed in the seven-point plan," 
which was put forward last 
year by the Vietcong. 

Mr. Porter said the American 
plan called for "total with-
drawal." 

"There is no provision," he 
added, "for military personnel, 
military equipment or the use of 
bases in South Vietnam after 
that withdrawal is complete." 

The Communists charged that 
the American plan was "a 
maneuver to maintain the ad- 


