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It can
n

o
t b

e said
 th

at th
e lies an

d
 treaties, n

o
b

o
d

y
 o

n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill seem

s to
 

blunders and m
isjudgm

ents of these past know
 about any secret understanding 

tw
o adm

inistrations w
ere very clever in w

ith India or P
akistan. 

concealing their tricks, or that they w
ere 	

E
ven the P

resident seem
s to be left in 

very successful as a result of them
. 	

th
e d

ark
 at p

o
in

ts u
n
d
er th

is sy
stem

. 
O

n
 th

e co
n
trary

, th
ey

 h
av

e b
een

 d
e- F

o
r h

ere is K
issin

g
er, in

 th
e D

ec. 4
 

m
eeting, saying that w

hoever w
as put-

ting out background inform
ation on the 

Indian-P
akistani conflict w

as provoking 
presidential w

rath. "T
he P

resident is un-
der the `illusion,' " K

issinger is quoted as 
saying in the D

ec. 4 m
em

orandum
, "that 

he is giving instructions; not that he is 
m

erely being kept apprised of affairs as 
th

ey
 p

ro
g
ress. D

r. K
issin

g
er ask

s th
at 

this should be kept in m
ind." 

A
gain from

 the D
ec. 4 m

em
o: K

issin-
ger said he did not care how

 third par-
ties (countries) m

ight react, so long as 
"A

m
bassador B

ush understands w
hat he 

should say." 
It is an interesting approach for a gov-

ernm
ent that cam

e into office vow
ing to 

have an "open policy" that w
ould res-

tore confidence in the U
nited S

tates and 
"bring us together" and is now

 going to 
P

eking and M
oscow

 to negotiate a "gen-
eration of peace." 

N
ev

er m
in

d
 w

h
at "th

ird
 p

arties" 
th

in
k

. N
ev

er m
in

d
 th

e h
u

m
an

 co
n

se-
quences of the m

assacres in E
ast P

aki-
stan. N

ever m
ind the strategic im

plica-
tions of losing influence in India to the 
R

ussians. N
ever m

ind doing one thing 
and saying another. Just do as the P

resi-
dent says! 
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T

he A
nderson papers 

on the U
.S

. governm
ent's handling of the 

In
d
ian

-P
ak

istan
i w

ar su
g
g
est th

at th
e 

N
ixon A

dm
inistration has learned very 

little fro
m

 th
e d

am
n

in
g

 d
isclo

su
res o

f 
th

e P
en

tag
o
n
 P

ap
ers o

n
 th

e V
ietn

am
 

w
ar. 
F

or Jack A
nderson's classified docu-

m
ents tell m

uch the sam
e story of dam

-
ag

in
g

 d
ecisio

n
 arriv

ed
 at in

 secret, o
f 

subjective presidential orders im
posed 

o
n
 th

e o
b
jectiv

e an
aly

sis o
f th

e P
resi-

dent's ow
n principal advisers, of official 

explanations w
hich m

islead the C
ongress 

and the A
m

erican people, and finally of 
defiant disclosures of the true facts by 
officials w

ho have lost faith in the judg-
m

ent and truthfulness of their superiors. 
E

v
ery

 tim
e th

ese o
fficial d

ecep
tio

n
s 

are published, the issue is presented to 
the public as a conflict betw

een the gov-
ernm

ent and the press, but the issue is 
m

u
ch

 d
eep

er th
an

 th
at. It is a co

n
flict 

w
ithin the governm

ent itself on how
 to 

m
ake and present policy in such a w

ay 
as to retain the confidence and trust of 
the C

ivil S
ervice, the C

ongress, the na- 

C
olum

nist A
nderson 

D
iscloses deceptions 

tion, and the other governm
ents of the 

w
orld. 
If you read the official reports on the 

m
eetings of the N

ational S
ecurity C

oun-
cil's S

pecial A
ction G

roup for D
ec. 3, 4 

an
d

 6
, it is h

ard
 to

 g
et th

e im
p

ressio
n

 
that D

r. H
enry K

issinger and other top 
officials are really grappling w

ith the 
political, strategic and m

oral problem
s 

o
f th

e In
d

ian
-P

ak
istan

i crisis. M
ain

ly
 

they are being told by K
issinger, w

ho is 
obviously under pressure from

 his boss, 
w

h
at th

e P
resid

en
t w

an
ts d

o
n
e—

h
e 

w
ants no evenhanded stuff but w

ants to 
fav

o
r P

ak
istan

—
an

d
 th

ere is a clear 
suggestion that the bureaucrats are op-
posing the P

resident rather than obeying 
his orders. 	

• 
"I'm

 getting hell every half hour from
 

th
e P

resid
en

t," say
s p

o
o

r K
issin

g
er, 

"that w
e are not being tough enough on 

India ... T
he P

resident is blam
ing m

e, 
b
u
t y

o
u
 p

eo
p
le are in

 th
e clear," h

e 
ad

d
s, as if th

e m
ain

 w
ar w

ere n
o
t in

 
India but betw

een m
em

bers of the P
resi-

dent's staff. 
N

o doubt there w
ere other unpublicized 

m
eetings w

hich dealt m
ore analytically 

w
ith

 th
e n

atio
n
's lo

n
g

-ran
g

e strateg
ic 

p
ro

b
lem

s, b
u
t th

e im
p
ressio

n
 left b

y
 

the published papers is that the P
resi-

dent decided to go along w
ith his friend 

in P
akistan, and that the official explan-

ations w
ere so inaccurate or incom

plete 
that even the A

m
erican am

bassador in 
N

ew
 D

elhi, K
enneth K

eating, protested 
that they "did not add to our position, 
or, m

ore im
portantly, to A

m
erican credi-

bility." 
It is the old story, and it has poisoned 

A
m

erican policy and diplom
acy under 

both P
residents Johnson and N

ixon for 
alm

ost a decade. T
he issue is "credibili-

ty," w
hich is a fancy w

ord for m
istrust 

in
 th

e o
fficial statem

en
ts an

d
 "b

ack
-

ground briefings" of the W
hite H

ouse. 
S

om
ething new

 seem
s to have com

e 
over A

m
erican political life, and it is not 

official lying. It is the w
idespread public 

tolerance of m
isleading official state-

m
ents, and even a general tendency not 

to denounce the tw
isters w

ho indulge in 
this practice, but the reporters w

ho ex-
pose it. 

Jam
es R

eston
 

ceitful, 
clum

sy, and unsuccessful, 
and 

even after the P
entagon P

apers, and the 
A

nderson papers, the reaction seem
s to 

be not that they w
ere w

rong and decep-
tive, but that they w

ere caught. 
It is even clearer from

 the A
nderson 

papers than from
 the P

entagon P
apers 

that policy is being planned, not in the 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t, b
u

t in
 th

e W
h

ite 
H

ouse, and that in the Indian-P
akistani 

case, it w
as being guided prim

arily by 
K

issinger, w
ho is not available for ques-

tioning even in secret by the responsible 
com

m
ittees of the C

ongress. 
"W

e n
eed

 to
 th

in
k

 ab
o

u
t o

u
r treaty

 
obligations," K

issinger told the N
ational 

Security C
ouncil Special A

ction G
roup in 

the D
ec: 3 m

eeting. "I rem
em

ber a let-
ter o

r m
em

o
 in

terp
retin

g
 o

u
r ex

istin
g

 
treaty w

ith a special Indian tilt. W
hen I 

visited P
akistan in January 1962, I w

as 
b
riefed

 o
n
 a secret d

o
cu

m
en

t o
f o

ral 
understanding about contingencies aris-
ing in other than a S

E
A

T
O

 context ... 
W

h
at d

o
es th

at m
ean

? W
h
at secret 

docum
ent or understanding? A

nd .though 
th

e S
en

ate is su
p
p
o
sed

 to
 ratify

 su
ch

 


