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to negotiate on POWs, why would hav-
ing- 25,000 or 35,000 as'a residual force 
have any effect," the President said to 
his interviewer. 

"The answer is: Does the enemy 
want the United States to withdraw,  
from Vietnam, or doesn't it?" 

The President contended the North 
Vietnamese' had rejected the idea of 
releasing U.S. prisoners in exchange 
for setting a deadline for withdrawal 
of all American troops from Vietnam. •  

The North Vietnamese said dead-
line for prisoners L  was no deal," Nixon 
said. That was publicly stated."  

He said this happened when a U.S. 
senator met with North Vietnamese of-
ficials. Nixon did not name the sena-
-tor, but is believed to mean Democrat-
if: Sen. George McGovern of South Da- 

lota, who conferred with Hanoi's diplo-
mats in Paris last September. 

At the same lirre, Nixon disclosed 
that Dr. Henry Kissinger, his ::.p teat-
rity adviser hld -, 'sed the POW NA 
ject with 	 szai Enlai 
or both of Kissinger s 	to Peking. 

Nixon also said he had discussed the 
POWs with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko in White House talks. 

If there has bean no progress by the 
tune he travels to Peking next month 

Mosavw later this year, Nixon 
s;dd. "ibe subjects will again be 
rmsed." 

sc.,:ret diplorriatic efforts, 
Nixon said "we have pursued every 
negotiating channel ... we have made a 
number of offers 	Various channels" 
in heoes 0c  i;aining freedom for ,U.S. 

prisoners. 

 

Lx 

 

dn 115011L41111131LAWL11111 4 


