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E CAN NOW document from secret
White House minutes our charge
that presidential braintruster Henry Kis-
singer lied to reporters when he told them
the Nixon Administration wasn’t anti-
India. '
Contrary to Kissinger’s statement to
the press, the minutes show that President
Nixon not only ordered a pro-Pakistan pol-

icy but became furious with his subordi-

nates for not taking a stronger stand
against India. :

“T am getting hell every half hour from
the President that we are not being tough
enough on India,” complained Kissinger
at the December 3 strategy-session.

Three days later, according to the min-
utes, Kissinger “‘directed that henceforth
we show a certain coolness to the Indians.
The Indian Ambassador is not to be treat-
ed at too high a level.” -

* *  %

HE INDIA-PAKISTANI conflict was

reviewed almost daily by 'a crisis
team known as the Washington Special
Action Group. Here’s a typical excerpt
irom the secret minutes for December 4:

“Mr. Helms (the CIA director) opened
the meeting by indicating that the Indians
were currently engaged in a no-
holds-barred attack on East Pakistan and
that they had crossed the border on all
sides . . . aithough not decreeing a formal
declaration of war, President Yahya has
stated that ‘the final war with India is
upon us.’ ...

“Dr. Kissinger remarked that if the In-
dians have announced a full scale inva-
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sion, this fact must be reflected in our UN
statement.

“‘Mr. Helms indicated that we do not
know who started the current action.

“Dr. Kissinger requested that by Mon-
day the CIA prepare an account of who
did what to whom and when.

“Mr. DePalma (Assistant State Secre-
tary) suggested that if we refer to the In-
dian declaration in our discussion in the
UN, that we almost certainly will have to
refer to remarks by Yahya.

“Dr. Kissinger replied that he was un-
der specific instructions from the Presi-
dent, and either someone in the bureauc-
racy would have to prepare this statement
along the lines indicated or that it would
be done in the White House.

* K %k
R. KISSINGER asked whether the -
Indians have stated anything to the
effect that they were in an all-out war.

“Mr. Helms said that the terminology
was ‘no holds barred.’

“Dr. Kissinger asked what the Paks
have said. Mr. Helms said the terminolo-
gy was ‘final war with India.’ Dr. Kissin-
ger suggested this was not an objectiona-
ble term. It did not seem outrageous for
the Paks to say they were trying to defend
themselves . . .”

Later in the meeting, Kissinger in-
structed: ““On aid matters, the President
wants to proceed against India only.”

At the same time Kissinger was talking
like this behind reporters’ backs, he told
them to their faces that the U.S. hadn’t
really sided with Pakistan.



