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U
. S

. Is a L
au

gh
in

g S
tock in

 A
sia 

B
y K

eyes B
eech 

N
E

W
 D

E
L

H
I —

 (C
D

N
) -

T
h
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s h
a
s 

em
erg

ed
 fro

m
 th

e In
d
ian

-
P

ak
istan

i w
ar as th

e lau
g
h
-

ing stock of the Indian sub-
continent. 

W
hen D

acca, capital of the 
new

 nation of B
angla D

esh, 
f ell to

 v
icto

rio
u
s In

d
ian

 
tro

o
p
s y

esterd
ay

, P
ak

istan
 

suffered a disastrous defeat 
an

d
 th

e lo
ss o

f its eastern
 

w
ing, 
A

nd the U
nited S

tates, be-
cause of its support of P

aki-
sta

n
, w

h
o
se

 c
a
u
se

 w
a
s' 

doom
ed from

 the start, suf-
fered a political disaster. 

In Indian eyes, P
akistan's  

m
ilitary defeat w

as in m
any 

w
ay

s seco
n
d
ary

 to
 In

d
ia's 

p
o
litical v

icto
ry

 o
v
er th

e 
U

nited S
tates. 

W
hy the N

ixon A
dm

inistra-
tio

n
 ch

o
se th

is co
u
rse is as 

m
u
c
h
 a

 m
y
ste

ry
 t o

 th
e
 

A
m

erican E
m

bassy here as 
it is to the Indians. 

Incredulity 
S

tunned incredulity is per-
haps the m

ost polite w
ay to 

describe the reaction hefe to 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's actio

n
 in

 
dispatching elem

ents of the 
U

.S
. 7th F

leet to the B
ay of 

B
en

g
al at a tim

e w
h
en

 th
e 

fall o
f E

ast P
ak

istan
, n

o
w

 
B

angla D
esh, w

as a foregone 
conclusion. 

"It w
as all w

e n
eed

ed
," 

said
 a w

eary
 U

.S
. em

b
assy

 
official. 

W
h
atev

er th
e p

u
rp

o
se o

f 
the U

.S
. fleet m

ovem
ent w

as, 
all it acco

m
p
lish

ed
 w

as to
 

further inflam
e Indian public 

opinion and provoke charges 
of "gunboat diplom

acy." 
If it w

as to evacuate A
m

er-
ican

 civ
ilian

s fro
m

 D
acca, 

the answ
er is that all but es-

se
n
tia

l A
m

e
ric

a
n
s w

e
re

 
ev

acu
ated

 b
y
 air last S

u
n
-

day. T
oo M

uch T
oo L

ate 
If it w

as to repatriate W
est 

P
ak

istan
i tro

o
p
s, it w

 a s 
m

uch too late, for the P
akis-

tan
is w

ere ab
o
u
t to

 su
rren

- 

der anyw
ay. 

If it w
as to m

atch grow
ing 

R
ussian naval strength in the 

Indian O
cean it m

erely suc-
ceeded in m

aking W
ashing-

ton look ridiculous. 
E

ven in the best of tim
es, 

In
d
ian

-A
m

erican
 relatio

n
s 

follow
ed a precarious path. 

T
o
d
ay

 A
m

erican
 p

restig
e 

w
as never low

er. 
B

y the sam
e token R

ussian 
prestige w

as never higher—
m

ain
ly

 b
ecau

se o
f th

ree-
S

o
v
ie

t v
e
to

e
s o

f U
.S

.-
sponsored cease-fire resolu-
tions in the U

nited N
ations. 

D
ism

em
bered 

In
 an

n
o
u
n
cin

g
 th

e cease-
fire on the w

estern front, re- 

garded by w
estern diplom

ats 
as a m

aster stroke, an Indian 
spokesm

an said yesterday: 
"W

e h
av

e rep
eated

ly
 d

e-
clared that India has no ter-
ritorial am

bitions. N
ow

 that 
P

akistani arm
ed forces have 

surrendered in B
angla D

esh, 
and B

angla D
esh is free, it is 

pointless in our view
 to con-

tinue the present conflict." 
H

aving dism
em

bered P
aid-

stan, the Indian could afford 
to be generous. 

"If the Indians w
ere insuf-

ferab
le b

efo
re," m

u
sed

 o
n
e 

longtim
e A

m
erican resident 

o
f In

d
ia, "y

o
u
 can

 im
ag

in
e 

how
 -m

uch m
ore insufferable 

they are going to be now
." 


