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.1...issinger  vs. Press Strain Grows 

By Tom Littlewood 	hasbeen abused by the Nixon 
AdmiMstration on gral • 

WASHINGTON — (CST) sues involving world peace. 
When national security ad-
visor Henry Kissinger is rid-
ing o n President Nixon's 
plane and wants to use the 
lavatory at the rear, he has 

reporters, so a pool of five is 
chosen by the White House 
on a rotating basis to repre-
sent the others. One newspa-
p er correspondent is as-
signed . to the pool, which 
share its news with the (oth-
ers in the press party riding 
on other planes.•

Returning from the Az res 
Tuesday, pool member I Vivid 
Kraslow, Washington 
chief of the Los 	es.  
Times, thought it woul' be 
helpful if Kissinger clarified 
the two days of discussions 
with .'reach President 
Georges Pompidou. 

`Deep Background' 
Kissinger agreed. 
At his request, part of the 

discussion was to be "d" ep 
background": That is, th 
formation could hot be a woo 
ated to any •Administra 
official by name. 

Later, a typewritten sum- 
mary 	his remarks was 
presented to Kissinger for his 
editing. Some minor revi-
eions were made. 
It was in this fashion that 

the other .  correspondents 
were informed later that Kis-
dnger had said not for attri-
mtion, that "if the Russians 
continue to deliberately en-
tourage military actions (by 
India in Pakistan), a new 
ook might have to be taken 
it the President's suiriinitry 
plans," 

Abuse of Tactic 
The use of "background-

rs" by govermnent officials 
ho want to Circ' ' 	their 
iews withouut ass, - g% re-
ponsibility for them a sore 
oint among journalists. 
tany of them feel the system  

inenews briefing yesterday. 

of o jo 
ithics 'and < ehavior." 

Ziegler then said the Poit 
decision was contrary to -es-

I tab li shed practices'.. 
! "unacceptable" to the White 
House. 

He said he would meet 
soon with officers of the 
White House Correspondents' 
Ass,ociatiOn to fix "very clear 
ground rules (relating to) in-

, formation that comes off Air 
I For 	I." 

On't the Post's executive 
edit8r, Benjamin C. Bradlee, 
saietelater that "we have en-
gaged. in this deception and 
done this disservice 	the 
-eader long enough." ,,11,2 

added that it was the Post's 
policy to view unattributed • 

atfon Iryith -skepticism 
4'susbicion. ' 

N.Y. Times View 
T h e New York Times, 

which attributed the briefing 
to Kissinger in its 14er edi-
tions, took a similar view. 
Seymour Topping. assistant 
managing editor, said the 
non-attribution rule in the 
Kissin 	briefing was -un- 
accePr 	in view of its im- 
portane&. 

K a-zlqw objected partic:iz 
Tarly to -the implication that 
theainformation was dumped 
into.  our laps." Actually, lie 
said, it was "elicited•by the 
pool only under intensive 
questioning and requestion-
ing of Kissinger." 

Ziegler said the situation 
has gotten so that govern-
ment officialS' aboard the 
Plane f eel hesitant about 
going to the lavatory or near 
the press section for fear 
that "they will be driven into 
an iintuediate press confer-
ence." 

printed iri ithe,Congressional 
to walk past the seats re- . Record by Sen. Barry Gold- 
served for the Ypress 	watewR-Ariez.), 	o named- 

There isn't room for all the the source. 
AftegrTuesday's pool re-

p o r t s had been mimeo-
graphed and circulated, the I 
Washington Post publisheda 
story yesterday identifying _ . 

- Kissinger as saying that the I 
President "may reconsider 
his forthcoming trip to Mos-
cow unless the Russians ex-
ercise a restraining influ-
ence" in the war. A brief 
note explained that "t h e 
Wa hington Post was not 
pa of the reporters' pool 
and learned Kissinger's 
identity independently."' 

Reporter Furious 
Kraslow was furious. He 

asked to 'make a statement 
at White House press secre-
tary Ronald Ziegler's morn- 

Last week, Kissinger con-
duaed a long "background" 
:explanation of U.S. policy to-
ward India and Pakistan. A 
statementthat was later re- 
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kyr;  accused the Post of 
.ip, "cheap, s ()tidy 
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