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H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
H

enry K
issinger has 

n
o
w

 b
een

 lib
erated

 fro
m

 th
e v

asty
 d

eep
 

o
f th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. H

e h
as em

erg
ed

 at 
last in

 th
e fu

ll b
laze o

f th
e telev

isio
n
 

cam
eras as a p

u
b
lic fig

u
re, sp

o
k
esm

an
 

fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t o

n
 C

h
in

a an
d
 o

n
 th

e 
tactics and strategy of A

m
erican foreign 

policy. 
T

hey used to keep W
hite H

ouse advis-
ers to

 th
e P

resid
en

t su
rro

u
n
d
ed

 in
 m

y
s-

te
ry

 a
n
d
 fe

n
c
e
d
 o

ff fro
m

 th
e
 in

k
y
 

w
retches of the press by the doctrine of 

ex
ecu

tiv
e p

riv
ileg

 e. H
arry

 H
o
p
k
in

s 
p
lay

ed
 th

e ro
le fo

r F
ran

k
lin

 R
o
o
sev

elt 

D
r. H

e
n
ry K

issin
g
e
r 

G
race u

n
d
er p

ressu
re  

an
d
 actu

ally
 slep

t in
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. 

M
cG

eo
rg

e B
u
n
d
y
 w

as th
e m

u
ted

 v
o
ice 

fro
m

 th
e b

asem
en

t o
f th

e ex
ecu

tiv
e o

f-
fice fo

r P
resid

en
ts K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 Jo

h
n
-

so
n
, b

u
t alw

ay
s fo

r a few
 carefu

lly
 se-

lected
 rep

o
rters. E

v
en

 W
alt W

h
itm

an
 

R
ostow

, the gabbiest of all W
hite H

ouse 
aides, displayed his alluring concepts of 
im

m
in

en
t v

icto
ry

 in
 V

ietn
am

 o
n
 so

cial 
o
ccasio

n
s, b

u
t all o

f th
em

 w
ere an

o
n
y
-

m
o
u
s, an

d
 w

ere seld
o
m

 id
en

tified
 as 

a
n
y
th

in
g
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 "a

 re
sp

o
n
sib

le
 

so
u
rce" o

r, at b
est, as "a w

ell-in
fo

rm
ed

 
circle." 

S
o
 K

issin
g
er's su

d
d
en

 ap
p
earan

ce, 
fro

n
t an

d
 cen

ter, b
efo

re th
e b

ab
y
-b

lu
e 

drapes of the W
hite H

ouse briefing room
 

w
a
s a

n
o
th

e
r N

ix
o
n
 "first,". a

n
d
 th

e
 

w
h
o
le p

erfo
rm

an
ce, w

h
ile it m

u
st d

is-
m

ay
 th

e trad
itio

n
alists in

 th
e S

tate D
e-

. p
artm

en
t, fu

lly
 ju

stified
 th

e P
resid

en
t's 

confidence. 
H

e said
 v

ery
 little w

ith
 co

n
su

m
m

ate 
grace, w

hich is the art of diplom
acy. H

e 
m

an
ag

ed
 to

 co
n
v
ey

 th
e im

p
ressio

n
 th

at 
h
e w

as lettin
g
 th

e rep
o
rters in

 o
n
 th

e 
im

portant nuances of dealing w
ith C

hina, 
though he let them

 in on very little they 
d
id

n
't k

n
o
w

. H
e w

as co
n
sid

erate o
f th

e 
handsom

e and husky-voiced R
on Z

iegler, 
w

h
o

m
 h

e w
as rep

lacin
g
 as th

e W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se sp

o
k
esm

an
, an

d
 h

e w
as alm

o
st 

courteous to the forgotten S
tate D

epart-
m

ent. It w
as not an easy assignm

ent. 
H

e h
ad

 th
ree aw

k
w

ard
 p

ro
b
lem

s: T
o
 

dram
atize the P

resident's F
ebruary visit 

to P
eking w

ithout encouraging anybody 
to

 ex
p
ect to

o
 m

u
ch

; to
 ex

p
lain

 th
e tim

-
ing of the P

eking visit in F
ebruary, pro-

posed by the P
resident, w

ithout m
ention-

in
g
 th

e p
resid

en
tial p

rim
ary

 electio
n
s, 

w
h
ich

 start sh
o
rtly

 th
ereafter; an

d
 to

 
reassu

re th
e allies, p

articu
larly

 C
h
ian

g
 

K
ai-sh

ek
 o

n
 T

aiw
an

, th
at th

e P
resid

en
t 

is going to do nothing in P
eking that w

ill 
place their vital interests in jeopardy. 

K
issinger sidestepped all these booby-

traps very w
ell. H

e w
as very effective in 

Ja
m

e
s R

e
s
to

n
 

arg
u
in

g
 fo

r talk
in

g
 to

 C
h
o
u
 E

n
-lai b

u
t 

p
u
ttin

g
 th

e q
u
estio

n
s in

 C
h
o
u
's o

w
n
 

term
s: T

h
at th

e p
ro

b
lem

 w
as to

 b
eg

in
 

talking, to get the principles straight, not 
to

 try
 to

 so
lv

e ev
ery

th
in

g
 in

 a w
eek

's 
v
isit b

y
 th

e P
resid

en
t, b

u
t to

 create an
 

atm
osphere of confidence, and go on to 

practical problem
s later on in w

hat w
as 

obviously going to be a long diplom
atic 

and hum
an process. 

H
e even ventured to defend and excuse 

S
ecretary of the T

reasury John C
onnal-

Iy
's m

an
n
ers, tactics an

d
 o

b
jectiv

es o
n
 

the international m
onetary problem

, and 
som

ehow
 m

anaged to explain that C
on-

n
ally

 w
as d

o
in

g
 ev

ery
th

in
g
 ju

st rig
h
t, 

but that m
aybe people didn't understand 

that there w
ere aw

kw
ard phases in these 

negotiations, and that C
onnally, w

ho w
as 

a good and faithful servant of the P
resi-

d
en

t, w
as o

n
ly

 u
sin

g
 ro

u
g
h
 tactics fo

r 
noble ends. 

T
he good D

octor K
issinger, huddled at 

the m
icrophone and slum

ped beyond the 
view

 of m
ost of his listeners, didn't m

iss 
a trick. H

e had H
em

ingw
ay's definition 

o
f co

u
rag

e —
 g

race u
n
d
er p

ressu
re. H

e 
fo

llo
w

ed
 h

is b
rief. H

e field
ed

 th
e q

u
es-

tio
n
s an

d
 to

lerated
 th

e sh
o
u
ts o

f "q
u
es-

tio
n

" fro
m

 th
e rear, rep

eated
 th

em
, an

d
 

gave his cautious and occasionally m
ys-

tifying clarifications in good grace. 
It w

as quite a perform
ance: K

issinger,  

w
ho didn't know

 N
ixon in the last preti-

d
en

tial cam
p
aig

n
, w

h
o
 w

as th
e co

n
fi-

dante of N
elson R

ockefeller, w
ho w

anted 
R

ockefeller to w
in and N

ixon to lose; yet 
here he w

as, finally em
erging as N

ixon's 
key spokesm

an on C
hina policy, bypass-

ing N
ixon's closest friend, in this adm

in-
istratio

n
, S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate W

illiam
 P

. 
R

o
g
ers, an

d
 d

o
in

g
 it all in

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse and before the television cam

eras. 
P

ray silence, then, for the bold profes- 
sor. K

issinger cam
e here saying nobody 

co
u
ld

 d
o
 h

is jo
b
 fo

r m
o
re th

an
 tw

o
 

years, w
ithout being exhausted, corrupt-

ed
, an

d
 d

estro
y
ed

, b
u
t after m

o
re th

an
 

tw
o
 y

ears, h
e is n

o
w

 ex
p
lain

in
g
 p

o
licy

 
from

 the pinnacle of pow
er. 

In
 a w

ay
, it is a g

o
o
d
 th

in
g
. H

e h
as 

been under w
raps as the P

resident's pri-
vate briefer to the C

ongress, to the aca-
d
em

ic an
d
 jo

u
rn

alistic co
m

m
u
n
ity

, to
 

th
e v

isitin
g
 b

ig
-sh

o
ts fro

m
 ab

ro
ad

, an
d
 

m
ean

w
h
ile h

e h
as b

een
 refu

sin
g
 to

 ap
-

pear before the com
m

ittees of C
ongress, 

but going to S
en. J. W

illiam
 F

ulbright's 
h
o
u
se in

 p
riv

ate to
 ex

p
lain

 w
h
at th

is 
ad

m
in

istratio
n
's fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 is all 
about. 

It w
ill be harder now

 for K
issinger to 

play the H
opkins, B

undy, R
ostow

 role of 
the W

hite H
ouse aide w

ith a passion for 
an

o
n
y
m

ity
, fo

r o
n
ce h

e h
as b

eco
m

e a 
W

hite H
ouse spokesm

an before the tele-
vision cam

eras, it w
ill be m

ore difficult 
for him

 to claim
 executive privilege and 

refu
se to

 ap
p
ear b

efo
re th

e C
o
n
g
ress. 

A
n
d
 th

at m
ay

 b
e to

o
 b

ad
, fo

r h
e h

as 
p
lay

ed
 a v

alian
t ro

le in
 p

riv
ate fo

r th
e 

P
resid

en
t, an

d
 n

o
th

in
g
 p

ro
v
es it m

o
re 

th
an

 h
is d

eft h
an

d
lin

g
 o

f th
e d

ifficu
lt 

opening to C
hina. 
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