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 M
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 L
iberal opponents 

of S
uprem

e C
ourt nom

inee W
illiam

 H
. 

R
eh

n
q
u
ist w

ill n
ev

er fin
d
 a m

o
re 

difficult target. 
A

lm
ost a w

eek of hearings before 
the S

enate Judiciary C
om

m
ittee plus 

th
o
u
san

d
s o

f h
o
u
rs sp

en
t search

in
g
 

o
u
t a lifetim

e o
f reco

rd
s an

d
 co

m
-

m
ents by the P

hoenix attorney have 
left n

o
th

in
g
 to

 o
b
ject to

 ex
cep

t M
r. 

R
ehnquist's political view

s. 
It is estim

ated
 th

at n
ev

er b
efo

re 
h
av

e so
 m

an
y
 jo

u
rn

alists, acad
em

i-
cians, legal experts and others spent 
so m

uch tim
e on the qualifications of 

one nom
inee. 

A
nd w

hat em
erges from

 the thou-
san

d
s o

f w
o
rd

s, v
o
iced

 an
d
 w

ritten
, 

about M
r. R

ehnquist are these salient 
facts: 

M
r. R

ehnquist is a m
an of the high-

est personal integrity and professional 
com

petence. 
M

r. R
ehnquist is a m

an w
ho takes 

th
e tro

u
b
le to

 see b
o
th

 sid
es o

f all 
issues to w

hich he addresses him
self. 

M
r. R

eh
n
q
u
ist is a m

an
 w

h
o
 h

as 
dem

onstrated him
self to he thoughtful  

an
d
 m

o
d
erate; a m

an
 w

h
o
se b

eliefs 
an

d
 co

n
v
ictio

n
s are w

ell w
ith

in
 th

e 
m

ainstream
 of this country's thinking. 

P
erhaps one of ,the greatest pluses 

for M
r. R

ehnquist w
hich em

erged from
 

a nonstop inquisition by liberal politi-
cians, com

m
entators and journalists 

w
as his ability to m

aintain his poise 
an

d
 tem

p
er u

n
d
er th

e m
o
st ex

trem
e 

and trying circum
stances. 

H
e has proven to friends and critics 

alike that he w
ears pressure w

ell, and 
is a m

an of such breadth and balance 
that his severest critics w

ere hard put 
to find even short passages of his past 
statem

ents to quote out of "C
ontext. 

It w
o
u
ld

 b
e u

n
fair to

 say
 th

at th
e 

P
hoenix attorney is a m

an devoid of 
political and social convictions. A

s an 
acquaintance of m

any years, I know
 

him
 to be a m

an w
ho believes that the 

protection of individual rights should 
extend not only to the accused but also 
to

 so
ciety

 as a w
h
o
le. H

e p
erh

ap
s 

co
u
ld

 fairly
 b

e d
escrib

ed
 as a m

an
  

w
h
o
 b

eliev
es in

 a sy
stem

 b
ased

 o
n
 

o
rd

ered
 ju

stice, w
h
o
 is d

eep
ly

 co
n
-

cern
ed

 ab
o
u
t th

reats to
 o

u
r 

dem
o-

cratic processes. 
S

om
e, but by no m

eans all, of M
r. 

R
eh

n
q
u
ist's o

p
p
o
n
en

ts h
av

e lately
 

b
eg

u
n
 to

 u
se sm

ear tactics in
 an

 
effort to prevent his confirm

ation. T
he 

tactics b
y
 n

o
w

 h
av

e in
clu

d
ed

 ex
ag

-
g
eratio

n
s o

f h
is v

iew
s, o

u
trig

h
t d

is-
tortions of his public statem

ents, plus 
a considerable variety of vicious labels 
an

d
 ch

aracterizatio
n
s. It m

ay
 b

e a 
m

easure of desperation, but the fact 
rem

ains that now
 that the com

m
ittee 

questioning has failed to destroy M
r. 

R
ehnquist's chances, he is being called 

a "rig
h
t-w

in
g
 zealo

t," a "rad
ical o

f 
the right," a "laundered M

cC
arthyite" 

an
d
 an

 "ex
trem

ist in
 fav

o
r o

f ex
ec-

u
tiv

e su
p
rem

acy
 an

d
 d

im
in

u
tio

n
 o

f 
personal freedom

." 
In

 m
y
 o

p
in

io
n
, th

e o
p
p
o
n
en

ts o
f 

M
r. R

ehnquist overstepped them
selves 

and defeated their ow
n purpose w

hen  

th
ey

 seized
 o

n
 a casu

al talk
-sh

o
w

 
claim

 that the President's •nom
inee w

as 
a m

em
ber of the John B

irch S
ociety. 

A
lm

ost as soon as the charge hit the 
airw

aves, the nom
inee filed a sw

orn 
statem

ent w
ith the Judiciary C

om
m

it-
tee d

en
y
in

g
 th

at h
e w

as n
o
w

 o
r h

ad
 

ev
er b

een
 a m

em
b
er o

f th
e 'B

irch
 

S
o
ciety

. U
n
fair as th

e ch
arg

e w
as, 

the effort of the A
.D

.A
. leader, Joseph 

R
au

h
, to

 u
se it fo

r sm
ear p

u
rp

o
ses 

m
ay have tipped the S

enatorial scales 
in M

r. R
ehnquist's behalf. 

R
au

h
's attem

p
t to

 cast d
o
u
b
t o

n
 

M
r. R

ehnquist's denial of m
em

bership 
and his obvious attem

pt to sm
ear the 

n
o
m

in
ee th

ro
u
g
h
 a p

ro
cess o

f g
u
ilt 

b
y
 asso

ciatio
n
 b

lew
 u

p
 rig

h
t in

 h
is 

face. It brought from
 S

enator E
dw

ard 
K

ennedy of M
assachusetts, a com

m
it-

tee m
em

ber w
ith adm

itted reservations 
about the nom

inee, a w
arning not to 

sp
read

 ch
arg

es w
ith

o
u
t ev

id
en

ce. 
K

ennedy further told R
aub: "Y

ou have 
left an

 atm
o
sp

h
ere th

at I th
in

k
 is 

rather poisonous." 

Senator B
arry G

oldw
ater, R

epublican 
o
f A

rizo
n
a
, is a

 lo
n
g
-tim

e frien
d
 o

f 
W

illiam
 H

. R
enhquist. 

"M
r. R

eh
n
q
u
ist is a

 m
an w

ho takes the 
trouble to see both sides of all issues." 


