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Prisah Revolts

Agnew Attacks
RadécaishMedia
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© Vice President Spiro|
Agnew yesterday accused |
the “radical left” and the|
news media of seeking to|
transform the Attica pris-’
on revolt into “yet another
cause celebre in the pan-
theon of radical revolu-*
tionary propaganda.” 3

The Vice President praised
Governor Nelson A. Rocke-
feller of New York for “the
courageous action he took in
ending the confrontation at
Attica after exhaustmg all
practicable alternatives.”

Agnew thus took issue with
critics who have blamed
Rockefeller for complicity in |
the deaths of 29 inmates and‘
nine hostages who were slain |
as-a result of the armed as- |
sault September 13 on sec-
tions of the prison held by
the: inmates. There were 42
deaths in all during the |
five-day Attica uprising.

HOMAGE

Instead of paying homage
to the 633 law enforcement
officials killed in the United
States in ten years, there has
been ‘‘inordinate attention fo-
cused on the self-declared
and proven enemies of our
society,” the Vice President
declared in a speech to.the
Internatlonal Association of
Chfefs of Police in Anaheim.

“Now the name ‘Affica’

joins the list of geographlc ;

place names and slogans
whbse very utterance, in the
litany of anti-American hate
preached by radical propa-
gandists, is a dagger at the
heart of our country’s free
institutions,” Agnew said.

Some members of an ob-
sefver ;committee of Jegisla-
tors lawyers, néwsmen and
former Attica inmates have

.| throats

“pened there,

"fusing to meet with them at
the prison when they sought

to mediate an end to the up-

rising.
o CITIZEN
”TA\+ ‘governor of a state can-

nof allow himself to be per-

e rily summoned into the
présence of outlaws to meet
thdir demand§™ the Vice

President said. “Had he
gone, and still refused to sur-
render the state, the next de-
mand might have been for
the President of the United
States to demean himself in
their presence.”

Although he said no citizen
could ignore the real need for
prison reform,. Agnew said
that was not the primary is-
sue of Attica. “Only by the

total inversion of all civilized
values -can those among the
militant inmates who killed a
guard and slashed the
of fellow inmates
during the period of their
holdout be termed heroes in
a struggle for human life and
dignity,”’ he said.

Although Agnew was talk-
ing about the rebellion at At-
tica, not such incidents hap-
according to
pathologists’ reports. There
were reports of inmates’
throats being slashed during
the George Jackson escape
attempt at San Quentm last
month.

Agnew contended that the

‘media, true to form, have

given wide currency to “the
most inflammatory and base-
less charges”¥of convicted
criminals and their support-
ers. Readers and viewers
would have had to “follow
tHe events at Attica with the
utmost diligence to deter-

' mine that the instigators of
‘the confrontation actually

. ¢riticized Rockefeller for re- |
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possessed criminal records,” |
Agnew said. [
He did not specify any in|
dividuals against whom he

was making his complaints.
N.Y. Times Service {

Final paragraph in
version carried by
iiTimes this dete,
filed Attica: |

If Attica
provides a lesson,
lir, Agnew said, "it
is that Americans
who value our
system and its free
institutions camnot
underestimate the
potential for

~violence and
destruction
inherent in any
radical militant
movement." |
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* The press initially accepted ti
version, apwarently without que
printed without Q"JllIlCuLéOﬁ {such as
of the word "alleged") statemenie that
hostages' throets were sl QLJQ, dnu tl
one was throum {rom windor r
Versicn carried by H.u. State
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own from cerl-vlock windous
to the prison yard below.")

“hese were "inflemmetory and
baseless che 3!

-

ana thaey certainly were given "wide currency."




